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Editorial  

  

To all the readers of this Souvenir, 
 

Saprema sharanu sharanarthi! 
 

Here is the much-awaited Souvenir of the 45th VSNA Sharana Samanvaya convention 2022 that was held in 
Houston, TX on July 01-03, 2022. It was great to see the convention returning to ‘in-person’ mode again. In 
line with the previously held virtual convention, the 45th convention was held with the convention theme: 

Vachanakara – Kayaka, Dasoha, Bhaktiya saakara (ವಚನಕಾರ: ಕಾಯಕ, ದಾಸೋಹ, ಭಕಿ್ತಯ ಸಾಕಾರ!), giving 

importance to lesser-known 12th century male-sharanas this time. The theme didn’t just stay as slogan. Every 
program of the convention was held based on the theme chosen including naming and dedicating the sessions 
to these vachankaras!  
 
This Souvenir, similar to the previous-one contains valuable information which is both entertaining and 
philosophical in nature. Along with the convention related information, this Souvenir showcases beautiful 
pictures captured during the convention. It also lists the details of various lesser-known sharanas.  
 
We take this opportunity to thank the convention committee and other leaders for providing the necessary 
information to complete this Souvenir. Our sincere thanks to those who gave us valuable suggestions, who 
helped in proof reading & who helped us in organizing the content. We welcome your valuable comments on 
the content of the Souvenir. Please do write to us at vsna.virc@gmail.com.  
 
YouTube video links, wherever provided will take the reader directly to “VSNA All Chapters 
(https://www.youtube.com/@vsnaallchapters7397 ) channel 

 

Happy reading and watching! 
 

Sharanu sharanarthi! 
 

Yash Gaddi & Harish R Hiremath 
Editors, Souvenir Committee 
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State of Samaja Address 
by Harish Hiremath, President of VSNA 

 

 
 

ಭಕಿ್ತ  ಇಲ್ಲ ದ ಬಡವ ನಾನಯ್ಯಾ , ಕಕಕ ಯ್ಾ ನ ಮನೆಯ್ಲ್ಲಲ  ಬೇಡಿದೆ, 

ಚೆನನ ಯ್ಾ ನ ಮನೆಯ್ಲ್ಲಲ  ಬೇಡಿದೆ, ದಾಸಯ್ಾ ನ ಮನೆಯ್ಲ್ಲಲ  ಬೇಡಿದೆ 

ಎಲ್ಲ  ಪುರಾತರು ನೆರೆದು ಭಕಿ್ತಭಿಕ್ಷವನಿಕ್ತಕ ದಡೆ ಎನನ  ಪಾತೆ್ರ  ತುಂಬಿತಿಕೂಡಲ್ ಸುಂಗಮದೆೇವಾ. 

 

FIRST SERVANT: After being a life member of this great organization for nearly two decades, I am 

grateful for the opportunity Guru Basava, Lord Shiva and all of you have you given to me to serve you 

as your first servant. It is a great privilege, humbled by this honor and cherishing every moment in my 

various interactions with all of you. 

 

VSNA IS OUR MATHA: We have Mathas to help us to inculcate our faith in every taluk in Karnataka 

just like Chitradurga Matha with various shakha maths. For us, in North America, VSNA is only our 

matha with shakha mathas like our chapters. Our gurus are none other than our senior leaders who 

have lived here more than 45 years and helped us to retain our faith and philosophy in our families and 

among our children.  

 

RAISED MY FAMILY: Like me, many of us brought young children along with us and few were born 

here. It is not easy for them to define their identity amidst strong influence of North American Culture 

and rapid modernization. In this mixture of faith, beliefs and changed circumstances, confusion creeps-

in and we ourselves do not see a clear path forward. While we were in that state, our great organization 

and our only Matha, VSNA stood strong more than four decades and helped us to find ourselves and 

inculcate the essence of our faith in your children and families in our adopted land. While going through 

this transformation state, like many of you, I never realized the important role it was playing in this 

adopted land of ours. But, after raising a family, with my two loving children, Atheeth and Ananya 

Hiremath, who are here with us participating in this convention, VSNA’s huge contribution has become 

very clear to me. We all need to thank our founders and senior leaders who built this organization with 

their passion, vision and made it available to all of us. Today, we have one of the key founders among 

us, my mentor and guru, Sri Guruswamy Ayya, first Convention Chair and author of our first 

constitution.  

 

SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS OF OUR TEAM:   
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1. ONE TEAM: Our team consists of passionate Chapter Presidents, Elected Board Members and 
Officers have worked to serve all of you at “All Chapters” level and it gives me pleasure to declare it has 
been the most productive, collaborative and peaceful board after many years. 

2. EXPANDED VSNA: We have expanded the VSNA with the addition of four chapters, VSNA San 
Antonio & VSNA Alberta in 2021 and VSNA Austin & VSNA Indiana in 2022. Which brings our total 
chapters in North America to 28 and our goal is to reach 30 by the end of 2022. 

3. MAHA SHIVARATRI: March 20th, 2021: More than sixteen chapters enthusiastically participated by 
sending their programs to our All Chapters Mahashivaratri dedicated to Akkamahadevi a virtual online 
program conducted for roughly three hours and viewed by nearly 900 families. 

4. VSNA VICHARA VEDIKE (V3): We created an international platform dedicated to openly discuss all 
aspects of Veerashaiva-Lingayat faith with intellectuals and knowledgeable VSNA members and other 
from all over the world. Our first V3 session was inaugurated by the blessings of, Dr. Shivamurthy 
Muruga Sharanaru. We successfully organized seventeen presentations followed by discussions 
including one month presentation of Kodekalla Basaveshwara Life & Teachings throughout 2021. By 
this persistent effort, our V3 has become a fertile platform to gravitate Basavadi sharanas messages to 
our international, especially North American community. Our VIRC Director & Senior Leader of VSNA, 
Sajjan Shiva has worked very closely with me to make it happen. During this year we have already 
conducted nine V3 presentations followed by discussion expanding our reach to Next Generation 
presenters including VSUK president, Pooja Nagaraj. 

5. IBJ 2021: Encouraged by this success, we went with a vision of organizing truly International Basava 
Jayanti event. With an aim to expand the celebration of our guru message to all Kannadigas and 
Indians, we solicited support and endorsement from many Kannada and Indian organizations in North 
America, Europe, Mid dle East, Australasia including India. Nearly fifty organizations joined our effort 
and most importantly Basava Samiti of Bangalore joined us formally as organizing partner with the 
formal approval of Board of Directors of both organizations. Whole day program was coordinated and 
was split into morning and evening sessions to accommodate the enhanced international participation 
and was streamed on three YouTube & Facebook Channels. Our message reached more the 140 
thousand viewers all over the world. 

6. VSNA 44TH SAMANVAYA CONVENTION 2021: Due to onslaught of COVID, for the first time in past 
44 years, VSNA was not able to celebrate the annual convention in 2020. With positive input received 
from all our seniors and leaders, we did not want to go without our annual convention this year too. 
Hence, for the first time all the chapters of VSNA have joined hands together, all the chapter presidents 
are actively involved in organizing this unique VSNA 44th Samanvaya Convention virtually to bring to 
your homes. For the first time we conducted North American competitions for our nearly 100 children of 
all our chapters. 

7. VCTF 2021 (VSNA Children Talent Festival): It was our pleasure to see around one hundred forty 
children of all ages starting from 3 to 17 years from our chapters participated in our first National Level 
competitions (Vachana, Speech, Dance, Instrumental Music, Essay and Drawing/Painting). In our effort 
to keep the evaluations unbiased, we identified Judges for each category, specifically from outside of 
our VSNA community, from Kannada/Indian community in USA and from India/around the world. None 
of the organizers or chapter presidents were involved in evaluating the children’s performances or work 
products. On behalf of organizers of VCTF 2021 and VSNA, we thank Chapter Presidents, for making 
our first dedicated National Event Platform to motivate our children a grand success. We requested 
each chapter president to conduct a special event and distribute the printed Certificates of Achievement 
along with Gift Cards (winners gift amount was sent to each chapter from the donations collected) to 
their winning children in the presence of their proud parents, chapter Members and other children. It is 
our intent to help the winners to continue their active participation and motivate other children to 
participate in our next National Event.  

8. $100K GIFT BY DODDAMANI: On behalf of the VSNA community, we sincerely thank, Sri Gadigeppa 
Doddamani, our senior advisor, past president, active fund raiser, lifetime volunteer and one of the 
pillars of our organization who has served our community for decades. Along with his wife, Prabha 
Doddamani, he has pledged and donated One Hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) to our VSNA 
exemplifying his deep love for our community and trust in our esteemed organization. We are very 
proud to recognize his generous donation as the single largest donation in the history of VSNA! It 
touches our heart to see this orphan, raised in a small village and coming from the poorest strata of our 
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community reaching a point in life, growing as leader of our community, and demonstrating Dasoha 
principle of our faith with such a kindness. 

9. IBJ 2022: With an aim to expand the celebration of our Guru Basava’s message to all Kannadigas and 
Indians, we continued to solicit support and endorsement from many Kannada and Indian organizations 
in North America, Europe, Middle East, Australasia including India. More than fifty organizations again 
have joined our effort and Basava Samiti of Bangalore again joined us formally as organizing partner. 
Whole day program will be split into morning and evening sessions to accommodate and enhance the 
international participation on Saturday, May 7th, 2022. 

10. VSNA 45th SHARANA SAMANVAYA CONVENTION 2022: Due to onslaught of waves of COVID, for 
the first time in past 45 years, VSNA was not able to celebrate ON-SITE annual convention after July 
2019 for three years. During the last quarter of 2021, we were not sure whether we would be able to 
dream of restarting our regular onsite/in person annual VSNA convention. When we requested all our 
chapters during the third quarter of 2021, we observed the hesitation/ reluctance from all the chapters 
to take up this challenge. VSNA officers approached Houston Chapter members to help us in this 
situation by joining central VSNA in organizing this key 45th convention. As the Houston Chapter is 
relatively new, very small and mainly consists of new younger families, they agreed to support with the 
voluntary effort to organize convention activities while central VSNA taking all the financial risks and 
fundraising responsibility. After the COVID Omicron wave, in Feb 2022, most of the board members 
along with Houston members voted to conduct the onsite/ in-person convention again. Immediately 
Convention Voluntary Group (CVG) was formed and within six weeks Programs and Guest Rooms 
facilities were searched and finalized to conduct the onsite convention from Friday, July 1st to Sunday 
July 3rd, 2022. We request you support us by Early Bird Registration and generous donations. 
 

OUR RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE FUTURE OF VSNA: 

 

Standing just one step ahead of you, I see a strong and robust future for our beloved VSNA. After 

organically growing from a small to gigantic organization, our VSNA now need few structural 

modifications along with continuing NEW programs to improve the cross integration among the 

chapters might be needed in near future.  

a. We must not limit our involvement in our Annual Convention and expand our Annual activities 

beyond it.  

b. As our experiment from past one and half years has shown, we need to continue our IBJ and VCTF 

as our regular Annual Celebrations with needed help from VIRC group.  

c. We need to continue the V3 presentation program to elevate it as widely respected International 

Platform to exchange the Basava Philosophy and other aspects of our faith. 

d. We are gravitating towards the concept of “Once you are member of a chapter, you are already 

member of VSNA All Chapters”, an attempt to merge the Chapter and Central Annual 

memberships.  

 

Many enthusiastic teams in the past with the same fervor has worked hard for VSNA to develop this 

organization to this level. With all your blessings, with all humbleness, our team will work hard for 

remaining period of our term to serve VSNA better.  

 

ಹೊಯಿದವರೆನನ  ಹೊರೆದವರೆುಂಬ, ಬಯಿದವರೆನನ  ಬುಂಧುಗಳುಂಬ 

ನಿುಂದಿಸಿದವರೆನನ  ತುಂದೆತಾಯಿ ಗಳುಂಬ, ಆಳಿಗುಂಡವರೆನನ  ಆಳ್ದ ವರೆುಂಬ 

ಜರಿದವರೆನನ  ಜನಮ ಬುಂಧುಗಳುಂಬ, ಹೊಗಳಿದವರೆನನ  ಹೊನನ ಶೂಲ್ದಲಿಕ್ತಕ ದವರೆುಂಬ, ಕೂಡಲ್ಸುಂಗಮದೆೇವಾ ! 

 

It gives me a lot of pleasure to declare “I am a proud to be life member and first servant of Veerashiva 

Samaja of North America.” Sharanu Sharanarthi 
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With Best Wishes & Compliments  

from 

 

Smarter Investing  
with  

Multifamily Real Estate 
INVEST WITH NAMMA PARTNER! 
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Ajnatha Sharanaru 

1 Bokkasada Chikkanna 

2 Dasohada Sanganna 

3 Vaidya Sanganna 

4 Sakalesha Madarasa 

5 Turagahi Ramanna 

6 Bontadevi 

7 Sunkada Bankanna 

8 Sharana Aadayya 

9 Hendada Marayya 

10 Koogina Marayya 

11 Kankari Kakkayya 

12 Kalaketa Brahmayya 

13 Kuruba Gollala 

14 Telugesha Masanayya 

15 Bachikayakada Basavappa 

16 Bhikari Bheemanna 

17 Okkaliga Muddanna 

18 Havinahala Kallayya 
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Session Dedicated to…. 

 

1 Chikkannana Munjane – Opening Ceremony 

2 Dasohada Sangannana (Religious) Forum 

3 Vaidya Sangannana (Medical) Forum 

4 Madarasana Sanje – Main Program #1 

5 Ramannana Munjane – Main Program #2 

6 Bontadeviya Forum – Women’s Forum 

7 Sunkada Bankannana (Business) Forum 

8 Adayyana Sammilana – Matrimonial Session 

9 Marayyana Sanje – Main Program #3 
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With Best Wishes & Compliments  

from 

 

 

Accurate Tax Products | Total Compliance | Air-tight Confidentiality 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wG92wgle23c
Click here to view Live Recording
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Welcome Speech 
by VSNA 45th Convention Chair 

 

Apart from us, in line with the theme of our 
convention “Vachana Kaara; Kayaka, Dasoha, 
Bhaktiya Saakara”, we are introducing 18 Ajnatha 
Sharanaru. They have joined us together in 
welcoming you to this convention. Please get to 
know them as they appear in various posters in this 
facility, in the program & session dedications and 
in the videos. Together, if we are able to remember 
their names after the convention, our effort is paid-
off! 
 
Among us we have Dr. Shivamurthy Muruga 
Sharanaru from Chitradurga Muruga Math is here 
with us to bless all of us. I am one of the fortunate 
sharana to have his affection for more than two 
decades and my family had the opportunity to 
spend time with him for more than four weeks. 
When I requested him to attend our convention and 
bless us. Without any delay, he made all the 
arrangements and confirmed his participation. We 
cordially welcome to the stage. 
 
Dr. Malaya Shanthamuni Shivacharya Swamiji of 
Shivagange Math is here to bless us and 
performed the Ishtalinga pooje to start our 
convention today morning. We cordially welcome 
to the stage. 
 
Our beloved, Nayantara Swamy from Florida, our 
Chair of Board of Regents is with us today and I 
welcome her to join the swamijis on stage. 
 
Our Houston Chapter Convention Chair, Anuradha 
Gubbi has worked with me for the past three 
months to bring this convention to you. I welcome 
her to join the stage with us. 
 

ಶಿಲೆಯೊಳಗಣ ಪಾವಕದಂತೆ;  

ಉದಕದೊಳಗಣ ಪ್ರ ತಿಬಂಬದಂತೆ 

ಬೀಜದೊಳಗಣ ವೃಕ್ಷದಂತೆ;  

ಶಬದ ದೊಳಗಣ ನಿಶಯ ಬದ ದಂತೆ 

ಗುಹೀಶವ ರ ನಿಮ್ಮ  ಶರಣ ಸಂಬಂಧ 

 

Similarly, we all have gathered today to 

celebrate our faith and we don’t know what 

power binds all of us together. It might be 

difficult to understand the exact nature of it, but 

we can feel it in ourselves. Once again, I 

cordially welcome all of you to our VSNA 45th 

Sharana Samanvaya Convention. 

 

ಸೂರ್ಯನ ಉದರ್ ತಾವರೆಗೆ ಜೀವಾಳ 

ಚಂದರ ಮ್ನುದರ್ ನೆಯಿ್ಧ ಲೆಗೆ  ಜೀವಾಳ 

ಕೂಪ್ರ  ಠಾವಿನಲಿ್ಲ  ಕೂಟ ಜೀವಾಳವಯ್ಯಯ  

ಒಲ್ಲದ ಠಾವಿನಲಿ್ಲ  ನೀಟ ಜೀವಾಳವಯ್ಯಯ  

 

ಕೂಡಲಸಂಗನ ಶರಣರ ಬರವೆನಗೆ ಪಾರ ಣ ಜೀವಾಳವಯ್ಯಯ  

 
 
It gives me such a pleasure to stand in front of you and 
to welcome to this In Person, Onsite VSNA 45th Sharana 
Samanvaya Convention 2022 hosted by Central VSNA 
with the support from our Houston Chapter.  
 
Just recently, we were thinking that when such an event 
is going to happen in our lives again. We all and our 
families have faced challenges due to the onslaught of 
COVID and it is starting to become a memory to all of us. 
 
We have many of our seniors and pillars of our 
organization here. Specifically, I want to remember our 
Prabhakar Puttaveeraiah from Toronto Canada who 
firmly wanted to conduct Onsite Convention and wanted 
to meet all of us. Prabhakaranna, with Lord Shiva and 
Guru Basvanna’s blessing it is happening today.  
 
We have our key founder, first convention chair, chair of 
our first Constitution Committee, Sri Guruswamy Ayya is 
with us.  
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Youth Keynote Message  
by  

Ananya Hiremath 
 

I am a proud Sharane 
 
 

 
kaLa beDa kola beDa 
husiya nuDiyalu beDa 

muniya beDa anyarige asahya paDabeDa 
thanna baNNisabeDa idira haLiyalu beDa 

ide antharanga shuddhi ide bahiranga shuddhi 
ide koodala sangamanolisuva pari 

 

 
Basavanna captured the essence of our Veerashaiva religion in these few lines, which has helped millions of his 

followers for centuries to lead a moral and pious life. Sharanu Sharanarthi! It gives me a great pleasure to represent 
Veerashaiva Next Generation and to share our thoughts with you in this 45th VSNA Sharana Samanvaya Convention. I 
thank the organizers of this convention and my community elders for giving me this unique and distinguished opportunity. 
It is my great pleasure to share my thoughts in front of Dr. Shivamurthi Muruga Sharanaru with whom I share a special bond 
and had a golden opportunity to spend more than a month with him as a little girl, nearly two decades back, when he was 
residing with our family in Frederick, Maryland. I was so much attached him and missed him for many months afterwards. 
 

As a Next Generation Keynote speaker, I cannot say that my viewpoints represent every single Next Generation 
Youth because it would be a lie. But I can say that our generation of youth who have grown up here in USA are more 
rational, inquisitive, and skeptical than our predecessors. So, much of what I say will be a reflection of the thought process 
that occurs in the minds of most Next Generation Youths among us. 
 

Basavanna and other sharanas were social revolutionaries. They revolted against decadent tradition, which was 
the root of social, political and religious evils of their time.  They wanted to introduce reforms, which would vitalize society 
on truly humanistic principles.  Veerashaiva-LIngayath philosophy was their solution to these problems.  Sharanas created 
a movement that would not bind followers to a quagmire of rituals.  They allowed us to practice certain ideologies that were 
unthinkable in the 12th century. An example of such daring philosophy is the policy of equality to all men and women. I would 
like to point out that it has only been few decades since the policy of apartheid was officially lifted in South Africa.  Sharanas 
were trying to introduce reforms that wouldn’t be accepted by the world until few decades ago.  Another bold move by 
sharanas that created a huge controversy but proved the rationality of this revelution was a marriage between youth of 
higher and lower caste. Sharanas sent a strong message to everyone by applying their beliefs in real life and in every walk 
of life.   
 

Orthodox Hindus believed that women as a whole, were unfit to receive education, unfit to participate in serious 
discussions, and unworthy of freedom.  As a result, women’s field activities were restricted to their homes and there too, 
they had no freedom for the development of their personality.  Sharanas felt that this was entirely unjust.  They 
encouraged women to come out of the barriers that tradition had built up, and to participate in the activities of society.  
This encouragement garnered fierce opposition from the conservative sect of society.  Sharanas are the reason that a 
host of women writers wrote vachanas.  It was for the first time in the history of Kannada literature, that women took active 
interest in literary activities. This is another great feat achieved by sharanas because America, which serves as the 
symbol of liberty and equality in this world, gave rights to women only hundred years ago.  
 

Most religions during the time of Adi Sharanas fought viciously to acquire royal patronage.  Royal patronage and 
elite rich followers brought prestige and wealth to these religions. Sharanas did not aspire for such followers. Instead, they 
worked for society in the face of bitter opposition from conservative circles.  Sharanas wanted to show to the common man 
that there is hope for a better life. They taught that common man does not have to be subdued by the binding trammels of 
tradition.  They preached to the masses in their local language, Kannada in lieu of Sanskrit.  
 

Veerashaiva-Lingayath philosophy is truly for the people by the people.  Sharanas from many walks of life could 
debate with great spiritual leaders such as Allama and Basavanna about the principles of Veerashaivism. By encouraging 
discussions among sharanas, Allama and Basavanna provided them with a feeling that they are contributing to 
Veerashaivism. Followers were convinced about the principles of their religion through logic and not through external 
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economic and social pressures, which was a common place in other religions at that time. But, the most important thing that 
Basava achieved through these discussions is that he left the future of the faith in our hands.  He left us Vachanas to guide 
our discussions but ultimately we decide and steer the future path of our beliefs.  
 

What role does Veerashaivism play for the youth of our generation? The youth today sees it as a portal through 
which he can experience the culture of his ancestors. But in terms of the impact that Veerashaivism has on the daily lives 
of a Next Generation Youth, it is very limited. Most of the youths whose parents are involved in this organization have a 
sincere appreciation and devotion towards this phylosophy.  But, appreciation and devotion is different from being a dutiful 
ritualistic follower of the religion.  I truly believe that it is at this juncture that we become a polarized group.  Some people 
are content with the fact that their children are willing to appreciate and believe in true Veerashaivism and there are some 
people that expect strict ritualistic practice of Veerashaivism. Many rituals we follow today have been developed over years 
surprisingly different from the true desires of adi sharanas.  When you give a choice to the Next Generation Youth between 
sincere devotion and strict practice of rituals, it is not surprising that most of us choose appreciation and devotion.  Why? 
Because you don’t have to limit your choices in order to appreciate and believe in Veerashaivism.  On the other hand, if you 
want to practice the current rituals and practices of our faith, you may have to alter your lifestyle and change your choices.  
 

Basava and other sharanas wrote vachanas to explain to people how to be a model person and lead a rational just 
life. Veerashaivism echoes equal treatment to everyone without regard towards race, creed and gender.  Revolutionary 
ideas such as liberty, equality, and fraternity were preached by our sharanas long before the world took these ideas 
seriously. It is my feeling that the youth do not receive enough emphasis on such points.  If such points were emphasized, 
the youth would realize how modern, practical and realistic Veerashaivism is compared to other religions. It is sufficient if 
they lead a life that is infused with compassion, communication, and charity.  This is the essence of our phylosophy.  This 
is what makes it great.  Many rituals and frivolous practices have obstructed the youth from receiving such a vision.  When 
I understood this vision, my passion for this religion was rejuvenated. When the youth get a glimpse of this vision, they will 
be more inclined to become its passionate followers. We can accomplish what Basava and other sharanas did 900 years 
ago and spread Veerashaivism among our youth by returning back to the original roots of our faith.  Nine hundred years 
ago, it’s ideas were mind-blowing and nine hundred years later, they are still mind blowing. 
 

Sharanas never wanted to make choices for us.  They told you what the end result needs to be and left it upon us 
to figure out ways to reach them.  So, it is important that we need to understand the vachanas with modern context of our 
society and way of life here in US. The most famous vachana that causes lot of confusion is Kalabeda Kolabeda.  I believe 
that this vachana written by Basavanna was to teach us good morals and human values. It might not have meant a dietary 
prescription as it has been viewed by many followers. I feel that he did not meant it to become a struggle choose our dietary 
habit. People have used this vachana over the centuries to prove and force the practice of Vegetarianism. While growing 
up in this country, it is very difficult to resist straying away from the influence of mixed diet. Even though some youth may 
have succeeded in staying as vegetarian, applying the strict literal meaning of this vachana may not allow youth those who 
have deviated to think themselves as true Veerashaivas. I know being involved in our VSNA from many years, all of you 
adults have polarized views about this.  But, I humbly request you to take a closer and compassionate look at this situation.  
I feel a Veerashaiva youth having great admiration and devotion on the fundamental beliefs of Veerashaivism must not be 
denied his Veerashaiva status just for his choice on food. I know we will not be able to arrive to an immediate resolution on 
this issue and it may take many years or even decades to achieve this flexibility as an acceptable practice among 
Veerashaivas, at least in North America.  My goal is just to make all the elders and the community o think in this direction 
and guide us for future.    
 

But, with all this said, I have to commend the efforts of VSNA. It has been very successful in creating a mutual bond 
between all the Veerashaivas residing in North America.  Basva wanted verashaivas to be a castless and sectless 
homogeneous society. Back at home due to various centuries of social pressures our Veerashava-Lingayath Society has 
been fragmented into many subcastes. In recent years, it is going through major upheavals. We North American 
Veerashiavas have raised one step ahead of our peers back home and stand closer to Basava’s true desire as a unified 
homogeneous community without any internal social differences and welcoming all others to our family, in the way our 
extended family of Houston has welcomed my husband Aditya Muttunarayanan who is actively attending and volunteering 
in our convention.  VSNA has been a beacon of light for this change in our Veerashaivism in North America. 
 

With this understanding and with a firm belief in true teachings of sharanas, I would like to declare today “I am a 
proud Sharane”. “I am proud Veerashaiva” If you believe similarly all join me by raising your hand and declaring “I am a 
proud Veerashaiva”    
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With Best Wishes & Compliments  
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Click on the picture above to view the Live Recording of the Main Program #1 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JqIf3wIhhu4


 
52



  

  

  

  
 

53



  

  

  

  
 

54



  

  

  

  
 

55



  

  

  

  
 

56



  

  

  

  
 

57



  

  

  

  
 

58



  

  

  

  
 

59



  

  

  

  
 

60



  

  

  

  
 

61



  

  

  

  
 

62



With Best Wishes & Compliments  

From “Basava Dasohi” 

Dr. Sudhir Kumar & Family 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Nw28j_zoFM
Click here to view Live Recording
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With Best Wishes & Compliments  

From “Channabasava Dasohi” 

Sri Guruswamy & Sulochana Ayya 
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Women’s Anubhava Forum 2022  

45th VSNA Convention, Houston, TX 

Personal and Professional Challenges of Today's Veerashaiva Women in North America. 

We have seen constant growth in the field of science and technology in the 21st century. Along with it, 

women’s role has grown beyond cooking, taking care of children and household chores. Women are 

leading in every field and are becoming more and more self-dependent. However, all of this comes with 

challenges of balancing between family responsibilities and managing the career. The purpose of 

Women’s Anubhava Forum is to bring together women professionals of Veerashaiva community and 

provide a platform to discuss their challenges, share their experience and foster networking.  

Women’s Anubhava Forum at the 45th VSNA Convention was organized by Houston chapter members 

Jayanthi Gudikote Ph.D., Smitha Gowder, Kavitha Aradhya and Anuradha Gubbi, in association with 

Bhavani Moodabagil from Central VSNA. The session was chaired by Dr. Gudikote, a retired faculty 

and cancer research scientist (M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX) and moderated by Mrs. 

Moodabagil. The forum was dedicated to one of the lesser known Sharaneyaru from 12th century, 

Sharane Bonthadevi, a princess from Kashmir who renounced her royal status and became a disciple 

of Basavanna.  

At the Women’s Anubhava Forum-2022, personal and professional challenges of present day 

Veerashaiva women in North America were addressed. Discussion topics included (a) Women in 

leadership, (b) role in managing finances and planning and (c) single mothers and their challenges. 

The panelists from diverse backgrounds were chosen to share their experience and thoughts on these 

topics.  

Moderator: Mrs. Bhavani Moodabagil, Director, a healthcare marketing professional at a biotech 

company managing a global team, Boston, MA 

Mrs. Sumangala Desaigoudar Ph.D., an educator, coordinator and numeracy specialist for a school 

division in northern Alberta. 

Mrs. Mamatha Hirannaiah, Vice President, Technology Program Office, at Wolters Kluwer. 

Mrs. Ananya Hiremath, Sr. Project Manager at Enbridge, Houston, TX. 

Ms. Jyoti Pattanshetty, HCM & Operations Specialist at Georgetown University, DC. 

Mrs. Manjula Sankarappa, Executive Director of Ohio Asian American Health Coalition. 
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The forum opened with women in leadership topic. According to the panelists good leadership involves 

becoming a leader in a situation, communicating effectively with the people involved, considering 

others’ opinions, collaborating, offering mentorship and motivating people in the group. 

The second topic of discussion was women’s role in managing family finances and planning. The 

panelist’s advice on this topic was to get actively involved in the financial matters of the family, keep 

track of where the money comes from and how it is spent, start saving for children’s education as early 

as possible either by enrolling in college fund programs or by other alternative plans. To secure the 

future of loved ones, panelists also suggested to make wills and name beneficiaries. 

The third and final topic of discussion was single mothers and their challenges. On this topic the panelist 

Jyoti Pattanshetty, also a single mother, shared her experiences and challenges she faced. Other 

panelists felt that having a support group is very important and the community should help single 

parents in whatever capacity they can. 

The session was concluded with a vote of thanks by Smitha Gowder and presenting mementos to the 

panelists by the organizers. 

-Jayanthi Gudikote Ph.D. 

Chair, Women’s Anubhava Forum-2022 

45th VSNA Convention, Houston, TX 
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With Best Wishes & Compliments  

From “Sharana Dasohi” 

Sri Ravi & Jaya Bhooplapur Family 
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With Best Wishes & Compliments  

From “Sharana Dasohi” 

Dr. Veerendra & Poornima Durgam Family 
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Click on the picture above to view the Live Recording of the Main Program #3 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--rYVyprQJA&t=5s
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With Best Wishes & Compliments  

From “Sharana Dasohi” 

Dr. Naganna Channaveeraiah & Family 
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VSNA 45th Sharana Samanvaya Convention 2022 
OUR SINCERE THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS! 

Donation of $9,000 Donations $700 to $500 

Basava Dasohi Bina Prakash & Family 

Dr. Sudhirkumar & Family Right Taxmate, Gangaraju H. & Family 

  C.K. Swaroop & Apoorva Family 

Donation of $5,000 Anil Basavaraj & Family 

Channabasava Dasohi Dr. Suresh Shroff & Family 

Guruswamy & Sulochana Ayya  Guru Bale & Family 

  Kiran Babaladi & Family 

Donation of $3,000 Prashanth B Shadaksharaiah & Family 

Sharana Dasohi - $3,000 Rangaraju Shetru & Family 

  Sandeep Mudnal & Family 

Dr.Veerendra & Poornima Durgam Family Sidd & Pushpa Bagali Family 

Ravi & Jaya Bhooplapur Family VSNA Detroit Chapter 

Dr. Naganna Channaveeraiah & Family VSNA Maryland Chapter 

  VSNA New York Chapter 

Donations $2,200 to $1,300 VSNA Pittsburg 

VSNA Dallas Chapter   

VSNA Houston Chapter  Donations $350 to $200 

Basavaraj Pawate & Family Suresha & Deepa Jayappa Family 

VSNA Georgia Chapter Rajesh & Mukta Satewar Family 

Yatish Jakathimath & Family Rachappa Bellappa & Family 

Nandish Dhananjaya & Family Prabhu Patil & Family 

Shashidhar Siddagangaiah & Family VSNA Ohio Chapter 

Mallikarjun Arethimmappa & Family Hanumappa Visweswaraiah & Family 

Shekara Mahadevaswamy & Family Shivappa & Uma Palled Family 

  Manjula Shankarappa & Family 

Donations $1,001 to $750   

Namma Partner, Sudhir Joshi & Yash H. Donations $101 or Less 

Gadigeppa & Prabha Doddamani Family Jyothi Hattarki & Family 

KP Channabasappa & Family Veeru Hunje & Family 

Amruthesh & Jayanthi Shivachar Family  Jyoti Pattanshetty & Family 

Harish & Kavya Hiremath Family Manohar Mutnal & Family 

Houston Kannada Vrinda Sumangala Desaigoudar & Family 

Sajjan & Kalpana Shiva Family Jyothi Goudar & Family 

Shiva Prakash & Family Vinutha Nagaraj & Family 

Vijay Kurki & Family Vishrath Kumar & Family 

 

Generous donations from our donors enabled us to pay back $36,000 to VSNA Convention Trust Fund (CTF: $20K Seed 

Money + $16K from 50% Surplus Funds). In addition, $8,000 was paid to Central VSNA for development of Website for all 

chapters and $8,000 was paid to Houston Chapter for Children Activity Fund from the remaining 50% Surplus Funds (Total 

distributed amount is $52,000). In addition, we raised $25,000 in donations pledged for CTF during the convention. 
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