
MEETING MINUTES:                      DATE: 02/26/2022 TIME: 2:00 PM EST  VENUE: ZOOM CALL 

        

MEETING CHAIRED BY: Harish Hiremath, VSNA President 

TYPE OF MEETING: Anubhava Mantapa Session # 1 (VSNA BOD Meeting) 

MINUTES RECORDED BY: Kiran Babaladi, VSNA Secretary 

 

No Position Name 

1 President Mr. Harish Hiremath 

2 Vice President Mrs. Nagarathna Totada 

3 Treasurer Mrs. Bhavani Moodabagil 

4 Secretary Mr. Kiran Babaladi 

5 BOD Mr. Dilip Sivanna 

6 BOD Mr. Nandish Dhananjaya 

7 BOD Mr. Girish Budibetta 

8 BOD Mr. Suresh Shroff 

9 BOD Mr. Prabhu Setru 

No Chapter Chapter President 

10 NY & NJ  Mr. Onkara Murundi  

11 California North Mrs. Rupali Mallikarjun 

12 Ohio Mr. Sudhir Naikar 

13 Georgia  Mr. Jay Jayadev 

14 Toronto Mr. Kiran Shivappagoudar 

15 North Carolina Mr. Thumbesh Halnur 

16 Alabama  Mr. Sajjan Shiva 

17 Maryland Mr. Nijaguna Prasad 

18 Alberta Mrs. Sumangala Desaigoudar 

19 California Central Mr. Mrutyunjaya Hiremath 

20 Austin Mr. Manohar Mutnal 

21 Connecticut Mr. Tushar Gaddi 

22 Virginia Mr. Hebbani Lokesh 

23 Dallas Mr. Mahantesh Nashi 

24 Pennsylvania East Mr. Sidd Tumkur 

25 Florida Mrs. Vidya Takkalaki 

26 Pittsburgh Mr. Virupaksha Hire Kotanakal 

  



Agenda topics: 

 

Anubhava Mantapa Session # 1-2022 
Saturday, Feb 26th, 2022, 2 PM EST/1 PM CST 

1. Meet and greet 

2. Om Chanting & Vachana – Harish 

3. Quorum update – Kiran 

4. New Appointed Directors   
a. Tushar  
b. Virupaksha 

 c. Lokesh 

 d. Rupa S. 

5. VSNA Austin & Indiana – New Chapters - Update 

6. “Our Founders” VSNA - Update 

7. V3 – Vichara Vedike Programs – Update 

8. VSNA Election Committee - Changes 

9. VCTF 2021 – Update – Nagarathna & Bhavani 

10. International Basava Jayanti 2022 - Update 

11. VSNA Convention 2022 – Discussion - All 

 a. Registration? 

 b. Onsite V/s Virtual? 

12. Kali Pramod Donation – Bhavani 

13. Gift Agreement for donation by Doddamani  

14. Chayapathy VSNA Transparency Case - Update 

15. Hadimani Defamation Case Update – Update 

16. VSNA Bylaw Amendments - Harish 

17. Closing Remarks 

 
Meeting started at 2:00 PM EST. Quorum was formed at 2:02 PM EST. President Mr. Harish Hiremath 
started with the Chanting and Vachana “Kayakanalli Nirutanadare”. Proposed agenda was presented to 
the board and there were no objections to the proposed Agenda sent out. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 4: New Appointed Directors 

Discussion: Start Time: 2:05 PM EST 

Mr. Tushar Gaddi - Connecticut chapter President. Treasurer for VSCT for the past 2 years. Graduated in 2018 
as Civil Engineer and working as Transportation Engineer for the state. Involved in Nextgen in 2021 and 
attended many past conventions. 
Mr. Virupaksha Hire Kotanakal - Pittsburgh chapter President. Originally from Raichur and is a software 
engineer.  
Mr. Lokesh Hebbani - Virginia and DC chapter President. Working as program manager in transportation 
department, Washington DC. Involved actively with VSNA and Kannadakootas in Florida, Georgia and now in 
Virginia area. 
Mrs. Rupali Mallikarjun - California North chapter President.  Lived in Bay area for the past 20 years and works 
as a software engineer. California Chapter is involved with Anna Dasoha events and already did two events in 
2022. Youth committee has about 15 members and would like to contribute more this year. 
Mr. Mrutyunjaya Hiremath - Central California chapter President. He was past president of the chapter and 
associate to past conventions.  

  

AGENDA ITEM 5: VSNA Indiana and Austin New Chapters  

Discussion: Start Time: 2:17 PM EST 

Harish was working with the chapters for the past one year and requested permission to include both the 
chapters to central VSNA formally. Currently Austin has about 25 families and Indiana has about 20 families. 
Both are above the numbers required as per by laws to form the group. Somanath Hiremath and Nandi 
Nagaraj have come forward to form Indiana group formally. Manohar Mutnal has come forward from Austin to 
form the group formally. Harish requested BOD to approve the formal requests from two chapters.  
 
Mrs. Vidya voted NO as she did not have any prior knowledge and documentation was not shared with her.  
Harish agreed to send the formal documentation (New Chapter Formation Application forms) to Board of 
Directors as per her request. 
 
Manohar Mutnal: He was living in Minnesota for the past 15 years and recently moved to Austin last year. 
There 25 families in the WhatsApp group and would like to request BOD for the formal induction of the group. 
All members are planning to meet in person on March 12 to meet everyone.  Personally, Manhor works in the 
in the health care field and wife works in the financial field. 
 
Nandi Nagaraj was not able to attend because of some emergency but will be formally introduced in the next 
meeting. 

CONCLUSION: New Chapters were approved by the majority of Board of Directors 

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 



Send formal chapter information to all the presidents and 
BOD members.  

Mr. Harish Hiremath By Mar 5th, 22 

ACTION COMPLETED (After the meeting, info provided 
here only for records): 
New Chapter Formation documentation was shared with 
the Board of Directors. Attachment#1: VSNA Austin 
Formation Docs, Attachment#2: VSNA Indiana 

Mr. Harish Hiremath VSNA Austin on 
Feb 28th 22, 
VSNA Indiana on 
Mar 2nd 22 

  

Agenda Item 6: “Our Founders” VSNA Update 

Discussion: Start Time: 2:27 PM EST 

Harish mentioned about lot of requests and suggestions received to ensure the formal recognition of "Our 
Founders" who were instrumental along with their spouses in founding our esteemed organization and 
building it through the challenging initial years. 
 
Mr. Jay Jayadev raised concern whether this will cause any challenges within the organization. Mr. Sidd 
Tumkur, Mr. Tumbesh had questions on what this about and what are we trying to do. Harish explained the 
background and approach taken to finalize the list. Also indicated the explicit unanimous approval from most 
of the seniors involved during these initial years. Mt. Nandish, aggreed with Jay and other folks and suggested 
to give a link and update it instead of a page on the website. Mr. Onkar Murundi said instead of saying just 
founders, add lifetime achievers along with the founders.  
 
Harish mentioned that at this point in time the current effort is only directed towards recognizing the founders 
who lead the organization before formation and initial years until it stabilized.  
CONCLUSION:  “Our Founders” will be published on VSNA website. 

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Members requested to send their thoughts in an email BOD members    

 

Agenda Item 7: V3 Vichara Vedike Programs Updates 

Discussion: Start Time: 2:39 PM EST 

We are seeing excellent participation and encourage all members to participate in this. It is a great place to 
share and get to know lot of great things and promote VSNA.  

CONCLUSION:  BOD Members were requested to encourage the participation. 

 

Agenda Item 8: VSNA Election Committee – Filling Vacant Seats 

Discussion: Start Time: 2:42 PM EST 

Ravishankar Bhooplapur was the committee chair and other two people Prema and Anand Hiremath told they 
cannot continue to participate in election committee activities anymore. After soliciting the participation from 
several members, Harish mentioned that Naveen Hanumanthappa from Pittsburgh and Roopa Guddimath from 
Virginia have expressed the interest to be part of this committee and requested the approval from the board 
members. 
 
Mr. Girish asked whether committee was formed two year back and do we need to form the new committee 
for which Mr. Harish mentioned the timelines are as with the current team. It was formed on December 6th, 
2020. So will continue for 2 years until the end of the current term. Mr. Jay Jayadev confirmed by referring 



VSNA Bylaws that the current election committee need to continue and complete two years term. 
 
Mr. Nandish mentioned send out a formal email to ask if any other members are interested to fill the vacant 
positions. Harish agreed to send the formal invitation to the Board Members and requested them to share with 
their Chapter Members and solicit any interested members. 

CONCLUSION:   

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Harish will send out formal email to the board soliciting 
members to fill the vacant positions. 

Mr. Harish Hiremath N/A 

ACTION COMPLETED (After the meeting, info provided 
here only for records): 
Formal email sent out to board members and didn’t 
receive the expression of interest from any members. 
Hence, board was formally informed about the filling of 
two vacant positions by Roopa Guddimath and Naveen 
Hanuman (emails attached). 

MR. Harish Hiremath Request for 
Solicitation - 
Mar 5th 2022 
Filling the 
vacant 
position, Mar 
8th 2022 

 

Agenda Item 9: VCTF 2021 Update – Nagarathna & Bhavani 

Discussion: Start Time: 2:45 PM EST 

Mrs. Nagarathna gave an update on VSNA Children Talent Festival 2021. We had a good turnout and thanked 
all presidents and parents for encouraging children to participate in the festival. Also thanked judges who 
judged all the children unbiased. VCTF showcased top 5 talented kids in all categories. All the top 3 will get the 
gift certificates. 
 
Mrs. Bhavani mentioned that we collected $2181.00 as part of the VCTF donations. Mr. Harish again thanked 
all chapter presidents for their efforts.  

CONCLUSION: Gift Certificates will be sent to the children 

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

      

 

Agenda Item 10: International Basava Jayanti 2022 - Harish 

Discussion: Start Time: 2:55 PM EST 

Mr. Harish is looking for support from organizations across world. Mrs. Sumangala Desaigoudar last year 
worked hard to get support from many kannada kootas in Canada. Mr. Sidd Tumkur requested for template on 
standard communication. Mr. Harish will send it in an email. 

CONCLUSION:   

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Mr. Harish will send the standard communication that 
needs to go out. 

Mr. Harish Hiremath 

  

 

 



Agenda Item 11: VSNA Convention 2022 - Discussion 

Discussion: Start Time: 2:56 PM EST 

Mr. Harish talked about conducting the convention and discussed whether to go with physical event or virtual. 
Conducting physical event is very challenging and total financial responsibility must be taken by Central VSNA. 
With all the uncertainty and financial risk is it possible to conduct physical event? Majority of board members 
recommended to conduct onsite convention as follows:  
 
Mr. Jay mentioned to go with expectation of getting 150-200 people and should not be that difficult.  
Mr. Girish agreed with Jay and suggested to go with onsite convention. 
Mr. Nadish second with Jay and Girish. 
Mr. Kiran agree on onsite convention. 
Mr. Lokesh was also with going on site convention. 
Mr. Tumbesh recommended for hybrid approach.  
Mr. Dilip, Asked whether chapter presidents can commit and also raised the concern on financial fallout if 150-
200 can't come? 
Mr. Jay recommended if we can be creative and reduce it to 1 day or 1 and half a day then that is good too. 
Mr. Tumbesh had a question what is the purpose of meeting 150-200 when we have 5000 to 10000 people in 
USA. 
MRs Roopali also requested to send out communication to share among all of our chapter members. 
 
Harish challenged all the board members to mobilize five to six families from their chapters and confirm by Pre-
registration. All board members agreed. 

CONCLUSION: Pre-registration request and form to be sent out 

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Send out Pre-registration form  Mr. Harish Hiremath   

 

Agenda Item 12: Kali Pramod Donation - Bhavani 

Discussion: Start Time: 3:13 PM EST 

Mrs. Bhavani read out donations received from about 15 different people. Main contributions were from 
Maryland chapter $1500, probably from Pittsburgh chapter it is $1426.00 and lot of other individual $100 
donations. Total collection is $4930.00. 
 
Mr. Jay mentioned he has received some queries on why we are raising money for some ones burned house as 
Insurance companies are there. 
 
Mr. Nijaguna said there were no questions raised when people donated the money.  
 
Mrs. Bhavani will send out the donation receipts whomever needs them for their tax purpose. 

CONCLUSION: Board requested Bhavani to send out the collected amount to Kali Pramod 

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Bhavani will wait till weekend before transferring the 
money. 

Bhavani Moodabagil 3/6/2022 

 

 



Agenda Item 13: Gift Agreement for the Mega Donation by Doddamani - Bhavani 

Discussion: Start Time: 3:18 PM EST 

Bhavani explained the process, various discussions held with banker Morgan & Stanley, its lawyers along with 
donor from past several weeks. We did get few suggestions from Senior Advisors and BOR earlier to discussions 
and some of them have been incorporated into the final agreement. She solicited the suggestions, comments 
and input from the board within a week. As the next step of the process, the agreement will be reviewed by 
the lawyers and CPA, to finalize (DRAFT Agreement is attached) 
 
Harish added few more details and mentioned the biggest concern of the donor is to make sure that the intent 
and stipulations of the Gift Agreement are irrevocable. He is worried that future boards must not change the 
intent or stipulations of this agreement and use the gift funds for other purposes deviating from the agreed 
stipulations. We will continue to discuss this main concern with the lawyers and see how VSNA can address 
donor’s main concern. 
 
Board formally thanked Doddamani for the generous donation to VSNA which will make sure the annual 
revenue of 5K to 6K to assist our activities directed towards our children – future generation. 

CONCLUSION: EC will wait to hear the comments from the board 

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Finalize the Gift Agreement  Bhavani & Harish N/A 

 

Agenda Item 14: Chayapathy VSNA Transparency Case Update - Harish 

Discussion: Start Time: 3:29 PM EST 

Current State: This is taking little bit longer and our lawyers are chasing the case. So now it is us who are asking 
Mr. Chayapathy whether they need any other documentations but have not heard back from them yet. 

CONCLUSION:  Wait to hear from Chayapathy’s attorneys  

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

  
   
Agenda Item 15: Hadimani Defamation Case Update - Harish 

Discussion: Start Time: 3:30 PM EST 

Current State: Hadimani attorneys wanted to get the extension. Initially it was extended till February 14th but 
later they wanted more time. Second request was refused by VSNA, but now court has given them the final 
date of March 7th, 2022.  

CONCLUSION:   

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

    N/A 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 16: VSNA Bylaw Amendments - Harish 



Discussion: Start Time: 3:31 PM EST 

Mr. Harish has already discussed few of the intended Bylaw amendments with Mr. Dhananjaya, Mr. Girish and 
Mrs. Bhavani (specifically related our Annual Membership). He mentioned that over the years, many people 
have abused Bylaw provisions related to the annual membership and few structural modifications are needed 
to strengthen the VSNA organization. He will share the data with board in near future and the amendments will 
be pursued only if there is majority agreement, otherwise any effort to pursue further will be dropped. 
Changes will be only in the form of amendments and options will be given for each to be voted by everyone.  

CONCLUSION:  For information only 

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

    N/A 

 

Meeting ended at 3.34PM EST. 

Note: All the ACTIONS COMPLETED with respect to the action items are attached to this Minutes of 

Meeting for records and future reference. 

1. VSNA Austin - New Chapter Formation Approval Documentation.pdf 

2. VSNA Indiana - New Chapter Formation Approval Documentation.pdf 

3. VSNA Election Committee Members - To fill vacant positions.pdf 

4. International Basava Jayanthi 2022 - A cordial invitation.pdf 

5. Gift Agreement - Doddamani & VSNA - DRAFT - Rev 0.pdf 



3/22/22, 5:17 PM Gmail - Re: VSNA Austin - New Chapter Formation Approval Documentation

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=413380d1ba&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar2819171022695285435%7Cmsg-a%3Ar-2663834784290414259&simpl=msg-a%3Ar-266383478429041… 1/2

VSNA All Chapters <harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com>

Re: VSNA Austin - New Chapter Formation Approval Documentation

1 message

VSNA All Chapters <harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com> Tue, Mar 8, 2022 at 3:06 PM
To: vsna-officers@googlegroups.com, vsna-chapters-presidents@googlegroups.com, vsna-elected-bod@googlegroups.com

Sharanu,

For the message sent in the previous email regarding VSNA Austin Chapter formation "I know nearly unanimously all the directors welcomed this new chapter with open arms to our national level extended family. But, since Vidya from Florida asked me to share the approval
documentation with you all, I thought it is my duty to satisfy her request. Hence, I am sharing the VSNA Austin - New Chapter Formation Approval Documentation for your review and reference. With this action, we are admitting them as our new chapter, unless I receive any
objections from any of you.", we didn't receive any objections from Vidya or any other board members. Hence the issue is satisfactorily closed.

On Sun, Feb 27, 2022 at 7:35 PM VSNA All Chapters <harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com> wrote:
Sharanu,


I started the effort of forming a group in the Austin area of Texas nearly a year ago. It took a lot of effort in motivating - finding families, finding leaders, encouraging them to come forward, explaining them the benefits for forming the group, assuring them to assist them in the
formation steps, etc. It is very satisfying to see them reaching this point after several Zoom Sessions. 


I know near unanimously all the directors welcomed this new chapter with open arms to our national level extended family. But, since Vidya from Florida asked me to share the approval documentation with you all, I thought it is my duty to satisfy her request. Hence, I am
sharing the VSNA Austin - New Chapter Formation Approval Documentation for your review and reference. With this action, we are admitting them as our new chapter, unless I receive any objections from any of you.








-- 


mailto:harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com


3/22/22, 5:17 PM Gmail - Re: VSNA Austin - New Chapter Formation Approval Documentation

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=413380d1ba&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar2819171022695285435%7Cmsg-a%3Ar-2663834784290414259&simpl=msg-a%3Ar-266383478429041… 2/2

Sharanu Sharanarthigalu,

Kindly Join "VSNA All Chapters" @ FB & YouTube Channel & Support


Harish Hiremath

President, VSNA.



Om Namah Shivaya 

Om Sri Guru Basava Lingaya Namah

29 Stalynn Ln,
Houston, TX 77027

C: 832 607 3843, R:
832 706 0009



3/22/22, 5:03 PM Gmail - Re: VSNA Indiana - New Chapter Formation Approval Documentation

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=413380d1ba&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar-166130555266521728%7Cmsg-a%3Ar7464642067736585833&simpl=msg-a%3Ar74646420677365858… 1/2

VSNA All Chapters <harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com>

Re: VSNA Indiana - New Chapter Formation Approval Documentation

1 message

VSNA All Chapters <harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com> Sat, Mar 12, 2022 at 3:56 PM
To: vsna-officers@googlegroups.com, vsna-chapters-presidents@googlegroups.com, vsna-elected-bod@googlegroups.com

Sharanu,

For the message sent in the previous email regarding VSNA Indiana Chapter formation "I know nearly unanimously all the directors welcomed this new chapter with open arms to our national level extended family. But, since Vidya from Florida asked me to share the approval
documentation with you all, I thought it is my duty to satisfy her request. Hence, I am sharing the VSNA Austin - New Chapter Formation Approval Documentation for your review and reference. With this action, we are admitting them as our new chapter, unless I receive any
objections from any of you.", we didn't receive any objections from Vidya or any other board members. Hence the issue is satisfactorily closed.

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 4:02 PM VSNA All Chapters <harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com> wrote:

Sharanu,


I started the effort of forming a group in Indiana nearly a year ago. Challenges in the Indiana group were a bit different! Even Though, there are a larger number of Veerashaiva-Lingayats in this area, some of them were a bit disillusioned with VSNA by seeing the non-
harmonious behaviour of nearby chapters and central VSNA. After being part of their WhatsAp group. I started sharing all our activities and slowly these group members started participating in our activities and developing appreciation. It took a lot of effort in motivating -
finding leaders, encouraging them to come forward, explaining the positive aspects by formalizing the group, assuring them to assist them in the formation steps, etc. It is very satisfying to see them reaching this point after several Zoom Sessions and I am very confident
soon they will have a large group of active families.


I know nearly unanimously all the directors welcomed this new chapter with open arms to our national level extended family. But, since Vidya from Florida asked me to share the approval documentation with you all, I thought it is my duty to satisfy her request. Hence, I am
sharing the VSNA Indiana - New Chapter Formation Approval Documentation for your review and reference. With this action, we are admitting them as our new chapter, unless I receive any objections from any of you.






-- 


Sharanu Sharanarthigalu,

Kindly Join "VSNA All Chapters" @ FB & YouTube Channel & Support


Harish Hiremath

mailto:harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com


3/22/22, 5:03 PM Gmail - Re: VSNA Indiana - New Chapter Formation Approval Documentation

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=413380d1ba&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar-166130555266521728%7Cmsg-a%3Ar7464642067736585833&simpl=msg-a%3Ar74646420677365858… 2/2

President, VSNA.



Om Namah Shivaya 

Om Sri Guru Basava Lingaya Namah

29 Stalynn Ln,
Houston, TX 77027

C: 832 607 3843, R:
832 706 0009



3/11/22, 4:51 PM Gmail - Re: VSNA Election Committee Members - To fill vacant positions

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=526ecf12d1&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1725883841969342165%7Cmsg-f%3A1726768847421940685&simpl=msg-f%3A1726768847421940685&… 1/2

Kiran Babaladi <kirangb@gmail.com>

Re: VSNA Election Committee Members - To fill vacant positions

1 message

VSNA All Chapters <harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com> Tue, Mar 8, 2022 at 4:31 PM
To: vsna-officers@googlegroups.com, vsna-chapters-presidents@googlegroups.com, vsna-elected-bod@googlegroups.com

Sharanu,

In the previous formal communication, we solicited help from you to share and discuss with your chapter members and request the interested members to send
their email to harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com by Saturday, March 5th 2022. 

As of today, we have received email confirmation from the following two members expressing interest in serving as a member of our Election Committee:
1. Roopa Guddmath, Past Chapter President of Virginia & DC Chapter.

2. Naveen Hanuma, Past Chapter President of  Pittsburg Chapter.

Hence, we formally fill the two vacant positions in our Elections Committee by these VSNA leaders to assist us in any future election process.

On Sat, Feb 26, 2022 at 9:04 PM VSNA All Chapters <harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com> wrote:

Sharanu,


As discussed in the AMS#22-01, we need to fill two vacant positions of current Election Committee members (whose term is upto Dec 6th of 2022). We hereby
request the self nomination of any interested life member or annual member, preferably who have PREVISOUSLY served our organization as BOD, BOR  or
Election Committee members. Please kindly discuss with your chapter members and request the interested members to send their email to
harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com by Saturday, March 5th 2022. Please request them to provide a brief about their previous service to our organization. 
Appreciate your assistance and cooperation to fill the election committee vacant positions.



-- 


Sharanu Sharanarthigalu,

Kindly Join "VSNA All Chapters" @ FB & YouTube Channel & Support


Harish Hiremath

President, VSNA.




mailto:harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com
mailto:harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com
mailto:harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com


3/11/22, 4:51 PM Gmail - Re: VSNA Election Committee Members - To fill vacant positions

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=526ecf12d1&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1725883841969342165%7Cmsg-f%3A1726768847421940685&simpl=msg-f%3A1726768847421940685&… 2/2

Om Namah Shivaya 

Om Sri Guru Basava Lingaya Namah

29 Stalynn Ln,
Houston, TX 77027

C: 832 607 3843, R:
832 706 0009

-- 

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "VSNA-Elected-BOD" group.

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to vsna-elected-bod+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.

To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/vsna-elected-bod/CABukEZPZt7Z9ov59sWuf%3DR8KW-NE2RVrWt%2BE-
oSGC%3DsZxQGqCg%40mail.gmail.com.

For more options, visit https://groups.google.com/d/optout.


mailto:vsna-elected-bod+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/vsna-elected-bod/CABukEZPZt7Z9ov59sWuf%3DR8KW-NE2RVrWt%2BE-oSGC%3DsZxQGqCg%40mail.gmail.com?utm_medium=email&utm_source=footer
https://groups.google.com/d/optout


3/11/22, 4:52 PM Gmail - International Basava Jayanthi 2022 - A cordial invitation

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=526ecf12d1&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1726473446878038544%7Cmsg-f%3A1726473446878038544&simpl=msg-f%3A1726473446878038544&… 1/3

Kiran Babaladi <kirangb@gmail.com>

International Basava Jayanthi 2022 - A cordial invitation

1 message

VSNA All Chapters <harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com> Sat, Mar 5, 2022 at 10:15 AM
To: vsna-officers@googlegroups.com, vsna-chapters-presidents@googlegroups.com, vsna-elected-bod@googlegroups.com, vsna-bor@googlegroups.com, vsna-
advisors@googlegroups.com, "Basava Samithi, Bangalore" <basavasamithi.india@gmail.com>, Aravind Jatti <aravindjatti@gmail.com>, VSNA VIRC
<vsna.virc@gmail.com>, Bhuvaneshwari D P <Bhuvaneshwari.dp@basavasamithi.org>, Chinmaya Chigateri <cpchigateri@gmail.com>, Prabhudeva Chiga
<prabhudeva555@yahoo.com>, veerannadande@gmail.com, Yashavanth Gadi HSS <yashavanth_raja@yahoo.com>, Basavraj Sadar <bcsadar@gmail.com>

Sharanu, 

A cordial invitation to all Sharanas, Veerashaiva-Lingayats to participate actively. International Basava Jayanti 2022 organized and coordinated 
by Veerashaiva Samaja of North America, Basava Samithi of Bangalore and celebrated with the support/participation of more than fifty 
Veerashiva-Lingayat, Kannada, Indian and Global Organizations. Let us spread the Egalitarian and Humanitarian values of Basava's message to 
all our brothers and sisters of the WORLD!

Note: All chapter presidents, chapter members, senior leaders and life members are requested to spread these words to all the organizations 
in your cities, states and known to you.



3/11/22, 4:52 PM Gmail - International Basava Jayanthi 2022 - A cordial invitation

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=526ecf12d1&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1726473446878038544%7Cmsg-f%3A1726473446878038544&simpl=msg-f%3A1726473446878038544&… 2/3

-- 


Sharanu Sharanarthigalu,

Kindly Join "VSNA All Chapters" @ FB & YouTube Channel & Support


Harish Hiremath

President, VSNA.



3/11/22, 4:52 PM Gmail - International Basava Jayanthi 2022 - A cordial invitation

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=526ecf12d1&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1726473446878038544%7Cmsg-f%3A1726473446878038544&simpl=msg-f%3A1726473446878038544&… 3/3

Om Namah Shivaya 

Om Sri Guru Basava Lingaya Namah

29 Stalynn Ln,
Houston, TX 77027

C: 832 607 3843, R:
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%2Bhq_Qac_Sxa6PoK42NoPA%40mail.gmail.com.
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Kiran Babaladi <kirangb@gmail.com>

Gift Agreement - Doddamani & VSNA - DRAFT - Rev 0

1 message

VSNA All Chapters <harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com> Mon, Feb 28, 2022 at 3:38 PM
To: vsna-advisors@googlegroups.com, vsna-bor@googlegroups.com, vsna-officers@googlegroups.com, vsna-chapters-presidents@googlegroups.com, vsna-elected-
bod@googlegroups.com

Sharanu, 

It is with great pleasure and open heart that I congratulate again Shri Gadigeppa Doddamani for initiating a very innovative concept and showing a path to offer
fundamental charter of Dasoha as proposed in 12th century but as relevant and applicable to current Century USA. 

I also would like to complement our current Presidnet  Shri Harish Hiremath for executing  this “Doddamani concept of Dasoha” into modern framework to suite
Laws and Finanancial practices to be valid for decades to come for VSNA for future generations. 

Wishing all the best to VSNA for long time to serve our future generations 

Sharanu sharanarthy 

Mallikarjun Nalawadi 

On Fri, Feb 25, 2022 at 9:15 PM VSNA All Chapters <harish.vsnapresident@gmail.com> wrote:

Sharanu,


Please review the DRAFT Gift Agreement developed between Doddamani & VSNA with the guidance of Morgan & Stanley with respect to the mega donation
made by Doddamani family. Doddamani wanted to leave the selection of Charitable Organizations entirely to VSNA to decide later, but to avoid future
controversies, we have agreed on the beneficiaries and have indicated in this agreement. As a next step, we will be getting it reviewed by attorneys before
finalizing. 


We have provided the following hypothetical "What if" scenario (worked out by Morgan & Stanley) to understand and further appreciate the true significance of
the mega donation made by Doddamani to VSNA. If Doddamani had donated this amount in the year 2000, while taking into account all the market instability we
had over the years, the resulting outcome at the year 2020. This is based on transferring  5% of the Gift Fund market value to the VSNA Operating Account at
the end of every year, thus providing a constant stream of revenue (around $5,000) for the next twenty years.


In the provided "What if" scenario from 2000 to 2020, VSNA received $128,000 (around $6,400 every year) in twenty years and an additional sum of
$72.3K after distributing $100K to charities at the end of twenty years. We shall hope the market performance for next twenty years will be similar! For
more details, look at the summary details below and more detailed analysis by Morgan & Stanley attached along with the draft Gift Agreement.
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-- 


Sharanu Sharanarthigalu,

Kindly Join "VSNA All Chapters" @ FB & YouTube Channel & Support


Harish Hiremath

President, VSNA.
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Om Namah Shivaya 

Om Sri Guru Basava Lingaya Namah

29 Stalynn Ln,
Houston, TX 77027

C: 832 607 3843, R:
832 706 0009
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You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "VSNA-Advisors" group.

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to vsna-advisors+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.

To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/vsna-advisors/CABukEZN%3Diz3OZG6_c-P%
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To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to vsna-chapters-presidents+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
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MEETING MINUTES:                      DATE: 04/16/2022 TIME: 2:00 PM EST  VENUE: ZOOM CALL 

        

MEETING CHAIRED BY: Harish Hiremath, VSNA President 

TYPE OF MEETING: 
Anubhava Mantapa Session # 2 (VSNA BOD Meeting) 

MINUTES RECORDED BY: Kiran Babaladi, VSNA Secretary 

 

No Position Name 

1 President Mr. Harish Hiremath 

2 Vice President Mrs. Nagarathna Totada 

3 Treasurer Mrs. Bhavani Moodabagil 

4 Secretary Mr. Kiran Babaladi 

5 BOD Mr. Dilip Sivanna 

6 BOD Mr. Nandish Dhananjaya 

7 BOD Mr. Girish Budibetta 

No Chapter Chapter President 

      

8 South CA Mrs. Uma Hukkeri 

9 NY & NJ  Mr. Onkara Murundi  

10 Pittsburgh Mr. Virupaksha Hire Kotanakal 

11  Indiana Mr. Nandi Nagaraj 

12 Michigan Mr. Santosh Kumar Teli 

13 Austin Mr. Manohar Mutnal 

  



Agenda topics: 

 

AMS#2: Agenda 

1 Meet and greet 

2 Om Chanting & Vachana - Harish Hiremath 

3 Quorum/Agenda Confirmation - Kiran Babaladi 

4 

New Appointed Directors 
- Mr. Manohar Mutnal 
- Mr. Nandi Nagaraj 

5 International Basava Jayanti 2022 - Harish 

6 

VSNA Convention 2022 - Discussion 
 
Convention Facility & Financial Responsibility 
Fund Raising - Donations from Key Chapter Leaders 

7 Closing Remarks 

 

Meeting started at 2:00 PM EST. There was no quorum for the call. President Mr. Harish Hiremath 
started with the Chanting and Vachana “Bhaki Illada Badava Nanayya”. Proposed agenda was presented 
to the board and there were no objections to the proposed Agenda sent out.   
  



 

Agenda Item 4: New Appointed Directors 

Discussion: Start Time: 2:12 PM EST 

 
Mr. Nandi Nagaraj introduced himself and talked about the new Indiana chapter. He explained how Harish 
helped them to form the chapter and was involved from the beginning.  
 
Mr. Manohar Mutnal introduced himself and talked about the convention on how it is coming along. As of April 
16th, there are 10 families registered for the convention.  

CONCLUSION:   

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

      

 

 

Agenda Item 6: VSNA Convention 2022 - Discussion 

Discussion: Start Time: 2:18 PM EST 

 
Mr. Harish Hiremath presented the Convention facility and lodging venues. Discussed how it saved money by 
splitting lodging with convention venue facility instead of going under one roof. For lodging negotiated a price 
with Hilton for $89 per day. Convention will be of two-day event Saturday and Sunday but still need to finalize 
the program list. Friday evening is still undecided. It is depending on how many people coming into Houston 
from outside. There is still lot of uncertainty because people are going to India after the pandemic and 
significant financial risk. 
 
Houston is a small chapter and unable to host the convention on their own. Hence as a deviation to Bylaws, 
Central VSNA is taking total financial risk & responsibility with volunteer support from Houston Chapter. As this 
is the first time in history of VSNA, Central is taking financial responjointly in hosting the convention, we 
request strong participation, support and guidance from all the board members.   
 
The venue facility India House is a nonprofit organization and because VSNA is a nonprofit organization, they 
have given huge discount to VSNA. The venue will hold / cater up to 500 people. We will get to know more on 
the attendance in a months’ time as we are releasing early bird package this week. Early bird will end on May 
15. For early bird package we are thinking about $125 which is very low. This is lower than the last convention 
held at Chicago with was $140.  
 
Mr. Harish requested if anyone knows talented artists. Also mentioned due to finance constraints, convention 
can’t sponsor their air fares and they have to make their own arrangements/costs. We might be able to relax 
these conditions later depending on how much donations/registrations funds collected. 
 
Mr. Virupaksha requested Harish to send the formal separate email for requesting donations.  
 



Mr. Harish replied saying we are working on registration forms and trying to automate google forms where 
members can pay online for registrations.  
 
Mr. Kiran congratulated Harish & VSNA Officers for taking lead in organizing this on-site convention along with 
the support from Houston Chapter.  
 
Mr. Nandi asked general question on financial viability if registration is less than 300? Mr. Harish replied even 
with 200 we should be able to conduct this convention ad within Texas there are 4 chapters.  
 
Mr. Harish mentioned by splitting the venue we have saved at least $35-40K and hotel is not far from the 
venue. The distance between India House and Hilton is about 8 miles.  
 
Mr. Girish mentioned by splitting venue we will save lot of money especially facilities like Hilton or anyone 
charges based on per plate which is going to be very expensive.  
 
Mr. Nandi asked about the transportation. Mr. Harish mentioned that committee is planning to have a bus 
running between facility and hotel which is part of the budget, but we will decide on logistics depending on 
how many people need it.  
 
Mr. Harish thanked Mrs. Bhavani as she is working behind the scenes on reviewing all the key contracts, co 
signatory for Convention Account and taking lead in the fund-raising committee. Mrs Nagarathna is also 
actively participating in the convention activities from the Central VSNA. 
 
Mr. Dilip congratulated and said facility is the big decision which is already finalized and then conducting in-
person is a huge thing. He wished for a successful convention.  
  
Mr. Onkara said venue is a good one. Also, transportation is not a problem especially places like Houston. He 
recommended to think on catering to different age group people so that it is more attractive, and people will 
come. Also, he recommended to include Audio / Video in the budget. He gave details on the NJ/NY conference 
details. There were many people outside of VSNA (like other Kannadigas / Maharashtrians/Tamilians) have 
come along with that they had options for people coming in for 1 day / 2 days etc. He talked about Gururaj 
Karjagi as he is a very good VSNA speaker who is already in USA, and we can invite him to the convention.  
 
Mr. Harish said they are working on it and one of them is organizing the NASA tour. 
 
Mr. Santosh said he had question on the transportation which was already answered earlier. Also, they have a 
meeting for Basava Jayanti on May 3rd, and he will invite Mr. Harish. 
  
CONCLUSION:   

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

      

 

Meeting ended at 3.06 PM EST. 



MEETING MINUTES:                      DATE: 05/01/2022 TIME: 2:00 PM EST  VENUE: ZOOM CALL 

        

MEETING CHAIRED BY: Harish Hiremath, VSNA President 

TYPE OF MEETING: 
Anubhava Mantapa Session # 3 (VSNA BOD Meeting) 

MINUTES RECORDED BY: Kiran Babaladi, VSNA Secretary 

 

No Position Name 

1 President Mr. Harish Hiremath 

2 Treasurer Mrs. Bhavani Moodabagil 

3 Secretary Mr. Kiran Babaladi 

4 BOD Mr. Dilip Sivanna 

5 BOD Mr. Nandish Dhananjaya 

6 BOD Mr. Mahesh Patil 

No Chapter Chapter President 

      

7 NY & NJ  Mr. Onkara Murundi  

8 Ohio Mr. Sudhir Naikar 

9 Georgia  Mr. Jay Jayadev 

10 Toronto Mr. Kiran Shivappagoudar 

11 North Carolina Mr. Thumbesh Halnur 

12 Maryland Mr. Nijaguna Prasad 

13 Austin Mr. Manohar Mutnal 

14 Virginia Mr. Hebbani Lokesh 

15 Dallas Mr. Mahantesh Nashi 

16 Florida Mrs. Vidya Takkalaki 

17  Indiana Mr. Nandi Nagaraj 

18 San Antonio Mrs. Chaitannya Mallikarjun 

19 Pittsburgh 
Mr. Srikanth 
Hanumanthappa 

20 Detroit Mr. Santoshkumar Teli 

21 Chicago  Mr. Aakash Angadi 

22 Pennsylvania East Mr. Sidd Tumkur 

23 
Convention Fund Raising 
Committee lead 

Mrs. Kavya Hiremath 

24 
Convention Chair from 
Houston Chapter 

Mrs. Anuradha Gubbi 

  



Agenda topics: 

 

AMS#3: Agenda 

1 Meet and greet 

2 Om Chanting & Vachana - Harish Hiremath 

3 Quorum/Agenda Confirmation - Kiran Babaladi 

4 

VSNA Convention 2022 - Discussion 
 - How each board member will be assisting 
 - Program, Invited Dignitaries and Artists related discussions 

5 Closing Remarks 

 

 

Meeting started at 2:00 PM EST. Quorum was formed at 2:15 PM EST. President Mr. Harish Hiremath 

started with the Chanting and Vachana “Shileyolagana Pavakanante,  Udakadolagana Pratibimbadante” 

(ಶಿಲೆಯೊಳಗಣ ಪಾವಕನಂತೆ)  by Allam Prabhu.  

ಶಿಲೆಯೊಳಗಣ ಪಾವಕದಂತೆ 

ಉದಕದೊಳಗಣ ಪ್ರ ತಿಬಿಂಬದಂತೆ 

ಬೀಜದೊಳಗಣ ವೃಕ್ಷದಂತೆ 

ಶಬದ ದೊಳಗಣ ನಿಶಯ ಬದ ದಂತೆ 

ಗುಹೇಶವ ರ ನಿಮ್ಮ  ಶರಣ ಸಂಬಂಧ 

Proposed agenda was presented to the board and there were no objections to the proposed Agenda 

sent out. Also in this meeting, there was nothing put it on the table which was required for voting by 

everyone who attended the meeting. 

  



Agenda Item 8: VSNA Convention 2022 - Discussion 

Discussion: Start Time: 2:56 PM EST 

Mr. Harish started the meeting by talking about the VSNA 45th convention and went through the information 
which was already communicated to everyone on the convention facility venue, lodging facility (Hilton hotel) 
and other logistics.  
 
He explained how we ended up with the physical convention. In the late 3rd quarter of last year, many of the 
BOD members were on board with the physical convention but decision was pending because of many 
uncertainties. Houston chapter committee mentioned they were interested in hosting the convention, but they 
are not willing to take the financial risk & responsibility for the onsite convention.  But decision was put on hold 
till December/January because of the new Covid wave. In February 2022 board decided to hold the onsite 
convention agreeing to  Central VSNA taking the lead along with full financial responsibility and accountability. 
Houston chapter will join together to provide the volunteer support needed to run the convention. .   
 
After this clear agreement, Houston chapter members elected unanimously Anuradha Gubbi and Mamatha 
Kumari as Chair and Co-chair from Houston Chapter.  Harish Hiremath and Nagarathna Totada represented as 
Chair/Treasurer and Co-chair from Central VSNA. Central VSNA opened a temporary account in Bank of 
America under their existing account and started the convention related activities. 
 
As of May 1st, almost 45 people have registered. Almost 15 rooms have been booked as well. Already fund-
raising committee called all life members once atleast and informing them about the convention. Also involved 
local chapters like Dallas, Austin and San Antonio and San Antonio chapter is providing more support than 
expected.  So far $6000 donations have been collected.  
 
He requested all other BOD and chapter presidents to explain how each, and everyone can help in to make this 
convention successful.  
 
All Presidents and BOD members talked about how they are going to help and how they have started already 
outreaching people from their respective chapters. 
 
Mr. Jay Jayadev mentioned they are already talking about and will send some good donation from Georgia 
chapter. Every message comes from convention goes through all members in Georgia chapter. Goal is to have 
5-6 families to attend the convention. Also recommended to create an FAQ with all the queries for the 
convention especially with the Covid is still lingering.  
 
Mr. Hebbani Lokesh mentioned they are outreaching people, and they are anticipating 5-6 families to attend 
the convention. Also, all the communications are going out immediately. One suggestion was to announce or 
come up with the program list. Another recommendation is to contact Karnataka government to send some 
artists as it will help to gather people. 
 
Mr. Harish said Muruga Sharanaru already accepted the invitation and Suttur Swamiji is almost accepted. We 
are trying to get sponsorship for the artists and will announce in the next couple of weeks. 
 
Mr. Onkara Murundi they are already sending communications out and requesting families to attend. If they 
can’t attend see whether they can donate some money towards the convention. Also, from the chapter they 
are sending $500 as a donation to the convention.  
 



Mrs. Chaitannya Mallikarjun is leading medical and health board. Pretty much all active members from San 
Antonio are involved in the convention as part of one or another committee. As of now 5 families out of 10 
have already been registered. Also, San Antonio chapter is planning to have children competition.  
 
Mr. Manohar Mutnal from Austin chapter is encouraging people to register for the convention. Also, he 
requested some guidance on how to raise the funds as Austin is relatively very new chapter.  
 
Mr. Mahantesh Nashi from Dallas chapter thanked Harish for visiting the Dallas chapter weekend program. 
They are hoping to have a very good response as they have some exposure of hosting the convention before. 
 
Mr. Sudhir Naikar sending out all the communications to the chapter members. They are meeting members in 
person and hope members register soon and working on collecting donations.  
 
Mr. Kiran Shivappagoudar as other chapters are doing, sending out communications to all members. They are 
forming a committee so that they can reach out to people and then see whether they can collectively go 
together to the convention.   
 
Mr. Nijaguna Prasad mentioned he is in inline with all the great ideas which everyone one presented. Also, he 
seconded creating the FAQ so that members will get their queries answered. Mr. Harish mentioned we need to 
encourage local artists from Maryland has many of them are accomplished artists. 
 
Mr. Santoshkumar Teli will invite Harish to talk to members in their local chapter events so that Harish can 
address members directly. Requested including him the fund-raising committee.  
 
Mr. Mahesh Patil mentioned Detroit has many senior leaders and as Mr. Santoshkumar mentioned we will talk 
and raise funds for the convention. Harish requested Mr. Mahesh to work with Mr. Jay with the business forum 
for the convention.  
 
Mrs. Vidya Takkalaki mentioned she has already spread the word to all the members and did talk in the 
Shivaratri celebrations. She is encouraging members to participate in the programs. 
 
Mr. Aakash Angadi mentioned they have Basava Jayanthi celebration on May 14th and connect personally with 
individually. He will talk about the requesting donations.  
 
Mr. Nandish Dhananjaya mentioned they are discussing on attending the convention and will help any of the 
convention ideas with all the lesson learnt documents. They are stressing on attending the convention. 
 
Mr. Dilip Sivanna said they meet 10-12 times within a year and the communication within Georgia chapter is 
excellent. He recommended meeting in person which grows more bondness which he has seen within the 
chapter.  
 
Mr. Thumbesh Halnur mentioned this week was difficult with some tragedy but as he had mentioned earlier 
there is a conflict with one marriage and 7-8 families are attending it including himself. He is trying his best to 
see whether anyone else can attend the convention.  
 
Mr. Srikanth Hanumanthappa mentioned on the VSNA matrimonial Committee “Sammilana” program, hoping 
many folks register and he will send out the flyer on the same.  
 



Mr. Nandi Nagaraj mentioned as other chapters, they are passing all the communications to the members 
without any delay. For donations they have target of $2000 and collecting as much as possible and send it out. 
Also working on members participating in the convention.  
 
Mrs. Kavya Hiremath spoke about the fund raising. She has already called all life member and providing them 
the information with the convention. Few have communicated that they will attend the convention, and few 
have said they can’t, but she is requesting them to donate money.  
 
Mrs. Anuradha Gubbi mentioned that this opportunity motivated her, and she is very happy to meet everyone 
at Houston.  
 
Mr. Kiran Babaladi mentioned it is excellent to have the convention in person and working on talking to folks 
within the Florida chapter.  Also checking with Artistes whether they can come on their own and perform 
where we are not able to sponsor for their travel.  
 
Mrs. Bhavani Moodabagil mentioned that it is better for all presidents to talk to members to provide one 
small/short program that will help with the registrations etc. In Chicago chapter they are encouraging people 
to take package this will help to register as well donate some extra money. 
 
Mr. Harish mentioned so far it is going on well and the early bird registration ends on May 15th and hoping to 
have more registrations by that time. 
  
CONCLUSION:   

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

      

 

Mr. Harish provided information on the International Basava Jayanti. Many international organizations 

including Basava Samiti as involved with this. There are two sessions. One in the morning 9.30 AM EST 

and second one in the afternoon/evening 7 PM EST. Morning is mainly for the North American region 

and evening is for mainly Asia Pacific region. Programs are not repeating in both the sessions. Everyone 

appreciating the leadership provided from here. Please encourage all members to watch the live 

youtube channel. 

Meeting ended at 3.24 PM EST. 



MEETING MINUTES:                      DATE: 06/04/2022 TIME: 2:00 PM EST  VENUE: ZOOM CALL 

        

MEETING CHAIRED BY: Harish Hiremath, VSNA President 

TYPE OF MEETING: 
Anubhava Mantapa Session # 4 (VSNA BOD Meeting) 

MINUTES RECORDED BY: Kiran Babaladi, VSNA Secretary 

 

No Position Name 

1 President Mr. Harish Hiremath 

2 Secretary Mr. Kiran Babaladi 

3 BOD Mr. Girish Budibetta 

      

No Chapter Chapter President 

      

4 Georgia  Mr. Jay Jayadev 

5 North Carolina Mrs. Poornima Halnur 

6 Maryland Mr. Nijaguna Prasad 

7 Detroit Mr. Santoshkumar Teli 

8 Pittsburg Mr. Virupaksha  Hire Kotanakal 

9 Convention Fund Raising lead Mrs. Kavya Hiremath 

10 Convention Chair, Houston Mrs. Anuradha Gubbi 

  



Agenda topics: 

 

AMS#4: Agenda 

1 Meet and greet 

2 Om Chanting & Vachana - Harish Hiremath 

3 Quorum/Agenda Confirmation - Kiran Babaladi 

4 VSNA 45th Convention Donations & Update 

5 Legal Cases - Update 

6 Joint BOD & BOR meeting at Convention. 

 

 

Meeting started at 2:00 PM EST. There was no Quorum formed for the meeting. President Mr. Harish 

Hiremath started with the Chanting and Vachana “Kageya Tindavannalede Bhaktavanalla” by Allam 

Prabhu.  

 

Proposed agenda was presented to the board and there were no objections to the proposed Agenda 

sent out.  

  



Agenda Item 4: VSNA 45th Convention Donations & Update 

Discussion: Start Time: 2:08 PM EST 

Mr. Harish provided the detailed update on the VSNA 45th convention to the board members. He mentioned 
as of now following items have been committed. 

1. Facility – Program and Guest Room 
2. Decorations 
3. Logistics for transporting (arranging vans) people from Hilton to India house. This week sending out 

survey to get the number of people attending from outside. Right now, 50-60 people have registered 
from outside of Texas.  

 
Food Contract will be finalized in next couple of weeks. Getting north Karnataka items like Jolad Rotti, Chutney 
powders etc from Belgaum. 
 
Invited many Swamijis but not financing any one as part of the convention. If they come up to Houston, then 
we are taking responsibility of arranging guest room and registration fees for only Swamijis but not for other 
accompanying guests. They must manage on their own accommodation and have to pay for registration fees.  
 
Dr. Shivamurthy Murugha Sharanaru from ChitraDurga have confirmed. Invited Sutturu Swamiji but they have 
declined because of other commitments. Shivaganga Swamiji from Tumkur is coming. One of the VSNA 
member is sponsoring for his visit. Also invited one blind Swamiji, Basavananda from Dharwad and he is very 
good orator. Some one is sponsoring him but currently he doesn’t have the Visa. So we are not sure whether 
he will get visa intime. Invited Shivakumar Swamiji from Tumkur who had accepted but now not coming 
because of other commitments.  
 
As a main chief guest Dr. C Somashekar president of Basava Vedika Bangalore, is volunteered to come here. He 
has attended many conventions before as guest.  
 
Invitation also sent to chief minister Mr. Basavaraj Bommai. We have not received any confirmation yet on his 
attendance, but he has said he will send a message. 
 
Contacted Mr. B. S. Yediyurappa and he is unable to attend but will send the message. We have sent him the 
format. We have received one more sponsor for his son Vijayendra and he is willing to come on his own. 
  
Regarding invited artists we are mainly encouraging local artists for the convention. Some of the artists are 
Usha Prabhu from San Francisco, Shivaranjani from New Jersey, few classical singers from Houston and San 
Antonio, and few singers from Virginia and Dallas. The main idea will be to have two evenings of musical 
events. Saturday evening mainly for the devotional and Sunday evening is for Orchestra. For the Orchestra, it is 
a local artists formed the group and performing on Sunday evening.  
 
In the history of VSNA, this is the first convention where central VSNA is taking full financial responsibility with 
the support from the Houston Chapter to organize this convention. As the central VSNA taking the financial 
responsibility, there is no necessity to transfer the seed money to the Houston chapter. Instead, we (Bhavani 
and Harish) created a separate account “VSNA 45th Convention” in Bank of America and transferred the seed 
money. It is still managed by Central VSNA officers (Treasurer & President). So, all registrations, donations etc 
are directly coming in to Central VSNA account. Houston is offering only the volunteer efforts. This is the 
reason why we didn’t pass the explicit resolution in the Board meeting for $19K seed money transfer.  



Also Mr. Harish said he is saying this from the beginning, in all board meeting, where central VSNA will take 
financial responsibility. This is the first time it is done like this as no chapter came forward to host the 
convention on their own taking full financial responsibility like previous conventions. If Central VSNA has not 
taken this risk, this convention would not have been happening.  
 
Mr. Girish mentioned this year it was different situation as we are coming out of pandemic but in future as a 
risk aversion no chapter may want to take the full financial responsibility and risk. It is easier to say let central 
VSNA take financial responsibility. Even big chapters like Chicago or New England might not take the 
responsibility and this may set the precedence that Central VSNA will take the full financial burden. These 
conventions always have been self-reliant with full financial responsibility taken by the hos chapters and 
Central VSNA has played the role of providing seed money. He also asked whether we have funds in the central 
VSNA? Whether budget has been proposed to the board.  
 
Mr. Harish said we have the seed money as sent in the email which was $19K. And other board members are 
helping to raise the funds and he is expecting to raise $30K in funds. Ohio chapter already donated some small 
amount. San Antonio already raised about $6K. As of today, we have collected about $18K in donations. 
Another $12K is expected as part of the initial budget estimation.  
 
Mr. Harish presented the budget for the convention screen shot of which is attached below.  
 
 



 
 
 



After reviewing the above numbers Mr. Girish felt it is feasible and other members also agreed. 
 
Mrs. Kavya Hiremath leading the fund raising and have created the Amantrana committee which is calling each 
Dallas Chapter members as only 4 families have registered so far. Also, registration team have already called all 
life members.  
 
Mr. Harish asked how everyone can help to raise funds from their respective chapters.  
 
Mr. Girish mentioned if every chapter can donate $500 then we should be able to cover the $12 K difference as 
we have almost 23 chapters.  
 
Mr. Harish also mentioned that as part of going with India house and lodging separately instead of all under 
one roof, it saved almost $30K. If we can raise $12K we should be able to save some money and give it back to 
central VSNA.   
 
Mr. Jay mentioned the chapter already approved $1500 and will send the check soon.  
 
Mr. Harish mentioned if we model like this, we can take the convention to many places where we have smaller 
chapters and not just limiting to few big chapters to host the conventions. 
 
Mrs. Kavya Hiremath said she will try to call all the chapter presidents, life members and previous donors and 
raise the balance donations.   
 
Mr. Nijaguna said they are motivating all members and passing all the information to members. One thing we 
heard is many members are planning to visit India. Also, they will check and donate $500 as they are doing it 
every year. 
 
Mrs. Poornima said they are passing all the communications to the members, and they have cancelled Basava 
Jayanti which was supposed to happen in 10-12 days. But they are working hard to collect the money. Also, 
many families are going to wedding happening in the NY.  
 
Mr. Virupaksha said they are passing all the communications to chapter members and also requested for the 
donation and attend the convention.  
 
Mr. Santoshkumar said couple of chapter members are coming to convention. He will try his best to raise the 
donation.  
 
Mr. Jay mentioned 4-5 families might have already registered and will donate rest $1500. Any convention 
happening in the future must be in the collaborative way. So, moving forward we have to brainstorm and come 
up with different tactics to conduct conventions. It should not be difficult for us raise the funds and conduct 
the convention.  
 
Mrs. Anuradha Gubbi, Convention Chair from Houston, mentioned she is very optimistic, and convention will 
go well.  
  
CONCLUSION:   

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 



 

   

Agenda Item 5: Legal Cases – Update 

Discussion: Start Time: 2:59 PM EST 

Mr. Harish mentioned legal cases are not going away and they are dragging.  
 
Mr. Chayapathy’s Lawyers are dragging the case. We have provided all the information and minutes of the 
meeting from 2018.  They are not willing to close it. As we have asked them many times on what else they 
want, they have taken lot of time to reply. So as per our lawyers, If they go Infront of the judge, they are in a 
weaker position. So, it is impossible for them to impact VSNA. Also, all the costs in this case are covered by 
insurance.  
 
In case of Mr. Hadimani case, we won in the lower court and court penalized them $6500. They went to higher 
court and if they lose, they must pay $2500. But his case will go for longer time. 6 months or if they go to trial 
then it might go to 2-3 years.  

CONCLUSION:   

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

    

 

Meeting ended at 3.04 PM EST. 

 

  



MEETING MINUTES:                      DATE: 07/30/2022 TIME: 2:00 PM EST  VENUE: ZOOM CALL 

        

MEETING CHAIRED BY: Harish Hiremath, VSNA President 

TYPE OF MEETING: 
Anubhava Mantapa Session # 5 (VSNA BOD Meeting) 

MINUTES RECORDED BY: Harish Hiremath, VSNA President 

 

No Position Name 

1 President Mr. Harish Hiremath 

2 Vice President Mrs. Nagaratna Totad 

3 Treasurer  Mrs. Bhavani Moodabagil 

4 BOD Mr. Nandish Dhananjaya 

   

      

No Chapter Chapter President 

      

5 Georgia  Mr. Jay Jayadev 

6 Florida Mrs. Vidya Takkalaki 

7 Houston Mr. Swaroop C. K. 

8 Detroit Mr. Gadigeppa Doddamani 

9 Tennessee Mr. Sajjan Shiva 

   

  



Agenda topics: 

 

AMS#5: Agenda 

1 Meet and greet 

2 Om Chanting & Vachana - Harish Hiremath 

3 Quorum/Agenda Confirmation – Harish Hiremath 

4 VSNA 45th Convention updates & Financial Report 

5 VSNA Elections 2023-2024 

6 VSNA Bylaw Amendments 

 

 

Meeting started at 2:05 PM EST. There was no Quorum formed for the meeting. President Mr. Harish 

Hiremath started with the Chanting and Vachana “Jgnanada Baladinda Agnanada Kedu Nodayya” by 

Basavanna.  

 

Proposed agenda was presented to the board and there were no objections to the proposed Agenda 

sent out. Me. Harish mentioned as there is no quorum if there is anything needed for the voting, he will 

send it for electronic voting. 

  



Agenda Item 4: VSNA 45th Convention updates 

Discussion: Start Time: 2:10 PM EST 

Mr. Harish thanked all organizing committees, all chapter presidents, volunteers, and donors for the successful 
VSNA 45th Convention.  There were lot of encouragement came in from every corner. 18 Agnatha Sharanaru 
which was main theme of the Samanvaya convention became a Sharana Samanvaya as a content as many folks 
get to know many of the sharanas.  
 
In addition, we had all the local artists participated in the convention. It showcased how much local talent we 
have here within USA. On food side, there was one comment saying there were too many options. There was a 
concern on the expenses just before the convention, but in the last week we got about $20K in donations. Mr. 
Guruswamy Ayya volunteered to donate $5000 for reception dinner on Friday night which was not initially 
planned. Mr. Harish thanked Mr. Gadigeppa, Mr. Nadish Dhananjaya, Mr. Jay Jayadev, Mrs. Bhavani, Mr. Sajjan 
Shiva, and Mr. Ravi Bhooplapur for their support and donations.  
 
Mr. Harish Shared the financial report as of July 27th, 2022, as there were couple more pending expenses to be 
paid like souvenir etc. (Attachment #1: Detailed Financial Report PPT presented). 
 

 
 
Mr. Harish talked about some history on the convention. He mentioned for this convention we completely 
deviated from the bylaws as no chapter came forward to organize the convention. Most of the VSNA board 
members wanted to have a onsite convention, But Houston chapter was not ready to take any financial 



responsibility and offered only volunteer support. Hence, for the first time in VSNA history, the Central VSNA 
took the total financial responsibility and accountability for organizing and conducting the convention. What it 
means to Central VSNA? If we are short by $10K today, I would have called similar meeting of all the board 
members and would have asked to help us to fund the shortage. 
 
Mrs. Kavya Hiremath took responsibility of fund raising along with Mr. Gadigeppa and Mrs. Bhavani on behalf 
of central VSNA. Mr. Harish mentioned that among key donors, Dr. Sudhir Kumar, BOR member donated for 
Basava Dasohi, which was $9000, Mr. Guruswamy Ayya $5000  and San Antonio chapter donated $6000 along 
with active volunteering. 
 
Mr. Yatish Jakatimath from San Antonio worked actively in the food committee and got all the north Karnataka 
food from India. He donated all the expenses and food to the convention.  
 
Food expenses is the biggest one which is about 20K. Facility was about 6K etc so total expenses were about 
$54.7K. Total Incoming funds is $110K and expenses were less than 50%.  
 
Mr. Harish mentioned he needed some advice on the remaining surplus funds which are around $32K. As per 
the Bylaws, 50% of the Surplus funds belongs to Convention Trust Fund and remaining 50% ($16K) need to be 
shared by the organizing chapters (Central VSNA and Houston Chapter). He mentioned that he has already 
talked to Mr. Gadigeppa, Mrs. Bhavani, Mrs. Nagarathna, Mr. Jay, Mr. Nandish regarding this matter and got 
differing opinions. Various scenarios have emerged, shall we share it equally with Central VSNA and Houston 
chapter (50% each - $8K each) or shall we share with different proportions. Those arguing for different 
proportions are pointing out the 100% financial responsibility taken by Central VSNA.  
 
As the five-year Chapter President of Houston and current Central VSNA president, I am in a tricky situation 
with respect to this sharing issue and hence would like to Abstain from voting or indicating my personal 
position. Hence, the VSNA Board need to decide the apportionment of the balance funds between two 
organizing partners – Central VSNA & Houston Chapter. 
 
Mr. Gadigeppa said all these years central VSNA didn’t take any financial responsibility. So in this specific 
convention case, the balance surplus amount this additional $16K should also must go to Convention Trust 
Fund.  
 
Mr. Sajjan Shiva agreed with what Mr. Gadigeppa said but looking at different angle, so that next time local 
chapter can come and organize the local chapter share 25% ($4K) to local chapter and remaining ($12K) to 
Central VSNA. But as per by laws all need to go to central VSNA.  
 
Mrs. Bhavani mentioned that she is in line with what Mr. Sajjan Shiva said to incentivize local chapter ($4K) so 
that in future other chapters can come forward to host the convention.  
 
Mr. Harish Said next year Georgia chapter coming forward to host the VSNA 46th Convention and taking full 
financial risk and responsibility of hosting the convention.  
 
Mr. Jay Jayadev said as local chapter put in lot of effort along with donating some money. So, 50%-50% ($8K 
each) share good but as Mr. Sajjan and Mrs. Bhavani mentioned keep 25% ($4k) to the Houston chapter.  
 



Mr. Nandish Dhananjaya said he echoes what Mr. Gadigeppa and Mr. Sajjan Shiva mentioned earlier. But as 
per By Laws to avoid any future questions from anyone, let 50% ($8K) goes to Houston chapter and then 
Houston chapter can donate money to the Convention Trust Fund. 
 
Mrs. Nagarathna Totada said she echoes what Mr. Sajjan, Mr. Jay and Mr. Nandish said. 
 
Mrs. Vidya said, these are all good thoughts. We can keep it open and go with voting. Whatever is the majority 
saying and we will go with that.  
 
Mr. Swaroop mentioned he partially agreed to what everyone said but some things he doesn’t agree. From day 
ones when he was approached to host the convention this was never discussed, and he was told it was going as 
per bylaws. If there is any slightly deviating from bylaws, then he totally disagrees what people have said. Also, 
regarding putting Houston chapter as separate from all chapters what is the purpose? We have equally 
contributed financially, voluntarily and every aspect of the convention. With this assumption Houston chapter 
members participated this convention. He said he will strongly disagree If it is just 25% ($4K) or nothing for the 
chapter. Even his chapter members are asking for the financial report of this convention. He recommends 
going with bylaws. 
 
Mr. Sajjan shiva said it is all chapters.  
 
For this Mr. Swaroop countered saying why it is called Houston Chapter and All chapters? Take out Houston 
chapter and should have said All Chapter convention. Our chapter members were under the impression that 
they are equally part of this physically, mentally in every possible way to host this convention.  
 
Mr. Harish requested Mr. Swaroop to check the Cordial request and for this Mr. Swaroop said yes, he has 
checked it but never said we are going against by laws for surplus funds.  
 
Mr. Harish said everyone agrees on the work done by Houston Chapter and no one is questioning about it. But 
from Day 1, none of the Houston chapter members including the chapter committee were ready to take 
financial risk. Central VSNA took the responsibility without worrying on negative or surplus funds. He also said 
the whole VSNA knows about this. This was discussed in the board. If central VSNA was not ready, we never 
would have had this convention. 
 
Mr. Swaroop said regarding financial aspect on going negative or surplus never discussed in writing with 
Houston Chapter. He agrees central VSNA taking financial responsibility but equally they have worked hard to 
raise the money. But now after the convention with having surplus money, you can not say we are giving 25% 
($4K). and Houston chapter disagrees with this one.  Mr. Harish agreed and acknowledged the differing 
opinions of the board members about sharing proportion between the organizing partners Central VSNA and 
Houston Chapter. He thanked everyone’s opinion and said he will send this electronically and take everyone’s 
opinion as we don’t have a quorum today. 
  
CONCLUSION:    

ACTION ITEMS: Send financial report for review  PERSON RESPONSIBLE: Mr. 
Harish Hiremath 

DEADLINE 

Agenda Item 5: Elections 

Discussion: Start Time: 3:08 PM EST 



 
Mr. Harish said he has already sent the details on the election like closing dates, starting point etc. We have an 
independent election committee headed by Mr. Ravishankar Bhooplapur, Mr. Naveen Hanuman, and Mrs. 
Roopa Guddimath. 
 
October 1st is the deadline to receive nominations. 
October 15th is the deadline for withdraw the nominations  
November 1st all process will be done.   

CONCLUSION:   

ACTION ITEMS: PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Agenda Item 6: 7 Amendments 

Discussion: Start Time: 3:12 PM EST 

 
Mr. Harish said many seniors have talked to him and requested to make some changes to bylaws by 
amendments. We worked diligently for the past one year. We can discuss these, but it goes for on and on. Here 
are 7 amendments we would like to share and discuss. The reasoning behind these etc. We will share this and 
then vote them by saying yes or no with proper reasoning. If we agree, then we will go to general body and 
then if we get 2/3rd majority then we will amend it (Attachment #2: VSNA Bylaw 2022 Amendments Details). 
 
First, we present it to BOD and BOR. If approved, then send it to election committee for General body voting. 
               Amendment 1: Life Membership 
 

Currently it is for the family and voting is for only one person. If someone expires the voting rights go 
to spouse. So created new life membership with 150% of current life membership so that both couples 
can vote. With this, we can generate additional $75K if all current 300 life members can avail this.  
 
Annual Central VSNA membership People misuse this. At the time of the election, we see spike in 
annual membership. With $25 annual membership fees if someone registers 200 people by paying 
$5000, they can topple the 300 life members votes. This happened last time when bylaw changes were 
made where life members were not in favor, but 300 annual members voted and changed the life 
members wish. This is an abuse and we have seen instances like $500 check from one individual. So we 
have to put something in to control this where annual chapter members become central VSNA 
members and take out central member annual membership. Regarding voting, we can give options and 
go for general body approval.  

 
Option 1: Family life members gets 2 votes (Husband and wife) and individual chapter members 
have 1 vote.  
Option 2: Chapter members have or don’t have the voting rights 
 

Both these are controversial but would like to get everyone’s opinion.  
 
Amendment 2: Board of director Election Committee  
 
All or Any General body voting needs to be done by the independent Election Committee. Voting with 
the electronic ballot must be conducted by a third party or an independent appointed body election 
committee. Candidate can contest only one position in an election. 
 



Amendment 3: Board of Directors. 
 
Life member deadline should be January 1st of the previous year to become eligible for contesting 
elections.  
 
Amendment 4:  
 
Veerashaiva International Resource Center (VIRC). The good initiatives like Vichara Vedike and other 
initiatives should be led by VIRC but by the approval of BOD. VIRC Director and Committee should be 
approved by BOD.  
 
International Basava Jayanti. We can expand this to throughout the world.  
 
VSNA Children Talent Festival. With virtual platform we can expand this as last year we have 140 
children. This year we are expected to get 200+ children. Create a group similar like VIRC and continue 
to work in future with new Officers and BOD.  
 
Amendment 5: Changing Board of Regents to Board of Trustees. 
 
Mr. Gadigeppa explained about this. BOR was initiated long time back 1997, Dr. Munavalli came up 
with BOR and BOD. In the last 25 years most of the time BOD and BOR are not cooperating well and 
not working together.  So now thinking about taking some powers out of BOR. One example being BOR 
needs to approve budget. That creates clashes between BOD and BOR.  
 
Create a new Title Board of Trustees (BOT) and transfer responsibility from BOR to BOT. Almost 90% of 
the powers what BOR has will be transferred to BOT and only 10% we will make the change to give 
BOD more power to make decision. 
Amendment 6: New article Mega donations. Any donations $50K or more are accepted with or without 
stipulations by the VSNA officers with an approval from BOD. Any changes to this in future will be 
approve from the VSNA General body.  
 
Amendment 7: Change VSNA Emblem. Select by ranking new emblems. 
 

Mr. Jay mentioned going forward keep only operations items with the officers like president, VP etc and 
everything else all decisions must be approved by BOD just like all other corporations so that in future no one 
will misuse the powers.  
 
  

CONCLUSION:   

ACTION ITEMS: Send amendments via email to BOD and 
BOR 

PERSON RESPONSIBLE: Mr. 
Harish Hiremath 

DEADLINE 

Meeting ended at 3.44 PM EST. 

 

  

























Our Sincere Thanks to 
all of you




