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Aaidkki Marayya and Lakkamma were from Amareshawara village of Raichur District in 
Karnataka. They were attracted by Sharanas Anubhavamantapa and came to Kalyana to live 
among them. All sharanas used to call Basava as anna as a sign of respect, hence Basava was 
known as Basavanna among sharanas. 
 
Sharanas claimed that Work is Worship. Aaidakki Marayya believed in this principle and one day 
in the Anubhava Mantapa, he said when you are focused in the work, then even if you have to 
visit your guru, you need to forget, if you have worship ishtalinga, you need to forget, if a hungry 
jangama is infront of you, you need to forget. You need to continue with your work, because Work 
is Worship, and you will find go in your work only… 
 
Prabhudeva, who was the chairman of Anubhava Mantapa asked Marayya “Why you are 
crowning Work on a pedestal? Is the work alone great or sufficient? Is neglecting everything for 
work, correct?” 
Marayya replies “When our mind is focused on the work, it is not proper to shift it to something 
else”. 
 
Prabhudev explains “You are right in considering Work as Worship. But it must not remain at that 
level, it must lead to self-realization. With self-realization, all will achieve the peace of mind. When 
you achieve the peace of mind, you have reached the god himself”. See how these common 
people were discussing abstract truth of life in Anubhava Mantapa. Marayya and Lakkamma came 
to Kalyana attracted by the importance and respect given to all sharanas from any walk of life. 
 



Marayya’s work was going to Sharanas houses in Kalyana and picking up the rice grains fallen 
around their houses. He used to work hard to collect these grains daily and bringing home. 
Lakkamma used to cook for him and that is how they used to live. Hence, they were in the lowest 
rung of the society, slightly better than begging. 
When Marayya was busy in discussing with Prabhudeva, he forgot that he is getting delayed for 
his daily work. Lakkamma watched this, looked at Marayya’s face and warned him that he is 
getting delayed for his work and better go fast. 
 
Marayya was supposed to collect the fallen grains in the street of Basavanna’s house. Generous 
Basavanna knew about the hardwork, difficulties and poverty of Marayya and hence he asked his 
servants to spread bit more rice grains around his house to make it easy for him and to give him 
bit more than usual. After picking the grains from all the houses on the street, Marayya came to 
Basavanna’s house and surprised to see rice grains more than usual. He was very happy, 
collected the extra grains, came with a big smile and thought that Lakkamma will be very happy. 
 
After seeing the more quantity of grains than usual, Lakkamma looked at the beaming face of 
Marayya and asked him why he has brought today more rice than what they needed. Marayya 
told her that around Basavanna’s house today more grains had fallen. I tried to collect only little, 
but still it has become more than usual. 
 
Lakkamma was not happy and asked Marayya “Your mind became weak by your desire and 
picked up more. We must never do it, please go and put the extra rice back in its place. Marayya 
started hesitating that if he puts the rice back, Basavanna might feel bad. Basavanna might have 
put more rice thinking to help poor family like ours. Lakkamma was sad about the way Marayya 
was thinking and said “Why are you thinking that we are poor? Poverty is only for the body and 
not for the mind. Stone on a mountain might be big, but the tip of the poor chisel will break it. 
There is no poverty for devotees of shiva like us. For truth seekers there is no bad luck. We the 
devotees of Amareshwara Lings don’t need obligation of anyone.” 
 
Marayya replied “Where is the question of obligation? The rice belonged our holy Basavanna. 
Hence, I brought little bit more rice and desired it will purify our house also”. Lakkamma was not 
happy with the answer “Why you became greedy? Greed is only for Kings and not for devotees 
of Shiva. Why you desire for more rice? Shiva will not agree. Your action is taking away from our 
Amereshwara linga. 
 
By hearing his wife’s words, Marayya started realizing whether you desire for mere rice grain or 
desire for gold &diamonds, both are same. He started remembering all the weaknesses 
Basavadisharanas were describing – Among six vices/weaknesses (Arishadvargagalu) 
Desire/Lust is the first one. Wanting whatever you see is Desire (Kama/Aase). When you don’t 
get it, it leads to Anger (Krodha). After getting it, wanting some more leads to Greed/Avarice 
(Lobha/Durase), After getting that too, we don’t want to lose leads to Infatuation/love/delusion 
(Moha), If we don’t lose it, then we think only we have it leading to Arrogance/Pride (Mada/Sokku), 
When we come to know what we have other person also has leads to Jealousy/envy (Matsarya). 
It dawned to him that from one weakness of Desire all the other five vices will spring!!! He started 
admiring his wife Lakkamma and she started appearing to him as his guru. 
 
When Marayya asked “So what shall it do now?”, Lakkamma said “Even though Basava is anna 
for all of us, still taking more than what we need from him is improper. Hence, go back, give rice 
back to him and invite all of them to our home for food.” Marayya started wondering that we have 
enough rice to feed both of us, how she is going to feed all Basavadisharanas. Looking at his 



surprised face, Lakkamma said “Poverty is only for those whose mind is not pure. For those who 
work hard with pure mind and true devotion, richness is everywhere” 
 
Lakkamma feeds all the sharanas to their full satisfaction…. How she does it? It is still a wonder. 
There are many versions are their…that she has a vessel from which she went on taking rice 
which went on getting replenished Or Lord Shiva pleased by her devotion, brought food to every 
sharanas plate to feed them. 
 
After taking the food Allama Prabhudevaru looking at Marayya and Lakkamma said “When you 
look at the house, they are poor; When you look at their thoughts, they are rich; When you look 
at the money they have, they are poor; When you look at their heart, they are super rich. 
 

  
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 


