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Chowdayya was born in Rekalike (mostly a village in current Telangana state) as son of 

Dharmapathi in a Brahmin family. He got the Veerashaiva deeksha from Rekhanathacharya and 

took dancing as his work and worshipping the lord shiva through dancing. Bahuroopi Chowdayya 

has written many vachanas with the pen name “Rekhannapriya Naginatha” 

Chowdayya is a great dancer and singer. Once he was challenged by Kottagiri Ramadeva 

Bhopala’s royal dancer famed” Ganavidya Gagendra Simha” Achyutha. He claimed that he will 

defeat Chowdayya in dance competition. Chowdayya considered dancing and singing as his work 

and shiva pooje. Achyutha was dancing for the profit and fame. After dancing whole night, finally 

Achyutha gets tired and falls down and accepts the defeat.  

Bahuroopi Chowdayya was born in Rekalike (mostly a village in current Telangana state) as son 

of Dharmapathi in a Brahmin family. He got the Veerashaiva deeksha from Rekhanathacharya 

and took dancing as his work and worshipping the lord shiva through dancing. 



Another famous dancer Jakkayya Yakshnatha with a title of “Vidya Sharabha Berunda” 

challenges Chowdayya and takes a vow that he will tend for donkeys for three day in the forest, 

if he gets defeated.  Jakkayya goes first, then Chowdayya starts dancing. Looking at the dancing 

style and capability of Chowdayya, Jakkayya falls to his feet and declares Chowdayya as his guru. 

Whatever he used earn, Chowdayya used to give for Dasoha. After doing Dasoha for many years, 

Chowdayya thought of doing a big Ganaparva. For which he needed money and how to raise the 

money. He was also a great singer, and no one was capable of singing “Rama Kriya Raga” (part 

Carnatic Music system) like him. He thought of asking ten thousand gold coins from the king. 

What you have to provide as collateral for the money? Chowdayya said, I am a sharana, dance 

like shiva, sing shivstuthi, worship shiva daily. I do have Rama Kriya Raga, if you want, I will give 

it to you. Then kings asked him to sing that raga and after hearing that singing, king without a 

single word gave him the money. Chowdayya happily performed Ganaradhane. 

As he had given the word to the king, he started worshipping lord shiva without using the “Rama 

Kriya Raga” Without that Shiva didn’t like the worship. He came to the house of Chowdayya as a 

Jangama, Naginatha, and asked Chowdayya to sing the raga. Chowdayya refused and asked 

him that he will not be able sing it until he pays the king back. 

Naginatha starts advising Chowdayya and asks him to focus on singing and dancing shiva 

sharanas life stories. Hence chowdayya starts wearing different sharanas dresses and starts 

spreading their name to all by singing and dancing. People started coming in hundreds to watch 

his dances and singing. 

By doing his kayaka, Chowdayya collects the money and pays back to the King and get the 

permission to sing raga again. Naginatha was waiting for this occasion and comes running to hear 

the song. After hearing the song, he asks him what you want, tell me, I will give you. Chowdayya 

tells With Shivabhakti, service to sharanas this is my life goal, I don’t need anything else. 

Chowdayya has written many vachanas with the pen name “Rekhannapriya Naginatha” 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 


