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Preface

Panca Pitha refers to five sacred places. They are at
Kollipaki, Ujjayani, K&dara, Sriaila and Kasi. Five Acaryas
evolved from the five Lingas located at the above five
places. The Acéryas, have appeared in each of the four
yugas to propagate Siva philosophy. This book gives a birds
eye view of the accomplishments of the heads of the Pitha.

To a large extent the history of the Pitha either is

lost or is not recorded. But, the available history of these
Pitha suggests their accomplishments not only in
propagating Siva philosophy but also in the field of
education and sociao-economics of the people. They
constructed lodging and boarding facilities for the benefit
for travelers and students. It is not worthy that the kings
and rulers of India acclaimed with highest regards by
granting lands and documents.
) The Pithas, even today, are engaged in promoting
Siva philosophy. Many heads of the Pitha were students of
the boarding houses established by the Pitha itself. The
Pithas provide education and social services to people of all
faiths.

The lineage and the history of the five Pitha is
based on the book "Viradaiva Pancapitha Pararmpare” by H.
H. Chandrashekara Sivacarya Swamiji of Gulegudda,
1988,Chennachtana Prakashana, Hirekalmatha, Honnali,
577217. My efforts are rewarded by people who reads this
book and appreciate the works of the Pitha and their
glorious history.

Many thanks to my best friend Mr. John Robertson
who spent many hours assisting to edit the manuscript.

I am fortunate for the support of my children Asha
and Siddesh. Lastly I thank my wife Rathna for her support
in completing this book.

I thank Mr. Lokappa and his staff, Rajendra
Printers, Mysore, India, for getting this book printed.

May 2019 Guru S. Bale
Edison NJ, USA






Indian religious scriptures

There are two types of famous religious scriptures in India.
They are Nigama and Agama. Both are from Siva. Nigama
are those that came from the exhale of Siva. They are the
Védas. The sayings "NisCayéna tattvangamayatiti
nigamah" and Aptavacanad avirbhitamartha visésa
samveédanama agamah" made the birth of Nigama and
Agamas famous.

Nigama (Veédas) contain opposing statements.
Learning to know their benefits, their meaning and supports
are not possible for people. SankaraCarya, Madvacarya,
Ramunuja and others have written explanations. But they
only meet their needs. They are not useful to the people.
For this reason Siva taught the philosophy from his mouth
to his wife Parvati. They are called Agamas. The second
part of Bhaskari on page 85 says:

Agatam Sivavakyrattu
Gatarih ca girijamukhé |
Matam $rivasudéveéna

~ Agamastena kirtitah ||

Siva spoke from his mouth making it to enter his
wife's knowledge in the presence of Vasudéva as the
witness. It was accepted becoming Agama scriptures. Their
meaning is generally accepted. The meaning related to
Yoga is evolved as per the statement "A samantartha
gamayatiti agamah"; The one that teaches complete
philosophy is Agama Philosophy

_ Sri Vadaspati Miéra praises Agamas by saying
"Agacchanti buddhimarohanti yasmad abhyudaya
nihéreyasopayah sa agamah" (Yogasitra 1.25
tattvavaisaradi). Agama philosophy makes people learn
easily to prosper on earth and it leads to salvation.

Agamas are also called Tantra. "Tanyateé
vistaryate jianamanéna". It means studying the tantra
gives all types of knowledge. Kamikagama says the same
as:

Tanoti vipulanarthan
Tantramantra samanvitan|
Tranam cCa kurute yasmat
Tantramityabhidhiyate||
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Agama (Tantra) Differences

Agama bahudha proktah

Sivéna paramatmana |

Saivarm pasupatarm somam

Lakulam ceti bhedatah

The above is in Siddhanta Sikhamani 5.9 and it is
part of the discourse given by Renukacarya to sage
Agastya There are many Agamas because of differences
like Salva Pasupata, Soma and Lakula and others. Among
these Salvagamas are of four types namely Vama, Daksina,
Misra and Siddhanta. Sakti philosophy is taught
predominantly in Vamagama. Bhairava philosophy is taught
in Daksinagama. Philosophy of Sapta Matruke (seven
mothers) is taught in Misragama and Siddhantagama
teaches that are agreeable to Vedas.
Apart from these there are Saura, Ganapatya and

other Agamas. In all there are 108 Pancaratragamas, 64
Saktagamas, 327 their sub categories, 28 Saivagamas, 127
their sub categories,75 Vaisnavagamas, 205 their sub
categories. This is the way there are many Agamas.
(Those interested in pursuing to learn may consult Hindutva
by Ramadasagowd. It is in the language Hindi.)

Saivagamas (Siddhantagamas)

Salvagamas are taught by Siva. There are 28
Salvagamas beginning from Kamikagama and ending in
Vatulagama. They are also called Siddantagamas.
"Aptoktiratra siddhantah Siva évaptiman yatah" is a
verse in Srikanta Suri. Agorasivacarya while writing
explanation to the above  Srikanta Siri writes as
"Siddhantasabdah pankajadi $abdavadyogaridya
éivapranitéesu kamikadisu dasastadasatantrésu
prasiddhah" (Ratnatraya, Page 5). The meaning of this is
to call the statements as philosophy told by a very dear
person. Siva has no hatred towards persons. He is the one
who told Agamas for the well beings of persons. He is the
dearest person. Hence His teachings are said known as
philosophy.
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"Samau siddhantaraddhantau” says
Amarasimha (Amarakosa 1.5.4). The final decision is either
philosophy or conflicts. How to give the meaning of
philosophy to Saivagamas? Agorasivacarya gives the
following explanation. Sounding words have two meanings
namely the true meaning and the meaning that is in every
day use. For example the word "Pankaja". Pafka means
muddy and jata means that is born. Many things are born in
muddy water including the lotus flower. The ordinary
meaning of pankaja is lotus flower. Similarly the word
"Philosophy or Siddhanta" as per "Siddhosnto niscayo
yasmin sah siddhantah" the final decision that is
generally accepted. The words came from the face of Siva.
They are final and are accepted as the Agama philosophy.

There are 28 Saivagamas Nilakantasivacarya listed
them in Kriyasara. The names of the Agamas are:

1. Kamika, 2. Yogaja 3. Cintya, 4. Karana, 5. Ajita, 6. Dipta,
7. Stiksma, 8. Sahasra, 9. Am$uma, 10. Suprabhéda,

11. Vijaya, 12. Nihsvasa, 13. Svayarnbhuva, 14. Anala,
15. Vira, 16. Raura, 17. Makuta 18. Vimala, 19. Candrajiia,
20. Birmba, 21. Prodgita, 22. Lalita, 23. Siddha, 24. Santana,
25 Sarvokta, 26 Paramésvara, 27. Kirana 28. Vatulagama.

Time of Agamas

The artifacts discovered during the excavation of
Harappa and Mahonjodard suggests Agama civilization
existed prior to 5,000 years. It is not known how many
Agamas have been lost. We have to find solace for the
things we do have now.

Information in Agamas

. Agamas contain four parts namely Kriyapada,
Caryapada, Yogapada and JAanapada (knowledge part).
Kriyapada includes temple construction, idol construction
and their installation.  Caryapada includes information
about worship of idols, offerings and other things.
Yogapada includes information about Astanga yoga and
Jhanapada includes information about Pati (master), Pasu
(jiva) and Pasa (that which bonds). It has information about
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the 36 philosophies related to the birth of the world and
explains the form of this world.

Origin of Virasaiva

The discourse by Rénukacarya to sage Agastya is
compiled as Siddhanta Sikhamani by Sivayogi Sivacarya.

Siddhantakhye mahatantre

Kamikadye sivodite |

Nirdista muttare bhage

Virasaivamatarm param ||

The word "siddhanta" refers the 28 Agamas -
beginning with Kamika and ending with Vatula. It is
believed that all of these are taught by Siva himself. So
they are sacred as is Siva. The performer achieves his
ultimate goal of conquering the cycle of birth by the
knowledge he acquires. The words ‘vira Saiva matam’
mentioned in the verse does not refer to caste, but refers to
discussion of life experiences.

After Kriyapada, Caryapada, Yogapada and
JAanapada of Agamas, Astavarna, Panéaéara and Satsthalas
have been described. Istalinga, Bhasma and wearing of
Rudraksi are also in Vedas. For this reason Virasaiva
philosophy supports Agamas and also parts of Vedas that
are agreeable to Agamas. Some call this philosophy as
Agamic-Vedic religion.

Paramésvaraga 1/22-23 is shown below. It includes
description of Sad (six) darsana. They are Nyaya, Vaisesika,
Sankhya, Yoga, Mimamsa and Vedanta. Virasaivas accept
them all which makes Agamas the basic religious scriptures.

V'rasalvam vaisnavam Ca

Saktarh sauram vinayakam |

Kapalamiti vijiieyarm

Darsanani sadeva hi ||

Parames$varaga 1/42 is shown below glorifies
Viradaiva philosophy. It is the responsibility of all Virasaivas
to keep and protect its glory.

Na virasaivasadrsarh matamasti jagatprayé |

Sarvabhogapradam punyar

Sivasayujyadayakam ||
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The meaning of Virasaiva

Viradaivism is a religion with its own scriptures.
Siddhanta Sikhamani 15-17 explain the term Viradaiva.

Visabdénocyate vidya

Sivajivaikyabodhika |

Tasyarh ramante yeé saiva

Virasaivastu té matah ||

Vidyayam $ivariipayam
Visésadramanam yatah |
Tasmadete mahabhaga
Virasaiva iti smrtah ||

Vedantajanyam yadjianam

Vidyeéti parikirtyate |

Vidyayarh ramate yah sa

Vira ityabhidhiyate || )

The letter ‘v’ is the relation between Siva and jiva.
It is the knowledge that frees jiva from the web of samsara
and instills devotion to unite with Siva. The unity of jiva
with Siva is called Linga-Anga-Samarasya. To acquire this
state is not easy. It can be achieved through performance
of Sivayoga. Jiva having pure mind and body receives the
teaching 'Tatvamasi’ with the grace of Guru. Tatvamasi
means everything is from God. The performer of Sivayoga
follows this teaching to unite with his soul. He receives
knowledge and experiences happiness that cannot be
obtained elsewhere. This knowledge of the soul once
gained is the greatest knowledge.

The next letter in Vira is ‘ra’. It means ‘be happy’.
The person who is always happy is a vira or the strongest.
The one that knows about the soul is really a rich person.
The saying ‘Kavpinavamtah khalu bhagyavamtah’
means the one with the knowledge of the soul is truly
happy, rich, and is a Virasaiva.

Pure and broad-minded people recognize a
Virasaiva. God is omnipresent. Can there be a place without
His presence? How can the soul be separate from Him? One
should ask these kinds of questions. Who am I? Where did I
come from? With increasing interest in learning the answers
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to these questions the curtain of darkness is removed. He
realizes the true knowledge of Siva. He is the true Virasaiva.

The education that destroys the ill effects of
samsara, also removes ignorance about the soul. Upanisat
has knowledge of the soul. VEdanta has the knowledge of
Siva. A person becomes happy from the sayings of Upanisat
and is a vira. This is the way vira in Virasaiva and
Viramahes$vara are to be regarded.

The word Virasaiva does not refer to a caste. But
refers to a person who has the knowledge of the soul and
God.

Serati Panditaradya while writing explanation to
"Athatho brahmajijiiasa" (Brahmasitra 1-1-1) says
"Kalyana-kaivalya- vibhuti- trayapradayakastavarana-
pancacara-sad guru-karunakataksa-labdha-
Saktiptadyavaccinna paraSiva syésta Lingadharanatmaka
pasupata diksa nantaryamityatha S$abdarthd nirniyate"
(Srikarabhasya 1-1-1).

He explains the word "Atha" as above. There are
three words in "Athatho brahmajijiasa". Atha = after,

feir— s

Atah = Hence, brahmajijiasa = perform brahmajijhase.

is the meaning of the above verse.

Sage Vyasa said "later perform brahmajijiidgse”. The
question arises -after what? Sripati Panditaradya answers
Istalinga from Guru. Virasaiva philosophy says after Veda,
Mantra and Kriya dikses to lose the three types of taints
namely, Anava, Maya and Karmika. Wearing Istalinga on
the body follows Pancacaras with the help of Astavarnas is

A Virasaiva is the one who receives dikse from
Guru, wears Istalinga on his body, cherishes the knowledge
for escaping the cycle of birth. There is no caste involved in
Virasaivism.

Viratvamasya na dhanéna na va baléna
NoO karyakatasca vihitam
DrdhaSarmbhubhaktya |

Virastu riya idi s$ankarabhasanéna
Srivirasaivamataganna parossti kascit ||
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The above is from Virasaiva dharma siromani (1-16)
supporting Sadaksara mantra.

Nilakantacarya in Kriyasara part 1, page 11 explains
Vira in Virasaiva as:

Visabdo va vikalpartho

Rasabdo rahitarthakah |

Vikalparahitarh $aivarm

Virasaivam pracaksate ||
) Here 'V' means vikalpa and 'ra' means without.
Saiva without vikalpa is a Viradaiva. This is the explanation
given to the word Virasaiva.

Wearing Istalinga on the body after receiving
Virasaiva dikse has the rule. He gives up his life if for any
reason Istalinga separates from the body. He faces the
dilemma to lose or not to lose the life. Virasaiva is the one
who does not face such a situation.

A brave warrior facing death on the battlefield
continues his fight for his master without saving himself.
Similarly, a person who accepts Istalinga as his master does
not have thoughts of vikalpa. He is willing to give his life for
Istalinga, his master. He is a Virasaiva.

The following verses from Candrajfianagama (Kri.
Pa 10/33-34) explains Virasaiva as follows:

Istalingaviyoge va vratanam va paricyutau |
Trnavat pranasantaga iti viravratarh matam ||

Bhaktyutsahavisésospi viratvamiti katyathé |
Viravratasamayogad virasasaivarm prakirtitam ||

Istalinga is received from Guru. He takes the oath
to give up his life if Istalinga separates from the body. He is
a Virasaiva, a devotee of Siva.

Guru performs kriya dikée and gives Istalinga with
instruction to wear and worship. He also performs Mantra
diksa. Siddhanta Sikhamani (6-25) says:

Pranavaddaraniyam tatpranalingamidam tava |
Kadacit kutracidvapi na viyojana dehatah||

Guru tells the pupil that the Istalinga is the symbol
of Parasiva. Guru asks to protect Linga with his life. He
informs them not to separate the Linga from body until
death; worship Linga properly; do not accept things for
personal use without offering them first to Linga. The pupil

15



following instructions of Guru enjoys eternal happiness.
Linga encompasses both inside and outside of pupil. Sages
have accepted Linga to seek freedom from the cycle of
birth.

Vira in ViraSaiva refers to devotion. It does not
refer to money, strength and pride. The same is mentioned
in the following verse.

Yohastapithe nijamistalingam

Vinyasya tallinamanah pracarah |

Bahyakriyasamkulanihsprhatma

Sampujayatyanga sa virasaivah||

Virasaiva is the one who worships Istalinga keeping
on his left palm and his mind and soul undisturbed in
Istalinga, Here the verse indicates the quality of a Virasaiva.
He does not spend time in things but spends his time
viewing Istalinga on his palm. He is absorbed in Linga. He
has no awareness of the world.

Worship of Istalinga on palm existed prior to sage
Vyasa who wrote the great epic Mahabharata. Sage Vyasa
was a pupil of Ghantakarna Sivacarya of Kédaranath Pitha.
He learnt the Virasaiva philosophy from Ghantakarna
Sivatarya during Dvapara yuga. There is an idol of
Ghantakarna Sivacarya in Vyasa Kasi worshiping Linga on
the left palm.

Vatula Suddhakhya Agama (10/27-29) says:

\[iéista iryate yasmad vira ityabhidhiyateé |
Sivena saha sambandham
Saivamityadrtar budhaih||

Ubhayoh samputibhavad virasaivamiti smrtar |
Sivayarpitajivatvad viratantra samudbavat||

Virasaivasamayogad virasaivamiti smrtam |

"Visista iryateiti virah", "Sivéena saha
sambandharh $aivam" by examining the origin of the
words "Vira" and "Saiva" and then joining them together
gives the word "Virasaiva".

Virasaiva wears Istalinga always on the body. He is
loyal to Astavarna. He takes care of Pancacaras. He appears
strange among others. He offers everything including his
life to Siva. He follows the Saivagamas.

16



In Kriyasara (part 1, page 11), Nilakanta Sivacarya
says the following:
Virodhartho visabdah syad rasabdo rahitarthakah |
Virodharahitarh $aivam virasaivam vidurbudhah||

A Virasaiva does not oppose any other religion. He
treats them equally. He does not discriminate people of
other religions.

Rénukacarya says the following to sage Agastya:

Sankhyam yogah pancaratrarm
Vedhah pasupatarih tatha |
Etani manabhitani na
hantavyani yuktibhih||

Sankhya, yoga, pancaratra, Védas, Pasupata and
other philosophies add to knowledge. Sankhya philosophy
credited by Kapila gives prominence to purusa and pradana.
It has no relation to Siva. Yoga philosophy by Patanjali
deals with yama-niyama relating to the bodily organs. It
also has no relation to Siva. Pancaratra created by
Vasudéva deals with Visnu, dikée, meditation and others.
They deal with Cit-acit-ISwara and not with Siva. Pasupata
deals with pasu, pasa and pati. They are the basis of the
Saiva philosophy. Védas exist portraying the truth of Siva. It
is improper to disqualify them either by logic or by any
other means.

The above philosophies look different in many
aspects. In fact all philosophies are not complete alone in
all respects. Yet they are useful to different people and in
different times.

Basavanna lived in the 12t century. His contribution
revived Virasaivism enormously by bringing together many
Saiva groups and spreading the truth in the form of
vacanas. Vacanas were written in Kannada, the language of
the people. Basavanna is called Bhakti Bandari or
Devotional Treasury. He has given seven principles in the
following vacCana to please God. All of them are noteworthy.

Do not steal, do not kill, do not lie;

Do not get angry, do not despise others,

Do not exalt oneself, do not chide others,

It cleans inside, it cleans outside.

It is the way to please Kudalasangamadéva.
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The following four principles, " Do not get angry,
do not despise others, do not exalt oneself, do not
chide others" are important for a Virasaiva so he cannot
discriminate. They are very important for purifying both
inside and outside.

Stages of a Virasaiva

Suksmagama, kriyapada 7/29-30 says:

Vikalpakalpasunyatvadvirasaivamiti smrtam ||

Samanyarm prathamam
proktarm visésar Ca dvitiyakam |
Nirabharam trtiyam syat
kramallaksanamucyateé ||
Virasaivas are free from blemishes. They discuss
philosophy related to soul. They do not get into a dilemma.
They are free from vikalpa. They go through three stages
during life. The stages represents changes in life. The
stages are Samanya, Visésa and Nirabhara.
"Samanyaniyaman vyaipalayati sa samanya
virasaivah". As per this Agama saying, Samanya Virasaiva
is the one who receives Istalinga from Guru and wears on
the body. He worships daily as per the instruction from
Guru. He follows the Virasaiva principles.
"Visitadharmansthanadvisésa iti kathyate" as
per Agama saying a Samanya Viradaiva is called Viéésa
Virasaiva who climbs the Satsthala or the six steps, Bhakta,
Mahésvara, Prasadhi, Pranalingi, Sarana and Ikya, leading
him towards salvation.
"Nivrttakarmabharatvannirabhara iti smrtah'.
As per this Agama saying, a Viéésa Viradaiva is called
Nirabhara Virasaiva who has completed his work and lives
free from all attachments.

For Satsthala Information, please refer to the books by
Guru S. Bale listed below:

1. Shunya to Shunya, Pages 728, 2009

2. Siddantha Sikhamani, Pages 881, 2010

3. Vachanas of Siddalingeshwara, Pages 756, 2013

4. Vacanas of Basavanna, Pages 440, 2015
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Virasaiva Philosophy

) Virasaiva philosophy has been called Vis€sadvaita,
Sivadvaita, and Saktivisistadvaita.

Viseésadvaita

"VisCa S€sasCa viseésau = Isa jivau;
Tadoradvaitarh visésadvaitam". This is the way the
name Visésadvaita is formed. "VisCaksusi vyomni vate
paramatmani paksini". This is in Ekaksara Ko$a, page
18. It gives five meanings to "Vih" as eye, sky, air, bird,
and God. From "Vati utpadayati jagaditi vih" the one
who created the world is called "Vih".

"Vi" has the meaning of 'Paksi or Bird' in
Amarako$a. But Mundaka Upanisat 3-1-1 says "Dva
suparna sayuja sakhaya". This says both Paramatma
and Jivatma are called as "Paksi". So the interpretation of
word "Vi" as Paramatma or God and "Sésa” as Jivatma the
part of Paramatma. Brhadaranyaka Upanisat 2-1-20 says
"Yathasgnéh ksudra vispulingah" the sparks from a fire
is part of fire. Similarly Jivatma is part of Paramatma.

Mindaka Upanisat 3-2-8 saying "Yatha nadyah
syandamanah samudrésstangacchanti" teaches no
difference between Jivatma and Paramatma. Before joining
the ocean, river is different from the ocean. But after
joining, the river loses its name and identity. Similarly,
Jivatma, the part of Paramatma, shows different from
Paramatma. But in salvation, he is one and the same.

Paramatma referred by the word "Vi" and Jivatma
referred by the word "Sésa" are one and the same during
salvation. For this reason some refer the Virasaiva
philosophy as Vié€sadvaita. Sripati Panditaradya explains
the philosophy as Visésadvaita saying in Srikarabhasya,
Mangalacarana 16:

Visabdénodyaté sarmbhurharhsahamséti mantratah |
Sésasabdéna $ariro yathagneriti mantratah ||
Advaitenaténa bhavedyogo yathanadya itisruteh |
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Sivadvaita

"Sivaséa $ivaséa $ivau, tayoradvaitam
sivadvaitam”. This gives the birth to the term Sivadvaita.
The first "Siva” refers to Paramatma and the second "Siva"
refers to Jivatma the part of Paramatma. During samsara
there is difference between them. Paramatma is the one
worshiped, and Jivatma is the worshiper. In salvation there
is no difference between the two. For this reason, some call
this philosophy as Sivadvaita.

Saktivisistadvaita

"Saktié¢a Saktiséa = $akti; tabhyarh visistau
yau jivésau", Tayoradvaitam = $akti visisadvaitam"
is the starter. Sakti with the difference Siksma and Stula
(small and large) becomes two. Paramatma is with siksma
Sakti and Jivatma is with stiila Sakti. With siksma Sakti
Paramatma is with all knowledge (Sarvaijfia), with the ability
to perform all creation. Jivatma with stila $akti is with
limited knowledge but is able to create small things.
Because of this differences there exist difference between
Paramatma and Jivatma.

Jivatma is part of Siva. He cannot receive salvation
without uniting Siva. Viraaiva religious philosophy
Saktivisistadvaita teaches the way to unite equally with
Siva.

Jivatma is with three types of Taints namely Anava,
Mantra and Karmika. Because of these taints Jivatma is with
little knowledge. Guru performs dikse to free jivatma from
the three taints. His little knowledge changes to become
devotional. With his steadfast performance to Siva increases
his devotion. As devotion to Siva increases. it goes from
Sradde, Niste, Avadhana, Anubhava, Ananda and Samarasa
devotion. With the help of these devotion, he travels the
steps of Satsthala. He becomes a Bhakta, Mahésvara,
Prasadhi, Pranalingi, Sarana and Ikya states. In lkya state
he unites equally with Siva. Virasaiva philosophy teaches
the way to unite equally with Siva.
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Panca Pitha Lineage

Panfa Pitha are known as Rarhbhapuri, Ujjayani,
Kédara, Srisaila and Kasi. Each Pitha through their many
branch Mathas spread the Virasaiva philosophy through the
ages.

From the five faces, namely Sadyodjata, Vamadeéva,
Aghora, Tatpurusa and 18ana, of Parasiva the five Aéaryas,
namely Rénukaradya, Marularadya, Ekoramaradya,
Panditaradya and Visvaradya as per the desire of Parasiva
took birth in the beginning of each yuga. During the
beginning of Kali yuga the five Aéaryas took birth
respectively in Somésvara Linga of Kolanupaka (Kollipaki),
in Siddésvara Linga of Vataksétra, in Ramanatha Linga of
Draksarama, in Mallikarjuna Linga of Sudhakunda and in
Visvanatha Linga of Kasi. They established the Virasaiva
religion. The lineage of these Panca Pitha will be discussed
below.

Lineage of Rambhapuri Virasimhasana Pitha

In all four yugas, Renukaradya raised from
Kolanupaka (Kollipaki) Somesvara Linga. He was called
Ekaksara Sivacarya in Krta yuga; Ekavaktra Sivacarya in
Treta-yuga; Rénuka Slvacarya in Dvapara yuga and
Revanaradya or Révanasiddha Sivacarya in Kali yuga. This
information is in Suprabhéda Agamantargata, Panéacarya
Pancamotpatti, Page 2 and in Virasaiva Sadacara Sangraha,
first chapter.

Atha Tri lingavisaye kulyapakabhidée sthalé |
Somesvaramahalingat pradurasit sa rénukah||

The above verse is in Siddhanta Sikhamani 4.1. It
says Rénuka Sivacarya took birth from Somésvara Linga in
Kollipaki at the beginning of Dvapara yuga. He taught
Virasaiva philosophy to sage Agastya in the mountains of
Malaya. Slvayogl Slvacarya compiled them as "Siddhanta
Sikhamani". )

Rénuka Sivacarya established a Pitha in the
mountains of Malaya for propagating and to spread the
Viraaiva philosophy. This place is now famous as
Rarmbhapuri Pitha or Virasimhasana. It is located in
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Cikkamangaltru, Karnataka State, India. The pontiff of this
Pitha is head of Rénuka Branch.

The following verses in Siddhanta Sikhamani 21/30-
31 indicate Rénukacarya took many forms and installed 30
million Lingas at the request of Vibhisana.

Tasyeti vacanar srtva

Raksaséndrasya dhimatah |

Tatheti pratisusrava

Sarvajiio gananayakah ||

Tatra santustacittasya
Paulastyasyaistasiddhaye |
Kotitrayarm tu linganarh
Yathasastram yathavidhi ||

Trikotyacaryariipéna

Sthapitam tena tatksane | )

One of the greatest Siva disciple Ravana of Sri
Lanka wanted to install 90 million Lingas. He installed 60
million Lingas before he lost his life in the battle with Rama.
The following verses in Siddhanta Sikhémar_li 21/24-25
indicate Ravana dies after telling his brother Vibhisana to
fulfill his wish by installing the remaining Lingas.

Navakam kotilinganam

Pratisthapyamiha sthalé|

Iti sankalpitam purvam

Maya tadavasisyaté||

Kotisatkar tu linganam

Maya sadu pratisthitam |

Kotitrayam tu linganam

Sthapaniyamatastvayal||

Vibhisana was very much worried how to fulfill his
brother's request of installing 30 million Lingas. For his luck
Rénuka comes to Lanka. Learning the greatness of Rénuka,
Vibhisana worships him and requests him to fulfill the dieing
wishes of his brother. Rénuka installs 30 million Lifgas in
Larnka by duplicating himself to many Aéaryas. He blesses
Vibhisana. He stayed incognito some of the time and
appearing other times. After completing his work on the
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earth, he returned to Kollipaki. He attains Ikya in
Somésvara Linga. )

The visit of Reénuka to Sri Larka is not imaginary. It
is supported by the presence of Rénukasrama, Renkavana
Matha and many houses of Virasaivas in the town Kirumalay
situated 15 km from Jafa. )

In June 1969, Virayya-svamy Sastrimatha of
Darukacarya Asrama visited Rénukasrama, Rénukavana and
Virabhadra temple in Tanakésamturai, Sri Lanka. He came
in contact with many Virasaivas. He returned with a photo
of Rénukacarya emerging from Linga made on copper
sheet. This might create some interest to researchers.

Srimadrévanasiddhasya kulyapakapurottameé |
Someésalingajjananamavasah kadalipuré||

The above verse is from Svayambhuvagama. It
says Rénukacarya took birth at the beginning of Kali yuga
as Revanasiddha. He lived for 1400 years spreading the
Virasaiva philosophy. He performed many miracles. He
blessed Adi Sankaraéarya giving him Candramouli$vara
Linga and Ratnagarbha Ganapathy

~ Guru Varhsakavya is one among many books about
Adi Sankaracarya. This book is written by Pandit Kasi
Laksmana Sastry of Srngéri Pitha, Vanivilasa Printers. This
book has the following verse on page 3-33:

Sricandramauli$varalingamasmai

Sadratnagarbham gananayakanca|

Sa visvarupaya susiddhadattam

Datva nyagadicciramarcayeti ||
) Adi Sankaraéarya before traveling to Kanci from
Srngéri  transferred both Candramoulidévara Linga and
Ratnagarbha Ganapathy to his first pupil SuréSvaracarya.
He entrusted their worship to him. While writing the
explanation to the above verse Pandit Kasi Laksmana
himself ~ writes  "Susiddha dttamm susiddhéna
révanasiddha mahayogina dattarh sri
candramoulisvara lingam". Here the meaning of the
word "Susiddha" as Révanasiddha mahayogi. This
suggests that the Candramouli$vara Linga worshiped in
Srngéri Matha was given by the Virasaiva Revanasiddha.

Pandit Baladéva Upadyaya has written many books
including Sankara Digvijaya in Hindi. In the addendum, on
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page 588, after discussion of the above fact, Sacidananda
Bharatimunindra of Srngéri Pitha got the lineage of Srigéri
Pitha written by Kasi Laksmana Sastry. This document
confirms Révanasiddha giving Candramouliévara Linga to
Adi Sankaracarya.

Nittira Nanjanacarya in the beginning of the book
'Vedantasara Virasaiva Cintamani' writes the following
verse:

Sankaracaryasannama

yogindraya mahojjvalam |

CandramaulLisvarar lingar

dattavaniti visrtam ||

Srirénukaganésakhym

Révanasiddhadéesikam |

Virasaivamatacaryam

Vandeésham tar jagadgurum ||

The verse supports the second Reévanasiddha
blessed the Candramouliévara Linga to Adi Sankaracarya.

Madyayugina Caritrakosa is a dictionary of history
book published in Marathi. On page 714 of this book says:
"Revanasiddha"-Yane Sankaracaryana Candramoull-
iSvara Linga dilé asi prasiddhi Ahé. Hé Sankaracéarya
mhanajé adya Sankaracarya hota. Ha jatine jangama
hota". It says Révanasiddha gave Candramouliévara Linga
to Adi Sankaraéarya is a Jangama. .

Maha Narayanopanisat (page 65) by Si
Vrsabhéndra Pandit says "Kécit... ... Révanasiddha
marulasiddha ékoramasiddha panditaradhyadayah
sahasrasirsamh devamityadi parasiva dharmanam
narayana atmakavisnoh pratipadanéspi etadanu
vakasya Sivaparatvé na kincidapi dosah". The names
of the Pancacaryas included suggest that Révanasiddha
have written explanations to V&da and Mantras. He was a
master of Tantra and Mantra. He was famous among
Navanathas.

During the years 950 to 1941, there were 59 books
explaining the history of Reévanasiddha and his works.
Among them 19 are in Sanskrit, 32 in Kannada, 8 in Telugu,
5 in Marathi, 1 in Hindi and 4 in English.
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Révanasiddha returned to Kollipaki. He transferred his
responsibilities to Rudramunisvara before uniting in
Somésvara Linga of Kollipaki.

After 28 heads of this Pitha lineage beginning from
Rudramunisvara, Revanasiddha becomes the 29th head of
the Pitha. He was the head of this Pitha between 1000 AD
and 1157 AD.

Revanasiddha performed many mystics. He
presented a sword to Vikramaditya and also to Bijjala. He
freed 12,000 girls from bondage, constructed Tripurantaka
lake near Kalyana. Suggaladévi of Sonnalige had a son with
his blessing. The above are some highlights of his works.

Révanasiddha traveled extensively helping people
and spreading Virasaiva philosophy. People have
constructed temples in his name. Also they have named
near by hills to commemorate his visit. Some of them are:
Révanasiddh&évara hills near Klospet, Bangalore district,
Revanasiddha temple in Sivagange, Siddarabétta in
Thumkur district, Ratgalla Révanasiddheésvara in Gulberga
district, Révanasiddhésvara temple in Sollapur and in
Manasur.

In the 13th century another Révanasiddha became
the head of this Pitha. Rudramuni, one of the Aéarya of this
Pitha. Rudramuni wrote Kalajiana. Today it is well known
as Rudramuni Kalajfiana (Predicts future events).

The lineage of this Pitha lists the names of 119
heads. Their history is either lost or not recorded.

The King of Mysore, Camaraja Odeyar visited the
Pitha on December 21, 1885 (1808 Kartinama samvathsara,
Kartika Wednesday the 11). He received the blessing from
the 113" head of Pitha Sri 1008 Jagadguru Candrasekhara
Sivacarya. ) )

The 117" head Sri Pancaksara Sivacarya of this
Pitha visited Kasi in March 1918. He participated in the
Pancacarya conference. He proposed many programs
beneficial to the people. )

Without naming his successor, the 117" head Sri
PancCaksara Sivacarya of this Pitha became Lingaikya. This
left the Pitha without a head for several years. Later with
the help of the head of the Ujjayani Pitha, Siddhalinga
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Sivacarya, head of the Srngéri Pitha and of Kaéinathasastry
chose Sadasivasastry as the head of the Pitha.
Sadasivasastry is the son of Siddhaviramma and
Siddesvarasastry (Hirémathada) of Hiréhalu, Bellari district.
He Was born on 1812, Vikrti sarnvathsara, Sravana, Friday
2. He studied Grammar and other subjects at Kasi. Later he
was serving as the head of Jangamavadi Matha. On
November 22, 1925. In the Indian calendar this day is
Salivahana Saka 1846, Krodanama  sarvathsara,
Margasirsa, Sukravara 7. Sadasivasastry was chosen as the
head of Rambhapuri Pitha in the presence of $ri Siddhalinga
Slvacarya the head of Ujjayani Pitha. Sadasivasastry was
named Sri 1008 Abhinava Rénuka Sivanandarajéndra
Sivacarya.

Prior to the selection of Sadasivasastry as the head
of the Pitha, there were more problems including financial.
As the head of the Pitha, Sri 1008 Abhinava Rénuka
Sivanandarajéndra Sivacarya improved the financial
situation reverting Pitha to its former glory. The King of
Mysore Nalvadi Krishnaraja Odeyar visited the Pitha on
November 30, 1931 and received the blessings. Shalivahana
Saka 1857, Bhavanama samvathsara Bhadrapada 11
Thursday, the King Krishnaraja (_)de;yar invited Sri 1008
Abhinava Rénuka Sivanandarajendra Sivacarya to his house
in Mysore and received blessings.

The king of Mysore Jayatamaraja Odeyar on
February 16, 1941 visited the Pitha. He geceived blessings
from Sri 1008 Abhinava Rénuka Sivanandarajéndra
Sivacarya. The head of the Pitha spent time working and
preaching Virasaiva doctrine to people. He was the head of
this Pitha for 21 years. On September 1, 1946 he attained
Lingaikya.

Sri 1008 Jagadguru Prasanna Rénuka
Viragangadhara Sivacarya became the head of the Pitha. He
is the son of Adiveyya and Siddamma of Hirématha,
Palikoppa, Darwad Talug, Hubballi District. He was born on
April 8, 1903. He studied at the Sollapur Sanskrit school
under the guidance of Jagadisasastry. Even as a child, he
was interested in the worship of Linga. Cennavira Sivaéarya
of Brhanmatha was his childhood friend. He is known for his
penance performed at Gangibhavi, Siggavi Talug. He was
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ordained. As per the wishes of Sivanandarajéndra, he
became the administrator of Vibhutipura and Mahanti
Mathas in Bangalore. In 1936, he started "Mukti Mandira
(House of salvation)" near Laksmé&$vara. He made this place
for performing penance. )

As per the will of Jagadguru Sivanandarajéndra,
Viragangadhara became the head of the Rambhapuri Pitha
on May 2, 1947. This day in Indian calendar is Salivahahana
Saka 1868, Sarvadharinama sarhvatsarsa, Vaisakha 12th
day. The head of Ujjayani Pitha Siddhesvara Sivayogi and
head of Srisaila Pitha, Panditaradya Sivayogi were present
at this occasion.

Viragangadhara was the head of the Pitha for 35
years. His motto was "Victory to Mankind; World peace
through faith". This is his breath. He took leading religious
Guru's pictures in procession to spread religious equality.
During festive occasions he worshiped Linga. It made the
place of worship Kailasa, the abode of Siva. The
Government of India made a documentary of his Linga
worship. Many times he expressed sorrow for not having
more than 24 hours in a day for his worship of Linga.

Though Viragangadhara is the head of the
Rambhapuri Pitha, his heart remained at Mukti Mandira. He
gave importance to vairagya by wearing Bilva leaf garland
and Rudraksi. He used pots made of mud,... He was called
"the king with torn clothes".

Viragangadhara retired from the Pitha on May 15,
1972. He was interested in installing 30 million Lingas at
Mukti Mandira. He returned to Mukti Mandira. On May 15,
1972, Pancaksara Sivacarya was chosen as the 119% head
of the Rarhbhapuri Pitha. He was the head of Brhan Matha,
Maharastra. He was given the new name and the title - Sri
1008 Jagadguru Prasanna Rénuka Virarudramuni Sivacarya.

At age 79, on Tuesday May 10, 1982
Viragangadhara reached Lingaikya without fulfilling his
desire of installing 30 million Lingas (3 Koti) at Mukti
Mandira. Mukti Mandira became his final resting place.
Mukti Mandira has idols of Rénkacarya, Viragangadhara and
other religious persons. It gives the impression of Kailasa to
those visiting this place.
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Lineage of $ri Rambhapuri Virasimhasana

(Originally the names of the Sri Rarmbhapuri Pitha
lineage is from books Rathnagarbhaganapati and
Candramaulésvra- Linga written by T. B. Basavarajayya.
Reproduced here from the book Vlrsalv,ada Pancapitha
Parampare by H. H. Chandrashekhara Sivacarya. Svamiji,
Pancacarya Electric Press, Mysore, 1988)

At the beginning of Krtayuga

Sri Jagadguru Ekaksara Svacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Trétayuga:

Sri Jagadguru Ekavaktra Sivacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Dvaparayuga:

81 Jagadguru Rénuka Sivacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Kaliyuga:

1. Sri Jagadguru Révanasiddha Sivacarya
Bhagavatpadaru.
. Sr| Jagadguru Rudramuniévara Sivacarya
. Sr| Jagadguru Muktimuniévra Sivacarya
. Sr| Jagadguru Digarbara Muktimunisvra Sivacarya
. Sr| Jagadguru TriloCana Slvacarya
. Sr| Jagadguru Yoginatha S|vacarya
. Sr| Jagadguru Mrutyunjaya Slvacarya
. Sr| Jagadguru Rudramuni Slvacarya
. Sr| Jagadguru Gurupada S|vacarya
10. Sr| Jagadguru Sanmukha Sivacarya
11. Sr| Jagadguru Sivalinga S|vacarya
12. Sr| Jagadguru Nityananda S|vacarya
13. Sr| Jagadguru Muktinatha Slvacarya
14. $r| Jagadguru Sadaksara Slyacarya
15. Sri Jagadguru Gurusiddha Sivacarya
16. Sri Jagadguru Sivalinga Sivacarya
17. Sr| Jagadguru Nilakanta Slvacarya
18. Sr| Jagadguru Kaivalyanatha Sivacarya
19. $r| Jagadguru Pancaksara Slvacawa
20. Sri Jagadguru SarvéSvara Sivacarya
21. Sri Jagadguru Sambhudeva Sivacarya
22. SriJagadguru Kalantaka Slvacarya
23. Sri Jagadguru Santavira Slvacarya
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24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29,
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

St Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sr1 Jagadguru

Muktinatha Sivacarya
Sankaraswamy

Sadasiva Sivacarya
Mahadéva Sivacarya
Gurulinga Sivacarya
Révanasiddha Sivacarya
Pasupati Sivacarya
Sarmbhulinga Sivacarya
Gurupada Sivacarya
Srikantamdarty Sivacarya
Siddhanatha Sivacarya
Mrutyunjaya Sivacarya
Nilakanta Sivacarya
Somasekara Sivacarya
Virabhadra Sivacarya
Jagannata Sivacarya
Pancanana Sivacarya
Kenjadé Rajasékara Sivacarya
Nagarararmbha Sivacarya
Siddhanatha Sivacarya
Rudramunisvara Sivacarya
Kalyanasundara Sivacarya
Gangadhara Sivacarya
Pancaksara Sivacarya
Cidarhbaradéva Sivacarya
Sivaprasada Sivacarya
Virabhadra Sivacarya
Sivananda Sivacarya
Avimukta Sivacarya
Révanasiddha Sivacarya
Mallikarjuna Sivacarya
Pasupati Sivacarya
Révanasiddha Sivacarya
Pramathanatha Sivacarya
Gurudéva Sivacarya
Gangadhara Sivacarya
Nandinatha Sivacarya
Muktimuniévara Sivacarya
Sambhudéva Sivacarya
Tandavale Pancaksara Sivacarya
Pancaksara Sivacarya
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65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72,
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.

89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.

St Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sr| Jagadguru
Sr| Jagadguru
Sr| Jagadguru
Sr| Jagadguru
Sr| Jagadguru
Sr| Jagadguru
St Jagadguru

Jatavirabhadra Sivacarya
Sivalinga Slvacarya
Viripaksa Sivacarya
Srlkanta Slvacarya
Agora Slvacarya
Gurupada Slvacarya
I$anadéva Slvacarya
Mallikarjuna Sivacarya
Caralinga Slvacarya
Punyasloka Slvacarya
Gangadhara Slvacarya
Somanatha Slvacarya

Prthvithaja mah&svara Sivacarya

Viré$vara Slvacgarya
Ghantasiddha Sivacarya
Vrsabhéndra Sivacarya
Sadananda Sivacarya
Gurulinga Sivacarya
Rudramunisvara Sivacarya
Virabhadra Sivacarya
Gananatha Sivacarya
rhallikarjuna Sivacarya
Saktibhara Sivacarya
§iddha|ir'lga ,Sivééérya
Cltprakasa Slvacarya
Sambhudéva Slvacarya
Rudramunlsvara Sivacarya
Sarangadhara | Sivacarya
Kumaradéva Sivacarya
Slvaprasada Slvacarya
Candrasekara Slvacarya
Cannawradeya Sivacarya
Vamadéva Sivacarya
Nilakantadé Sivacarya
Reévanasiddha Sivacarya
Sivalinga Sivacarya
Cldghanadeva Sivacarya
Naganatha Slvacarya
Gangadhara Slvacarya
Candrasekara Sivacarya
PUrnajfiana Slvacarya
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106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112,
113.
114,
115.
116.
117.
118.

119.

$ri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru
Sri Jagadguru

Sambhulinga Sivagarya
Jatavrsabhalinga Sivacarya
Santadéva Sivacarya
Guruvrsabharajendra Sivacarya
Pancaksara Sivacarya
Gurusiddhaswamy Sivacarya
Candrarajendra Sivacarya
Candrasekaradesikendra Sivacarya
Sivanandarajéndra Sivacarya

Guru Vréubharajéndra Sivacarya
Pancaksara Sivacarya )
Abhinava Rénuka Sivananda Sivacarya

Sri Jagadguru Prasanna Rénuka Viragangadhara

Sivacarya

Sni Jagadguru Prasanna Rénuka Virarudramunidéva

Sivacarya

121 Sri Jagadguru Prasannarenuka Veerasomeshwara

Rajadeshikendra Sivaéarya 1992-
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Lineage of Sri Ujjayani Saddharma Pitha

In all four yugas as per the wishes of Siva to
disseminate Virasaiva philosophy Marularadya incarnated
from Sidd&svara Linga located in Vataksétra on the bank of
the river Ksipra, He was called Dvyaksara Svacarya in Krta
yuga; Dvivatra Sivacarya in Tréta-yuga; Daruka Sivacarya in
Dvapara yuga and Marularadya Sivacarya in Kali yuga. This
information is in Suprabhéda Suprabhéda Agamantargata,
Pancacarya PanCamotpatti, Page 2 and in Virasaiva
Sadacara Sangraha (1/37-39) and in Hindltva, page 695).

During Dvapara yuga Daruka Sivacarya was the
head of Ujjayani Pitha. He taught Sivadvaita philosophy to
sage Dadhici and his pupil in Naimisa forest.

Tadvanmarulasiddhasya

Vataksétré mahattare |

Siddesalingajjananar

Sthanamujjayinipure||

The verse says Marularadya raised from Siddésvara
Linga situated on the banks of Ksipra river in Malava land
or Madya Pradésh, India. He established a Pitha for
preaching Virasaiva philosophy. It became famous as
Saddharma Simhasana. )

Ujjayani was ruled by Sautrapala with wife
Bhanumati. Sautrapala anxious of heaven was preparing to
perform Asvamédha yaga. This yaga includes worship of
Gods with animal sacrifices, eating the flesh of the
sacrificed animals, drinking alcohol, prostitution and other
acts. Knowing these Marularadya advised Sautrapala about
the atrocities of Asvamédha yaga. He convinced not to
perform the yaga. He instructed them the Virasaiva
philosophy and taught them Astavarna, Pancatara and
Satsthala after giving Siva dikse to Sautrapala and
Bhanumati.

Marularadya went to Daruka gardens situated in
between the rivers Yamuna and Ganga. There he taught
Sivadvaita to the sages before going to Kasi. There he met
Viévaradya, the head of Kasi Pitha. He remains in Kasi for
400 years in Yoga samadhi. Waking from the yoga samadhi
he travels to Srisaila, He visits the temple of Mallikarjuna.
He meets Panditaradya, the head of SriSaila Pitha. He
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instructs Sivadvaita to sages and others before traveling to
Kasmir. There he starts Saraswati Pitha. This Pitha spreads
devotion to Siva resulting in numerous Siva devotees in
Kasmir.

From Kasmir, Marularadya travels to K&dara. There
he meets Ekoramaradya, the head of the Kédara Pitha.
Marularadya and Ekoramaradya both go to the Gowrikunda
for bathing. After the bath they come across a person. They
were very happy to see him. Ekoramaradya named him
'Muktimuni' and proclaimed as the next head of Ujjayani
Pitha.

Marularadya returned to Ujjayani with Muktimuni,
Muktimuni was made the head of Ujjayani Pitha.
Marularadya attained Ikya in Siddhésvara Linga in
Vataksetra.

For three hundred years Muktimuni was the head of
the Pitha spreading the Siva doctrine. He made Siddhamuni
as the head of the Pitha before he attained Lingaikya.

As head of the Pitha, Siddhamuni stayed for two
hundred years. Sivanindraswamy for one hundred twenty
years. Santamuni for seventy years. Bhavabhutimuni for
one hundred years. Bhavabhutimuni Was a great scholar
and also a great performer of penance. He received gifts
from the king Bojaraja. He was respected from the great
poet Kalidasa. Later Immadi Muktimuni became the head of
this Pitha.

As,head of the Pitha Immadi Muktimuni stayed for
50 years. Saktimuni for two hundred years. Siddhamuni for
forty years. Immadi Santamuni for ninety years. Mummadi
Siddhamuni for fifty-five years. Sambhamuni for one
hundred years. Sivamuni for thirty years and I$anyamuni
for seventy-five years. They spread Virasaiva religious
philosophy.

Sambhumuni became the 15th head of this Pitha.
Jain religion also flourished during these years. Viraséna, a
Jain king determined to destroy the Virasaiva religion. As
per the saying "Sathé sathyam samacarét" The head of
the Pitha decided to fight the king. With an army he fought
the king successfully. Although Sambhumuni was successful
he was not happy. He decided to keep himself away from
conflicts leading to war. He decided to stay in the forest.
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For seventy years he stayed in a forest preaching Virasaiva
philosophy. He gave up the responsibility to his pupil
Marulasiddha before reaching Lingaikya.

Relocation of Ujjayani Pitha

Marulasiddha did not like the harassment from the
Jain king of Madya Pradésh. He left Ujjayani with his pupil
traveling in Maharastra. He constructed Mathas with the
help of the devotees in different part of Maharastra. He
entrusted the administration of the Matha to one of his
pupil. Traveling he came to Siddagiri near Kollapura. There
are more Mathas belonging to Ujjayani in Maharastra due to
his travel.

Marulasiddha meets Révanasiddha of Rarhbhapuri
Pitha at Siddagiri. Siddagiri Matha was part of Rambhapuri
Pitha. Révanasiddha on hearing the problems faced by
Marulasiddha he constructed a town near Kottur. He named
the town Ujjayani. He suggested Marulasiddha to establish
the Ujjayani Pitha there itself.

As per the wishes of Révanasiddha, Marulasiddha
brought down Mahadévi of Kollapura. This made him
famous. He gave Sivadikse to Karatasura and his followers.
He went to Oranga land met the king Ganapati and the king
Somesvara of Hosakalyana. With their help, he established
the Saddharma Pitha in Ujjayani, ?It was constructed by the
famous sculptor Jakkannacarya. He established the idols of
Marulasiddha, the starter of the Pitha and the idols of
fourteen heads of the Pitha in succession. A Linga of
Marularadya is also established. It is a beautiful structure.
There is a proverb "See outside the temple in Hampe,
inside the Matha in Ujjayani".

Marularadya was officially made the head of the
new Ujayani Sarvadharma Pitha in  Karnataka.
Revanasiddha of Rambhapuri Pitha, Panditaradya of Srisaila
Pitha, head of Rastrakita Orangalla and many devotees
were present on this occasion. Bhuvanaikamalla Somé&svara
presented 120 Mathas in his kingdom. Marularadya
preached Virasaiva philosophy traveling in the regions of
Orangalla, Hampe, Kidala Sangama, Kapathagudda,
Harapuri and other places. Many Jains received Linga diksé
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from him. Marularadya stayed as the head of Ujjayani
Sarvadharma Pitha for 175 vyears. Before Lingaikya
Siddhapandita was named the head of the Pitha.

As head of this Pitha. Siddalingacarya stayed for
forty-five years. Siddhésvaracarya stayed for eighty years
and Siddhanatharadya for thirty years. Siddhanatharadya
named Marularadya before Lingaikya.

Marularadya was well versed with yogas. It made it
easier for him to fulfill the wishes of many devotees. The
Gowda of Kaggalipura blessed with a son. Kurubagowda
Somanna was blessed with a son also. He was named
Amoghasiddha. Later, Marularadya gave Siva dikse to
Amoghasiddha. He was brought to Hili. There he was made
Guru to Hiriyakurbiya Kuruba Virasaivas. Later he installed
an idol of Marulasiddha in Kaggalipura. He traveled in
Béturu and Anégodu. Before becoming Lifngaikya in Huli
Siddhamallésvara was named the head of Pitha.

Siddhamallé$vara is known as Male Mallesvara for
making rain during drought. He is known as Santana
Mallésvara for blessing children to devotees. He proclaimed
'a child for a thousand'. Many devotees paid 1000 coins to
have a child. Among them are Bacéégowda of Ujjayani,
Basavanayaka and Orhkaranayaka of Bagila, Bullanrpala of
Harapuri and Proudharaya of Vijayanagara. This lead to the
spread devotion to Siva. Lakkanna ,Dar'ldééa, one of the
ministers of Proudharaya, wrote "Sivatattva Cintamani".
ITakkanna I;ahdééa received the grace of Guru for writing
Sivatattva Cintamani.

Mara saw his master. Gowda of Sindogipura, having
a son after giving 1000 coins to Siddhamall€vara. Mara
belonged to a backward group. He too wished for a son.
But he did not have 1000 coins to give. So he received the
grace of the Guru by performing dasoha giving 1000
"kullas". His son was named Marulasiddha. Later a temple
was built in the community of Mara. Sivalinga was installed
in the temple. Marulasiddha, son of Mara, was named to
perform the worship of Sivalinga in the temple.
Marulasiddha lived a life of a $arana.

Harala of Sindogi requested Siddhamallé$vara to
allow him to worship in Marulasiddha temple. He took
Harala to Ujjayani. There a temple was built in the
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community of Harala. Harala was named to worship in the
temple.

Siddhamallésvara lived for eighty years helping
people. On the day of Sivaratri he attained Lingaikya.
Before Lingaikya Siddhanatha was named the head of the
Pitha. Both Marulasiddha of Sindogi and Harala of Ujjayani
became Lingaikya on the same day.

In this Ujjayani Pitha Siddhanatha stayed as the
head of the Pitha for sixty-five years and Siddh&svara for
ninety-five years. After them Gurusiddha became the head
of this Pitha.

(Note: The lineage of Ujjayani Pitha is from "Sri Jagadguru
Marularadya Vijaya" by Nandiéa Sivakavi, Pancavannige,
Hali. Based on the prose edition Sri Marulasiddhanka" by
Kavali Cennabasappa, Maridévaswamy, 1949.)

The following is from Hindutva (Hindi), Published in
Kasi by Ramadasa Gowda, 1938, page 695:

"Avantikapuri ké Siddhésvara Linga sé,

jo bhagavan ke vamadévarupa hai, bhagavan
Marularadya ji praktahuye |

Kahate hai kive Avantike rajase

anabana ho janeke karana,

Ballari jileke eka ganva meé akara basagayée |
Unakeé basanése usagnvaka

nama bhi Ujjayani padagaya |

Avanti me bhi isaki eka

Sakha matha abataka maujuda hai||"

There were 110 heads of Ujjayani Sarvadharma
Pitha between Marularadya and Marularadya Sivacarya. Life
history of many of the heads are lost.

Siddalinga Sivacarya was the 108" head of this
Pitha. He is the son of Cennabasavarya and
Gurusiddhamba, Bangara Nayakanahalli, Jagaliru Talug,
Citradurga District. He was born Salivahana Sake 1812
Vikrti samvathsara, Magha Bahula Saptami Sunday evening.
He was named Siddalingacarya.
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@Marulasiddha Rajédeéikendra Sivacarya was the

107™ head of Ujjayani Pitha. Knowing the future of this
child, on Salivahana Sake 1828 (1906) Parabhava
samvathsara, Vaisakha Pancami Sunday morning made the
head of Ujjayani Sarvadharma Pitha. He was named as
Siddalinga Sivacarya. Then he was 16 years old. He learnt
logic, grammar, Viradaiva religious scriptures from
Siddhanta Sikhamani from Umacigi Sankara Sastry. He
adopted them in his daily life. The place had five types of
colored cows namely Nande, Bhadre, Surabhi, Susile and
Sumane. The dung from them are used to prepare Bhasma
or Vibhuti for daily use. He instructed others to use pure
bhasma in their daily life.
) Once Ballary area faced drought. Siddalinga
Sivacarya performed worship and distributed prasada in
drought areas. It resulted with the rain pouring
continuously for several days. He traveled extensively
preaching Virasaiva philosophy. In 1912, he visited
Gulberga on the invitation of Doddappa Appa of Sarana
Basavéévara Samsthana. There he preached Virasaiva
philosophy to the people. He appointed Siddalingadésika as
secretary, Sarana Basavé$vara samsthana as head of
Mugulanagayi Hirématha.

Siddalinga Sivacarya attended the Pancacarya
conference held at K3si in 1918. He introduced 13 proposals
for the spread of Virasaiva philosophy. To commemorate
the conference Viévaradya Gurukula was started. In the
Gurukula many heads of Mathas from Karnataka, Andra,
Maharastra and others stayed during their student life.

) To spread the Virasaiva philosophy, Siddalinga
Sivacarya traveled extensively. He visited Ballary on
December 12, 1930; Barsi, Sollapur on December 7, 1933,
Pandarapura on October 23, 1933, Mangalavédhe on
December 31, 1933, Pallagatti, Jagaliru Talug on
September 12, 1938, Biriru and other places. He
participated in and addressed the 9th Virasaiva conference
held at Birliru on December 27, 1919. The conference was
also attended by the head of Rambhapuri Pitha Sri
Jagadguru Pancaksara Sivacarya and the head of Kédara
Pitha Sri Jagadguru Viévalinga Sivacarya. Under the
assistance of the President Naganiru Brhanmatha
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Kasinathasasty, held a conference of administrators in
Ujjayani Pitha on December 25, 1926. He was the main
speaker.

The head of Kédara Pitha Sri Jagadguru Visvalinga
Sivacarya got sick during the visit to Karnataka. On July 15,
1920, he attained Lingaikya at Ujjayani. He had selected
Nilakanthalinga as his successor. Siddalinga Sivacarya took
responsibility for the Kédara FjTt_ha. On October 1, 1921, as
per the wishes of Viévalinga Sivacarya, Nilakanthalinga was
made the head of Kédara Pitha by the Kasi Jagadguru Sri
Sivalinga Sivacarya.

On February 22, 1922, Jagadguru Pancaksara
Sivacarya, the head of Rambhapurl Pitha, became Lingaikya
without selecting his successor. There was no head for this
Pitha for the next three years. )

Pandit Sadasivasastry performed Sivaydoga in the
caves of Bukkarbudhi. He also served in the Kasi Pitha. On
November 22, 1925, Salivahana Saka 1847, Kroda
Sarhvatsara, Margasira Suklapaksa 7, Sunday at 8.45 am in
Danurlagna Sadasivasastry was made the head of
Rarmbhapuri Pitha. He was given the name Sri Jagadguru
Sivanandarajéndra Slvacarya

Siddalinga Sivacarya traveled all over India
preaching Virasaiva philosophy. He improved the Pitha by
constructing a cow barn and a hall named after
Pancacaryas for dasoha and for worship of Siva.

Contribution to Education

Siddalinga Sivacarya was a lover of education. He
started Darukacarya Sanskrit school at the Pitha. From
Pandit Umacdigi Sankarasastry, I8a, Kéna, Katha, Mundaka,
Siddhanta Sikhopanisat and Brahmasutra, Sankari Vrtti
related to Virasaiva Siddhanta Sudhakara and other works
were written. They were published by the Pitha. These
books are the text books for the courses Saktivisistadvaita
Védanta Sastry and A&arya examinations started in 1983 at
SampUrnananda Sanskrit  University, Kasi. Siddalinga
SivaCarya started JAiana Guru Vidyapitha to publish similar
books.
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Siddalinga Sivaéarya to encourage Virasaiva

students in Ballary region, on October 16, 1916 started
Madras Virasaiva Vidyavardaka Sanga. This organization
was registered as Virasaiva Vidyavardaka Sanga . To day it
has grown to such an extent it provides education staring
from grade school to college level.
) In Sollapura, Varada Mallappa established
Srimadvirasaiva Varada Sanskrit School in 1878. Virasaiva
children received boarding, lodging and clothes while
attending the school. He also started a library named
ViraSaiva Granta Male. Through this library many religious
Sanskrit books were published. The glory of the institution
built by Mallappa began to decline after his death. On
August 31, 1933 Siddalinga Sivacarya came to Sollapura
visited the school made it a public school in Memory of
Mallappa. In spite of his encouragement there are not many
students interested in learning Sanskrit.

Pancacarya News Paper

Kasinathasasty was very close to Jagadguru
Siddalinga Sivacarya. On May 16, 1927 the Pitha performed
the festivities of Darukacarya. On the same day they
blessed Kasinathasasty with financial help to publish the
religious paper Pancacarya Prabha. Even today this paper is
in circulation disseminating Virasaiva philosophy.

Jagadguru Siddalinga Sivacarya spent his entire life
promoting eraéaiva philosophy. On January 12, 1936,
Shalivahana Saka 1857, Yuva Samvathsara, Pusya Bahula 4
Sunday morning attained Lingaikya.

Trilo€ana Sivacarya of Ane Siddhapura Brhanmatha,
Molakalmuru Taluqg, Citradurga District was named the head
of the Ujjayani Pitha. The ceremony took place on February
2, 1936. According to Indian calendar it is Shalivahana Saka
1857, Yuva Samvathsara, Magha Dasami Sunday. The
ceremony was attended by Srimadrarmbhapuri Jagadguru
SivanandarajéSvara and Jagadguru Nilakanta Sivacarya of
Kedara Pitha. Trilo¢ana Sivatarya as the 109th head of
Ujjayani Pitha was named as Sri 1008 Jagadguru
Siddhésvara Rajadésikéndra Sivacarya.
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Siddhéévara Rajadésikéndra Sivacarya is the head
of Ujjayani Pitha for over 50 years. During his time he
completed the construction of the cow barn. He registered
Jhanaguru Vidya Pitha. In addition started dasoha at
Citradurga, Gadag, Turuvaniru, Ujjayani and five Sanskrit
schools, High schools and colleges at Ujjayani, Yalivala,
Harapanahalli, Yasavantanagara and Holalagundi. To spread
the Virasaiva philosophy started a paper Saddharmaprabha.
It is published three times a month.

Siddhesvara Rajadesikendra Slvacarya reaching a
ripe age on August 28, 1985 Slvaprakasa Slvacaryaswamy,
Mysore Palace Japakatti Brhanmatha was made the head of
Ujjayani Pitha. It is Kroda Samvathsara Sravana Suddha
Trayodasi Sravana Nakstra Wednesday. He was named Sn
1008 Jagadguru Marularadya Sivacarya.

In 1954, Marularadya Sivactarya successfully
completed the study of Saktiviéistédvait:; Védanta. He
started Sanskrit and V&da schools in Sri Siddh&$vara
boarding house, Citradurga. As President of Jfanaguru
Vidya Pitha from Ujjayani Pitha started high schools,
boarding house and Sanskrit school. In addition he has
published the books on 18a, Kesa, Mundaka, Siddhanta
Sikhopanisat and Brahmasutra, Sankarvrtti and other
Virasaiva religious books. He has also published the English
version of Rénuka Gite by M. Sivakumarasvamy. He has
done a great contribution to the religion and to the literary
world by publishing them. He is working to improve the
Pitha and its services to the community.
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Lineage of Sri Ujjayani Saddharma Pitha

(Originally the names of the Sri Ujjayani Pitha
lineage is from the book "Ujjayani Jagadguru Sri
Siddhalingésa Vijaya", by Pandit. Virlpaksasastry of
Hireéhadagali Puranika Matha, 1944. Reproduced here from
the book Virsaivada Panca Pitha Parampare by H. H.
Chandrashekhara Sivadarya. Svamiji, Pancacarya Electric
Press, Mysore, 1988)

At the beginning of Krtayuga:

Sri Jagadguru Dvyaksara Svacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Tretayuga:

Sri Jagadguru Dvivaktra Sivacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Dvaparayuga:

Sri Jagadguru Darukacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Kaliyuga:

1. Sri Jagadguru Marularadhya Sivacarya Bhagavatpadaru

2. Sr| Jagadguru Mallikarjuna Slvacarya

3. Sr| Jagadguru Slddhesvara Sivacarya

4. Srl Jagadguru Gurunatha Slvacarya

5. Srl Jagadguru Slvayoglndra Sivacarya

6. Srl Jagadguru Tryambaka Slvacarya

7. Sr| Jagadguru Sivananda Slvacarya

8. Srl Jagadguru Marulasiddha Sivacarya

9. Sr| Jagadguru Amitananda Sivacarya

10. Sr| Jagadguru Nilagriva Slvacarya

11. Sr| Jagadguru Nandiévara Slvacarya

12, Sr| Jagadguru Gururaja Slvacarya

13. Sr| Jagadguru Mahadéva Sivacarya

14, Sr| Jagadguru Mayanta Slvacarya

15, Sr| Jagadguru Gurusanta Slvacarya

16. Sr| Jagadguru Vrsubhadvaja Slvacarya
17. Sr| Jagadguru Viravrsubhéndra Slvacarya
18. Sr| Jagadguru Dvitiya Mallikarjuna Sivacarya
19. Sr| Jagadguru Sivalinga Sivacarya

20. Sr| Jagadguru Dvitiya Siddhesvara Sivacarya
21. Sr| Jagadguru Lingananda Slvacarya

22. Sr| Jagadguru Somésvara Slvacarya

23. Sri Jagadguru Mukt9inatha Sivacarya
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24,
25.
26.
27.

28

~

29.
30.
31.
32,
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

St Jagadguru Vamadéva Siyééérya

Sri Jagadguru Jagadlsvara Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Nijananda Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Slvacaryalsvesvara Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Mahésévara Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Aghora Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Cennavira Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Jatasiddha Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Gangadhara Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Siddhavira Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Rudrésvara Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru $antalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Vail| Nandisvara Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Gangadhara Sivacarya

Srl Jagadguru Mahalinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Pancanana Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Bilvadhalabhtsana Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Maramarmana Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Nagabhisana Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Syamakandara Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Candrasekara Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Gurusiddha Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Bhavahara Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Candiévara S|vacarya

Sri Jagadguru Amrtésévara Slvacgrya

St Jagadguru Sujfianasekhara Sivacarya
Sri Jagadguru Siddhalinga Sivacarya

Sti Jagadguru Sesabhisana Sivacarya

Sti Jagadguru Sankarananda Sivaéarya

St Jagadguru Mahamallikarjuna Sivacarya
érl Jagadguru Sambhulinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Slvayogaprabhakara Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Clnmahodadhl Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Slva]nanasanjlvana Slvacarya
Srl Jagadguru Ganéndramandara Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Siddhésvara Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Parasiddhesvara Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Mahantadéva Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Mallikarjuna Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Vrstisankara Slvacarya

$i Jagadguru Sambhulinga Sivacarya
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65. Sr| Jagadguru Madanari Slvacarya

66. Sr| Jagadguru Mayakolahala Slvacarya

67. Sr| Jagadguru S|vaI|IacennaV|ra Sivacarya
68. Sr| Jagadguru Pancaksara Sivacarya

69. Sr| Jagadguru Okara Slvacarya

70. Sr| Jagadguru Muktinatha Slvacarya

71. Sr| Jagadguru Mahadéva Slvacarya

72. Sr| Jagadguru Bhargodéva Slvacarya

73. Sr| Jagadguru Balasiddhésvara Sivacarya
74. Sr| Jagadguru Cennavrsubha Slvacarya
75. Sr| Jagadguru Vrddavrsubhéndra Slvacarya
76. Sr| Jagadguru Cennamallikarjuna Slvacarya
77. Sr| Jagadguru Muktimallikarjuna Slvacarya
78 Sr| Jagadguru Siddhamallikarjuna Sivacarya
79. Sr| Jagadguru Ekodéva Slvacarya

80. Sr| Jagadguru Acaryabhaskara Sivacarya
81. $r| Jagadguru Moksésvara S[vacarya

82. Sri Jagadguru Siddhavirésa Sivacarya

83. Sr| Jagadguru Bhadrésvara Slvacarya

84. Sr| Jagadguru Amitananda Sivacarya

85. Sr| Jagadguru Sadaksara Slvacarya

86. Sr| Jagadguru Bhaktivardhana Sivacarya
87. Sr| Jagadguru Pasahara Slvacarya

88. Sr| Jagadguru Mahimakara Sivacarya

89. Sr| Jagadguru Sivalinga S|vacarya

90. Sr| Jagadguru Nayanatraya Slvacarya

91. Sr| Jagadguru Virapaksa Slvacarya

92. Sr| Jagadguru Marulasiddha Slvacarya

93. Sr| Jagadguru Mahantamallikarjuna Sivacarya
94, Sr| Jagadguru Vrstimallikarjuna Sivacarya
95. Sr| Jagadguru Sivalinga S|vacarya

96. Sr| Jagadguru BrhacCannavira Slvacarya
97. $r| Jagadguru Paracannawr,a Slvacarya
98. Sri Jagadguru Siddhalinga Sivacarya

99. Sr| Jagadguru Marulasiddha Slvacarya
100. Sr| Jagadguru Jatagurusiddha Sivacarya
101. Sr| Jagadguru Clnnavrsabha Sivacarya
102. Sr| Jagadguru Siddalinga Slvacarya

103. Sr| Jagadguru Cennawra Slvacarya

104. Sr| Jagadguru Clnnavrsabha Sivacarya
105. Sri Jagadguru Gurusiddha Sivacarya

~
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106. Sr| Jagadguru Marulasiddha S|vacarya
107. Sr| Jagadguru Clnnavrsabha Sivacarya
108. Srl Jagadguru Siddalinga Slvacarya
109. Srl Jagadguru Siddhésévara Slvacarya
110. Sr Jagadguru Marularadya Sivacarya

From Vijayavani 20200118 news paper
111 Sri Jagadguru Siddalingarajadésikéndra Sivacarya
Sri TriloCana Sivacarya (see Vijayavani 15/11/2020 p-9
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Lineage of $ri Kédara Pitha

Himalaya Mountains is in the North. It is the abode
for many sages. Okhimatha, K&daranatha, Guptakasi,
Madyamahé&svara, Kalimatha, Kalp&svara, Sonaprayaga,
Rudraprayaga, Badarinath, and others are worthy pilgrim
places.

Ekoramaradya appeared from the face of
Ramanatha Linga (Bhimanath) located in Draksarama
Ksétra for establishing Virasaiva religion. He repyesents the
Aghora face of Siva. He was called Tryaksara Svacarya in
Krtayuga; Trivaktra Sivacarya in Tréta-yuga; Ghantakarna
Sivacarya in Dvapara yuga and Ekoramaradya Sivacarya in
Kali yuga.

Draksarameé ramanathalingadyugacatustaye |

Ekoramasya jananamavasastu himalaye ||
According to this verse Sr1 Jagadguru Ek,(')rémarédya took
birth  from Ramanatha (Bhimanath) Sivalinga located
Draksarama. He established a Pitha for spreading Siva
philosophy. This Pitha is called Kédara Pitha and Vairagya
Simhasana. It is located at Okhimatha, Cimoli District.

The Aéarya in Kali yuga, Tryaksara Svacarya taught
Virasaiva philosophy to the Sirya dynasty king Madhanta.
Madhanta spent his final days close to Guru and attained
unity with Siva. There is a stone idol of the king depicting
this in Okhimatha.

The Adéarya in Dvapara yuga, Ghantakarna
Sivacarya traveled from K&dara to Kasi. During his travel he
taught Virasaiva philosophy. In Kasi, he taught Virasaiva
philosophy to sage Vyasa. The proof is in Vyasa Mandir at
Vyasa Kaéi. There is an idol of Ghantdkarna Sivacarya
worshiping Linga on left palm.

The following verses from Kééikhahgla 95 / 68- 69
suggest Vyasa was a pupil of Ghantakarna Sivacarya.

Parasaryastadarabhya
Sambhubhakti parosbhavat |
Lingarh vyaseésvara sthapya
Ghantakarnahradagratah ||

Vibhatibhusano nityarm
Rudraksabhusanah |
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Rudrasuktaparo nityam
Nityam lingarcakosbhavat ||

Ushadévi daughter of Banasura staying in the Pitha
studied all $astras. She was married to Aniruddha. She and
her husband stayed in the Pitha serving Guru. To clear her
debt she constructed a Matha. It is known as Usamatha or
Okhimatha. )

Ekoramaradya Sivaéarya stayed for many years as
the head of Kedara Vairagya Simhasana Pitha. He taught
the Virasaiva philosophy in many places of North India.
Returning to Draksarama Ksétra he united in Ramanatha
Linga (Bhimanath).

Jagadguru Anandalinga Sivaéarya

There are many Acaryas in the Kédara Pitha. Among them
Jagadguru Anandalinga Sivaéarya's has been mentioned.
Janaméjaya is the son of Pariksita. Pariksita is the son of
Abhimanyu. Abhimanyu is the son of Arjuna the third son of
Pandava. Janamé&jaya is the great, great grand son of
Arjuna. He had great respect for Jagadguru Anandalinga.
There is a copper tablet mentioning that Janamé&jaya gifted
the K&dara Ksétra. The copper tablet says the following:

|| $ri Kédarésvara namah ||

"Svasti Sri Vijayabhyudaya Yudhistaraaké Plavangakhyé
Ekénanavatitamavgtsaré Sahasi masé Amavasyayam
Somavasaré Sriman-maharajadhiraja Paramésvara
vaiyaghra  padagOtraja Sri Janamé&jaya  Bhipalah
Indraprasthanagari  simhasanasthah sakala varnasrama
dharmaparipalakah ~ Uttara  Himalayé  Srikeédaraksétré
tatratyamunérusamathasya Srigdosvamy Anandalinga
Jangama Srimacchisya Jfianalinga jangama dvara aradhita
Srikédaranathasya pajartham Catuh sima parikramah]|
Purvabhage Daksinavahini Mandakini, PasCima
Daksinabhagé Ksiraganga, Uttara Pascimé Madhugangs,
PUrvottarabhagé  Svargadvaranadi, Daksiné  Sarasvati
Mandakinyoh sangamah| Etanmadyhé Sri Kédara Ksétrar)|
Bhavacchisya parmparaya Candrarkaparyantam nidhiniksépa
jala pasanagami siddhasadya t€jah samya sahitarm
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svabuddhyanukdlyénasmanmatr pitrinam Sivaloka
praptyartham Sri Kédarésvara sannidhavuparaga samayé
sahiranya Mandakini jaladharapurvakam ksétramidam hasté
dattavanasmi| Etaddharmasadhanasya saksinah -

Aditya ¢andravanilosnalaséa

Dyaurbhiimirapo hrdayarm yamasca |

Ahasca ratrisca ibhé ¢a sandyé

Dharmasca jananti narasya vrttam||

Danapalanayormadhyeée
Danat svargamavapnoti
Palanad dvigunam phalam||

Svadattad dvigunam

Punyam paradattanupalanam |
Paradattapaharéna svadattam
Nispalam bhavet||

Svadatta putrika jféya pitrdatta sahodara|
Anyadatta tu janani dattabhumirh parityajét||

Anyaistu vardhitam bhunkte
Sarthasya vardhitarm na tu|
Tatah kastastato nicah
Svayar dattapaharakah||

Svadattam paradattam va

Brahmavrttm harécca yah |

Sasti varsasahaprani vistayaim

Jayateé krimih|| Iti || o

The meaning of the above deed is: Sri Anandaliriga
was the Jangama of Sri Kédara Pitha when king Janaméja
was ruling. Kédara Ksétra was the center of the area where
the rivers Mandakini, Ksiraganga and Sarasvati and others
join. From the income of this area Sri Anandalinga Jangama
shall perform the worship of Sri Kédarésvara from his pupil
Jhanalinga Jangama. For this the king Janameja gives this
land to Sri Anandalinga Jangama.

This gift was given 89 years after Yudhistara took
the kingdom. It is on Plavanga samvathsara, Margasirsa
masa, Amavasye day of sun eclipse. The gift was given by
the king for his parents salvation. Based on this Gift Deed,
Kédara Ksétra and Okhimatha are older than 5,000 years.
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S$ri Jagadguru Bhukundalinga Sivacarya

Jagadguru Bhukundalinga Sivaéarya was from
south India. He was born into the Viramah&svara Jafngama
family. He was well versed in $astras. People considered
him as the form of Virabhadra. He stayed in Kasi for many
years. Visvaradya was the head of Kasi Pitha. He went to
Kédara. There with the grace of the head of the K&dara
Pitha he became the head.

Among many of his pupil, Gangsalinga was well
educated and well versed in yoga. Bhukundalinga
Sivatarya made Ganésalinga as the head of Vairagya
Simhasana before attaining Lingaikya in Keédara Ksetra.
There is a pond with his name in Okhimatha even today. He
existed before 3000 years. The proof is in "Gadhavalaka
Itihasa (History of Gadhavalaka)" by Tehar Gadhavala
Riyasat Vajir Pandit Harikrsna Ratodi. With many supporting
documents he established the above information.

The king of Tehar Gadhavala was a devotee of this
Pitha. The king welcomed the head of the Pitha first by
applying Tilak on the forehead. Then the head of the Pitha
was called "Raval". After, the head of Rambhapuri, Srisaila,
Ujjayani and Kasi or any one of them gives the title
Jagadguru to the Ravel.

The property given by the king Janamé&jaya was
with the head of this Pitha till 1894. The Property had about
1000 villages. In 1894 Gangsalinga Jangama was the head
of this Pitha. The British rulers took away the administration
of many villages from the Pitha. They gave 143 villages to
the Pitha - 70 in Gadhavala, 43 in Aimora, 27 in Tehari
kingdom, 2 in Deharadun and 1 in Nainitala. The income
from these villages went to the Kédara Pitha.

In addition to the above, the Pitha had the
ownership of Kalimatha, Udakakunda, Gourikunda,
Gourimayi, Tunganatha, Triyuginarayana, Narayanatirtha,
Nalibhagavati, Maikhanda, Somadvara and other 22
Ksétras.

After India's independence, laws were changed.
Tax collected from the places that were under the Pitha
went to the Government. The Pitha has the religious
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authority. Out of the 22 Ksétra, Kédaranatha, Guptakasi,
Madyamahéévara and Okhimatha were given to the Pitha.
The temples in these places was under the jurisdiction of
the Pitha. In these four temples the worshipers (priests) are
the pupils from South India.

In India the heads of Kedaranath and Badarinath
are highly respected. British Government gave respect to
these two heads of Pitha with the title "Raval". According to
the British law, Tehar King continues to place Tilak on
forehead of the newly selected head of K&daranath. The
head of the Pitha then gets the title Raval.

The head of the Kédara Pitha for a long time
selected their successor from among the Jangama families
from South India. In 1911, the Government stopped this
tradition for the following reason.

Kédaralinga and Ganésalinga were the 317 and 318
heads of Kédara Pitha. During the time of Ganésalinga
(1894), the Pitha spent more than its income resulting in
debt of several lakhs (100,000) of Rupees. After examining
the financial situation of the Pitha by the Government
officers they decided to sue the head of the Pitha. The 319%™
head of the Pitha was Visvalinga Sivacarya. The case was
decided by the Kumavu Divisional Commissioner. On
September 8, 1911 the Commissioner devised a plan.
Accordingly a monthly honorarium was given to the Pitha.
It also established the number of pupil to the Pitha. From
this arrangement Pitha did not benefit and it lost their
independence. As part of the court case every year the
accounts are examined by the Tehary officers. The ruling
does not provide the head of Pitha to appoint their
successor. But it provides to name in the will any pupil from
South Indian Jangama family. Kasinathasastry have
discussed this facts in detail in his book "Sri Jagadguru
Pancacaryara Pracinatva' (page 95-100).

Based on the book 'Gadhavala ka Itihasa' (History
of Gadhavala) 320 names of the head of this Pitha is
available. The 320™ head of this Pitha is Sri Jagadguru
Nilakantalinga Sivacarya. This Pitha had a debt of 80,000
Rupees during Sri Jagadguru Viévalinga Sivacarya. As
suggested by Kasinathasastry and Siddalinga Sivacarya of
Ujjayani Pitha, Visvalinga Sivacarya came to Karnataka and
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participated in many religious functions. On December
1919, he took part in the 9th All India Virasaiva Conference
held at Biruru. On July 15, 1920 he attained Lingaikya at
Ujjayani Pitha.

) Sri Slvallnga Sivacarya of Kasi Pitha as per the will
of Sri Jagadguru Nilakantalinga Sivacarya became
Nilakantalinga as the head of Kédara Pitha. He was born on
1889, at Kalledévaru, Darwad district. He stayed at
Jangamavadi Matha, Kasi while he was studying Sanskrit
and Hindi. He knew Ayurvéda.

Nilakantalinga Sivacarya, the head of Kédara Pitha,
traveled extensively in Karnataka. He collected money from
devotees. He not only paid off all the debt but also
increased the wealth of the Pitha. While traveling in
Karnataka, he started Sanskrit schools at Ballary, Hosapet
and other places. He contributed generously (6,000
Rupees) to the paper "Pancacarya Prabha". The paper was
started in Mysore on Shalivahana Sake 1848, Prabhava
Sarhvathsara, Vaisakha Suddha Pan¢ami or May 16, 1927

Nilakantalinga  Sivacarya started educational

institution "Uttarakhanda Vidya Pitha" between Okhimatha
and Guptakasi. This institution provides education to
children living in the mountain areas. Sanskrit, Hindi and
Ayurvéda are taught in this institution. This institution has
grown to become an independent University. The trust
committee of Badarinath and Kédaranath and the people of
Okhimatha are working towards it. In memory they have
installed a marble idol of Jagadguru Nilakanta Sivéc“;érya.
) Jagadguru Nilakanta Sivacarya chose Sivamirty
Sastry of Hirematha, Timmapura Village, Darwad district as
the head of the Pitha. He was named Cidghanalinga
Sivacarya. He traveled extensively for the benefit of the
Pitha. He attained Lingaikya at K&dara on February 16,
1942. Later Jagadguru Nilakanta Sivacarya took over the
administration of the Pitha. He became Lingaikya on April
23, 1945 in Okhimatha. His resting place is in the
Vidyapitha. )

Visvanathalinga, Kailasalinga, Santalinga and others
were the pupil of Jagadguru Nilakanta Sivacarya.
Kailasalinga belonged to Puragiri Brhanmatha, Nijam area.
Sivalinga is his father. Cidghana Sivadarya was given the
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name of Kailasalinga. He was the head of Puragiri. He
stayed at the Visvaradya Gurukula of Jangamavadi Matha,
Kasi. He studied logic, Grammar, Sankhya, Yoga, Védanta
and Siddhanta. He was well versed in Sivasiddhanta. In
1925, he researched and published 'Mahanarayandpanisat”
by Vrsubhadéva in Saivabhasya. 1t is the first publication of
"Kédaranatha Sivatattva Granthamale". He published
history of "Ujjayani Lingaikya Jagadguru Siddalinga
Sivacaryaru" in Kannada. For reason unknown he returned
to his place Puragiri. He attained Lingaikya there.

Santalinga is the pupil of Nilakanta Sivacarya. He
became the head of Muttanala Hirematha, Belagam.
Visvanathalinga was the other pupil of Nilakanta Sivacarya.
He became the 321t "Raval" for the Kédara Pitha. He was
from Naduvina Matha, Darwad district. After Nilakanta
Sivacarya, he was the Ravel for Kédara Pitha for 21 years.
He did not become Jagadguru. He attained Lingaikya in
Haveri itself. )

Santalinga is the other pupil of Nilakanta Sivacarya.
He is from Muktanala Hirematha. On June 10, 1966,
Santalinga was made the head of Kédara Pitha by Jfiana
Simhasanadhiévara St 1008 Jagadguru  Visvé$vara
Sivatarya of Kasi Pitha and  Srimadrambhapuri
Virasirnhasanadhisvara Sri 1008 Jagadguru Rénuka
Prasanna Viragangadhara Sivé@érya. He received the ftitle
Vairagya Si;hhésanédhiévara Sri 1008 Jagadguru Raval
Santalinga Sivacarya. He became the 322" head of the
Kédara Pitha. He was the head of the Pitha for 14 years. On
February 6, 1980 he attained Lingaikya at Mutnala
Hirématha. It is his resting place.

After Lingaikya of Santalinga Sivacarya, the Pitha
did not have any head for five years. Jagadguru Visvésvara
Sivatarya of Kasi Pitha, with the help of devotees,
SangameSvara Sivacarya of Huli Sambayya Matha and his
pupil Umé&svra Sivacarya chose Siddésvaralinga. He is the
son of Basavalingayya and Bhagirati, Gulabala, Bijapur
District. Salivahana Sake 1907, Kroda samvathsara, Jesta,
vadya PanCami Friday the June 7, 1985, Siddésvaralinga
was made the head of the K&dara Pitha by the head of Kasi
and Srlsalla Jagadgurus. Siddesvaralinga was named as
Raval Sri 1008 Jagadguru Siddésvara Sivacarya.
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Siddesvaralinga left his house at an early age. He
joined Srimadvirasaiva Gurukula, (Hotagi Matha) at
Sollapur. He went to Kédara after studding some Sanskrit.
In 1963 he was named Siddésvaralinga by the head Raval
Visvanathalinga. He worshiped K&daranatha for six months.
He returned to Sollapur because of ill health. He stayed
under the care of Yogirajendra Sivacarya. He went with
Yogirajéndra Sivacarya for a special function at Baradapura
Matha in Maharastra. There Bimasankarappa Girivalakara
Bemmbali and Sangappa Cakote made him the head of
Sambhulinga Matha in 1970. With the presence of
Jagadguru Rénuka Prasanna Viragangadhara Sivacarya,
Siddeévaralinga was initiated as the head by Prabhu
Panditaradya Sivacarya. He was named Sambhulinga
Sivacarya. ) )

Later Sambhulinga Sivacarya went to Kasi. He was
a student at the Viévaradya Gurukula. He was completing
his studies in Acarasahitya. After the Lingaikya of
Santalingacarya, the head of K&dara Pitha, Sarhbhulinga
Sivacarya was one of the oldest pupil. K&dara Trust
Committee selected him. In 1983 on Vijaya Dasami, he
became Raval after placing Tilak on his forehead. In spite of
many obstacles, he was made the head of the Kédara Pitha
with the help of Kasi Jagadguru. He was named Raval 1008
Jagadguru Siddhésvaralinga Sivacarya.

There is no doubt Kédara Pitha finds its glory days
from Jagadguru Siddhésvaralinga. Niranjanalinga,
Racalinga, Nityanandalinga, Gurulinga, Rajasékaralinga and
Cidghanalinga are pupils. Crrently they are serving the
Pitha. They are all from different villages in Karnataka.
Cidghanalinga is serving Jagadguru Siddhésvaralinga.
Others perform worship in temples at Keédaranatha,
Guptakasi, Madhumésévara and Okhimatha.
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Lineage of Sri Kédara Pitha

(Originally the names of the Sri K&dara Pitha
lineage is from book "Gadhavala ka Itihasa", 1924,
Gadhavala Press, Deharadun) written by Pandit. Harikrsna.
Reproduced here from the book VirSaivada Panca Pitha
Parampare by H. H. Chandrashekhara Sivacarya. Svamiji,
Pancacarya Electric Press, Mysore, 1988)

At the beginning of Krtayuga:
Sri Jagadguru Tryaksara Svacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Tretayuga:
Sri Jagadguru Trivaktra Sivacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Dvaparayuga:
$ri Jagadguru Ghantakarna Sivacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Kaliyuga:
Sri Jagadguru Ekdramaradya Sivacarya Bhagavatpadaru.

. 11 Jagadguru Bhukundalinga Sivaéarya
. Sr1 Jagadguru Ganésalinga Sivacarya

. ST Jagadguru Somalinga Sivacarya

. $rT Jagadguru Haralinga Sivacarya

. Sri Jagadguru Viralinga Sivacarya

. St Jagadguru Gargalinga Sivacarya

. ST Jagadguru Bhavyalinga Sivacarya

. St Jagadguru Visvalinga Sivacarya

. Sr| Jagadguru Karanalinga Slvacarya
10. Sr| Jagadguru Mandharalinga Sivacarya
11. Sr| Jagadguru Jyotirlinga Slvacarya

12. Sr| Jagadguru Jaganmangalallnga Sivacarya
13. Sr| Jagadguru Jayalinga Sivacarya

14. Sr| Jagadguru Mahalinga Slvacarya

15. Sr| Jagadguru Sankarallnga Sivacarya
16. Sr| Jagadguru Paralinga Sivacarya

17. Sr| Jagadguru Kubeéralinga Sivacarya
18. Sr| Jagadguru Gajalinga Slvacarya

19. Sr| Jagadguru Virlpaksalinga Sivacarya
20. Sr| Jagadguru Varalinga Slvacarya

21. Sr| Jagadguru Gangadharalinga Sivacarya
22. $r| Jagadguru Dévalinga Sivacarya

23. Sr1 Jagadguru Tryarnbaka
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24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

Sr| Jagadguru Madanalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Trllocanallnga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Smararilinga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Purarilinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Sampatilinga Slvacarya
Srl Jagadguru Karmathalinga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Suralinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Anandallnga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Sukralinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Ripalinga Sivacarya

Srl Jagadguru Minaksi Sundaralinga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Subrahmanyalinga Sivacarya
Sri Jagadguru Murtylinga Sivacarya

Srl Jagadguru Varilinga Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Kundalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Caramalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Dharmalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Tirthalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Candlkesvarallnga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Bhajanalinga Sivacarya
$r| Jagadguru Dévalinga SJvacarya

Sri Jagadguru Ramalinga Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Nandilinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Bhavarilinga S|vacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Sabhapatilinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Sunamalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Dvajalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Bhairavalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Somérulinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Girilinga S|vacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Okaralinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Pirnalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Aghoralinga Slvacarya
Srl Jagadguru Bhavalinga S|vacarya

Srl Jagadguru Manibhadralinga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Bhavarilinga S|vacarya
$r| Jagadguru Nagaharalinga Sivacarya
Sri Jagadguru Murarilinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Ratnalinga Sivacarya

Srl Jagadguru Girilinga Sivacarya

$ri Jagadguru Brahmananda
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65. Sri Jagadguru Kathoralinga Sivaéarya
66. Sri Jagadguru Puréndra Sivacarya

67. éri Jagadguru Sambhulinga Sivacarya
68. Srl Jagadguru Varanalinga Slvacarya

69. Srl Jagadguru Tarakalinga Slvacarya

70. Srl Jagadguru Varnalinga §|vacarya

71. Sri Jagadguru Kamalinga Sivacarya

72. Sri Jagadguru Mahdaléévaralihga Sivacarya
73. Sr| Jagadguru Arunacalalinga Sivacarya
74. Sr| Jagadguru Mahésalinga Slvacarya
75. Sr| Jagadguru Harikesalinga Sivacarya
76. Sr| Jagadguru Surésalinga Slvacarya

77. Sr| Jagadguru Maharudralinga Sivacarya
78. Sr| Jagadguru Balapakalinga Sivacarya
79. $r| Jagadguru Rohitalinga Slvaca,rya

80. Sri Jagadguru Bhimakarnalinga Sivacarya
81. Srf Jagadguru Sankaralinga Sivaéarya
82. Sri Jagadguru Kirtisagaralinga Sivacarya
83. Sri Jagadguru Mukhyalinga Sivacarya
84. SrT Jagadguru Suddhalinga Sivacarya
85. Sri Jagadguru Vadanyalinga Sivacarya
86. Sri Jagadguru Vedasammatalinga Sivacarya
87. Sr| Jagadguru Manulinga Slvacarya

88. Sr| Jagadguru Kumaralinga Sivacarya
89. Sr| Jagadguru Yajnalinga Slvacarya

90. $r| Jagadguru Muktimuni Slyacarya

91. Sri Jagadguru Yajfiamarty Sivacarya

92. $rT Jagadguru Satvikalinga Sivacarya

93. Sri Jagadguru Parnalinga Sivacarya

94. Sri Jagadguru Bhtalinga Sivacarya

95. Sri Jagadguru Balalinga Sivééé,rya

96. Sri Jagadguru Kaladharalinga Sivacarya
97. Sr| Jagadguru Niranjanalinga Sivacarya
98. Srl Jagadguru Gurulinga Slvacarya

99. Srl Jagadguru Gurumdrtylinga Slvacarya
100. Srl Jagadguru Kaladharalinga Sivacarya
101. Sr| Jagadguru Satyalinga Slvacarya

102. Sr| Jagadguru Virabhadralinga Sivacarya
103. Srl Jagadguru Avyaktalinga Sivacarya
104. Sri Jagadguru Kalpalinga Sivacarya

105. Sri Jagadguru Rudrapadalinga Sivacarya

55



106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114,
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124,
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.

133

141

$ri Jagadguru Samalinga Sivaéarya

Sri Jagadguru Mrutyunjayalinga Sivacarya
$ri Jagadguru Dhanyalinga Sivaéarya
Sri Jagadguru Pradhanalinga Sivacarya
Sri Jagadguru Puranalinga Sivacarya
Sri Jagadguru Kalyanalinga Sivacarya
Sri Jagadguru Aghoralinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Visnulinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Haralinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Kavilinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Nilalinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Karmalinga Slvacarya
Srl Jagadguru Janardalinga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Vratalinga Slvacarya

$r| Jagadguru RaJallnga,Slvacarya

Sri Jagadguru Nitilinga Sivacarya

érl Jagadguru Mandratalinga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Gunadharalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Mandripalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Vidyalinga Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Balalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Vasantalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Jivalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Jyotirupalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Niranjanalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Puranalinga S|vacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Sarvesallnga Sivacarya

. Sr| Jagadguru Pinakalinga Sivacarya
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
. Sr| Jagadguru Bhavalinga Slvacarya
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.

Sr| Jagadguru Vajralinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Puréndralinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Romalinga Slvacarya

Sri Jagadguru Tryambakalinga Sivacarya
$ri Jagadguru Kundalinga Sivacarya

Sri Jagadguru Sankhalinga Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Bhutalinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Sthanalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Dhiralinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Svaralinga, Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Saralinga Slvacarya
St Jagadguru Haralinga Sivacarya
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147. Sr| Jagadguru Pancayajfialinga Sivacarya
148. Sr| Jagadguru Jagatalinga Slvacarya
149. Sr| Jagadguru Kailasalinga Slvacarya
150. Srl Jagadguru Suksmalinga Sivacarya
151. Sr| Jagadguru Nadalinga Slvacarya

152. $r| Jagadguru Haralinga Slvacawa

153. Sri Jagadguru Vayulinga Sivacarya

154. Sr| Jagadguru Amaralinga Slvacarya
155. Sr| Jagadguru Mandaralinga Slvacarya
156. Srl Jagadguru Sulabhalinga Sivacarya
157. Sri Jagadguru Yogilinga Sivacarya

158. Sr| Jagadguru Sundaralinga Sivacarya
159. Sr| Jagadguru $antalinga Slvacarya
160. Sr| Jagadguru Rupalinga Slvacarya

161. Sr| Jagadguru Svarlpalinga Sivacarya
162. 11 Jagadguru Mayalinga S!vacarya
163. Sr7 Jagadguru Amrtalinga Sivacarya
164. Sri Jagadguru Santalinga Sivacarya
165. Sr| Jagadguru Annalinga Slvacarya

166. Sr| Jagadguru Kaladharalinga Sivacarya
167. Sr| Jagadguru Gaurisalinga Slvacarya
168. Sr| Jagadguru Améyalinga Slvacarya
169. Sr| Jagadguru Jayadratalinga Sivacarya
170. Sr| Jagadguru Viralinga Slvacarya

171. $r| Jagadguru Gambiralinga Sivacarya
172. Sri Jagadguru Ksétralinga Slvacarya
173. Sr| Jagadguru Slvagamllnga Sivacarya
174. Sr| Jagadguru Girirajalinga Sivacarya
175. $r| Jagadguru Kalalinga Slvacarya,
176. Sri Jagadguru CandraéékaralingaISivééérya
177. Sri Jagadguru Krauncadarallnga Sivacarya
178. Sr| Jagadguru Purandaralinga Sivacarya
179. Sr| Jagadguru Kalakarilinga Sivacarya
180. Srl Jagadguru Visnulinga Slvacarya
181. Sr| Jagadguru Varmalinga Slvacarya
182. Srl Jagadguru Tripurarilinga Slvacarya
183. $r| Jagadguru Damddaralinga Sivacarya
184. Sri Jagadguru Heravalinga Sivacarya
185. Sr| Jagadguru Haridralinga Slvacarya
186. Sr| Jagadguru Jalapadalinga Slvacarya
187. Sri Jagadguru Madhavalinga Sivacarya
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188.
189.
190.
191.
192.
193.
194.
195.
196.
197.
198.
199.
200.
201.
202.
203.
204.
205.
206.
207.
208.
209.
210.
211.
212.
213.
214.
215.
216.
217.
218.
219.
220.
221.
222.
223.
224,
225.
226.
227.
228.

Sr| Jagadguru Vasavalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Sarvalinga S|vacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Bhtilinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Mrdalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Prathamadhilinga Sivacarya
$r| Jagadguru Banalinga Slyacarya

Sri Jagadguru Dhanalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Dévesalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Gunatita Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Pitambaralinga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Visalalinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Kévalinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru SuIadharlllnga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Budhalinga Sivacarya
$r| Jagadguru Arajalinga Sl\{acarya

Sri Jagadguru Janakalinga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Kalalinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Kaivalyalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Sirmhalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Pasupatlllnga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Bhadralinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Bahuripalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Pujyalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Kantalinga S|vacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Niramalinga Slvacarya
Sri Jagadguru Harnsalinga S|\{acarya
Srl Jagadguru Manasvalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru V|svaharaI|nga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Viragalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Ravinétralinga Sivacarya
Sri Jagadguru Pavitralinga Sivacarya
$ri Jagadguru Nadalinga Sivacarya

$ri Jagadguru Varadalinga Sivacarya
Sri Jagadguru Mantralinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Prathamalinga S|vacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Sitikantalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Vidhilinga Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Visvésvarasramalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Somanathalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Kédaralinga Sivacarya
Sri Jagadguru Nathalinga Sivacarya
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229.
230.
231.
232.
233.
234.
235.
236.
237.
238.
239.
240.
241.
242.
243.
244.
245.
246.
247.
248.
249.
250.
251.
252.
253.
254.
255.
256.
257.
258.
259.
260.
261.
262.
263.
264.
265.
266.
267.
268.
2609.

Sr| Jagadguru Kavinathalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Parnanandalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Tailapattilinga Slvacarya
Srl Jagadguru Caitanyalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Kenjésvaralinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Dvandvatita Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Amodalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Pancavaktralinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Siddhésvaralinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Kasinathalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Samharalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Sarabhalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Gadhadaralinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Gaganalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Uttamalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Vibhavalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Parijatakalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Balartpalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Amaralinga Slvacarya

1 Jagadguru Paramanulinga Sl\{acarya
Sri Jagadguru Parasuramalinga Sivacarya
Sri Jagadguru Nagesalinga Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Udayalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Udaralinga S|vacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Karanalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Padmanabhalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Aghoralinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Jayanathalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Vitaragalinga Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Candralinga Slvacarya

St Jagadguru Viéitralinga Slvlacarya

St Jagadguru Sundaralinga Sivatarya

érl Jagadguru Astamrtilinga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Yajhalinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Satyartpalinga Sivacarya
$r| Jagadguru Svarupalinga $|vacawa

Sti Jagadguru Kalyanalinga Sivacarya

Sri Jagadguru Puranalinga Sivacarya

Sri Jagadguru Svabhévalihga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Visésalinga Sivacarya

$ri Jagadguru Vaidyalinga Sivacarya
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270.
271.
272.
273.
274.
275.
276.
277.
278.
279.
280.
281.
282.
283.
284.
285.
286.
287.
288.
289.
290.
291.
292.
293.
294.
295.
296.
297.
298.
299.
300.

301

Sr| Jagadguru Pranésévaralinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Dhanadalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Prakasalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Brahmanyalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Nirmallinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Svaitalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Narayanalinga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Gauralinga Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Prakasalinga Slvacarya
Srl Jagadguru Vidéhalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Pramanalinga Slvacarya
Srl Jagadguru Svastikalinga Slvacarya
Srl Jagadguru Sadanandalinga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Durgamalinga Slvacarya
Srl Jagadguru Cirantanalinga Slvacarya
Sri Jagadguru Vasantasaralinga Sivacarya
ST Jagadguru Rahasyalinga Sivaéarya
Srl Jagadguru Jnanadlpallnga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Visokalinga Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Janadanalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Krtajfialinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Darmarajalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Jatadharalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Khyatalinga S|vacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Durlabhallnga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Visilalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Kalparajalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Abhiramalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Varunalinga Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Ajaralinga Slvacarya

Sri Jagadguru Dévadévalinga Sivacarya

. $1 Jagadguru Kapilalinga Sivacarya
302.
303.
304.
305.
306.
307.
308.
3009.
310.

Sri Jagadguru Bhélaéandra[ihga Sivacarya
Sri Jagadguru Murarilinga Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Amalalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Kamalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Trikamalinga Sivacarya

Srl Jagadguru Candalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Virabhadralinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Slvallnga Slvacarya

Sri Jagadguru Sivalinga Sivacarya
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311.
312.
313.
314.
315.
316.
317.
318.
319.
320.
321.
322.
323.

324.

Sr| Jagadguru Sitambaralinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Mahalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Nilakanthalinga Sivacarya
Srl Jagadguru Vasulinga Slvacarya

Srl Jagadguru Sitambaralinga Sivacarya
$r| Jagadguru Vaidyalinga Sivacarya

StT Jagadguru Kedaralinga Sivacarya

Srl Jagadguru Ganésalinga Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Visvalinga Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Nilakantalinga Slvacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Visvanathalinga Sivacarya
Sr| Jagadguru $antalinga Slvacarya

$i Jagadguru Siddhéévaralinga Sivacarya

81 Jagadguru Bhimasankaralinga Sivacarya
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Lineage of Srisaila Suryasirhhasana

Mallikarjuna Sivalinga in Sriaila is one among the
12 Jyotirlingas. The presence of Mallikarjuna Linga and
Bramararba makes the place a Kailasa. Parvata the son of
sage Silada did penance near the Mallikarjuna Linga. Siva
appeared before Parvata. Siva asked Parvata what he
wanted. Parvata requested Siva to give dharéan three
times a day from Mallikarjuna Linga. From that day on Siva
gave dharsan three times a day to Parvata. Mallikarjuna
Linga is also called Parvata Mallayya. )

Arjuna, the third son of Pandavas, worshiped Siva
with "Mallige (Jasmine) flowers". Siva was pleased for his
devotion and appeared before him. To make the flowers
and his devotee immortal, Siva took the name of (Mallika +
Arjuna) Mallikarjuna.

Candragupta got his brother Navananda killed.
Because of his action he lost his kingdom. Roaming he
came to Srisaila. His daughter Candravati did not get
married. She performed many vratas to free the sins of her
father. Learning the glory of the JyGtirlinga, she came to
Sriaila. She worshiped the Linga with the jasmine flowers.
Some give this reason for naming the Linga, Mallikarjuna
Linga.

Interesting Places in Srisaila

Apart from the temple, Sridaila is the place of Sri
Jagadguru Panditaradya Guru Pitha. He is one among the
five Af;éryas. Here there are many ancient Mathas. Among
them Silavanta Matha, Ghantakarna Matha, Saranga Matha,
Vibhiti Matha, Rudraksi Matha, Nandikésvara Matha,
Patasiddha Matha, Candragunda Matha, Kamari Matha and
others are thrivingwhile many Mathas are in bad shape.

Sri Sailarh Sikharésvaram
ganapatim srihatakésarh punah
Sarangésvarabindutirthamamalar
ghantarkasiddhesvaram |
Gangam $ri bhramarambikar
girisutamaramavirésvaram
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Sankharh ¢akravarahatirthamanisam

érisailanathar bhaje || )

This poem describes glory of Srisaila from ancient
times. Persons visiting Srisaila do not return without visiting
the following places - HatakeéSvara (Adakesvara),
Sikhar&svara, Ganapati, Pancadara, Palladhara,
Bhramaramba, Mallikarjuna, Jagadguru Panditaradya Pitha
and other places. Sages who said "Salvation is the death
in Kasi" . They said "Srlsalla sikhare drsté
punarjanma na vidyaté","Srisaila daréananmuktih".
It means die in Kasi for salvation. Free from the cycle of
birth just looking at the mountains of Sridaila. This indicates
the importance of this place.

Sudhkundakhya suksétre

Mallikarjunalingatah |

Jananam panditaryasya

Nivasah sri girau Siveé ||

Vrsagotradhinathasca

Sirhhasanapatisca yah |

Panditaradyasannama

Jagadgurutamasca sah ||

From the above vacana of Suprabhéda
Agamahtargata Panditaradya is from the Tatpurusa face of
Siva. He incarnated from Mallikarjuna Linga for teaching
religious philosophy . He established a Pitha at the Srisaila.
It is called Sdrya Simhasana. The head of the Pitha is of
Dhénukarna having Vrsabha lineage

Panditaradya took birth in all four yugas from
Mallikarjuna Linga. He was called Caturaksara Sivacarya in
Krta yuga; Caturvaktra Sivatarya in  Tréta-yuga;
Dhénukarna Sivacarya in Dvapara yuga and Panditaradya
Sivacarya in Kali yuga.

Dhénukarna Sivacarya of Dvapara yuga instructed
Sivadvaita (Virasaiva Philosophy) to Sage Sananda In Kali
yuga the name Sri Jagadguru Panditaradya Sivacarya
became famous.

This Pitha is an ancient one. It is established
through historical and mythical documents. In recent part of
Sankara Samhite in Skanda Purana of Vyasa in the part of
Sridaila, chapter 85 verses 92-94, say:
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Tasmin $ri parvate punyeé
Samsarabhayabhésaje |

Asté lingangasarhbandhi
Sadanandahvayo munih||

Sarvopanisadarthajiiah
Sivadhyanaparayanah |
Bhasmavaliptasarvango
Rudradhyayajapasrayal|

Rudraksamalabharano

Dhrtapasupatavratah |

Ativarnasrami yogih

Jivanmukto jagadguruh || )

Describes the existence of Sri  Jagadguru
Sadananda Mahasvamy. He was a mahima and a yogi. The
verses 112-116 explains his mahime as:

Ahiiya pingalarh sisyamidam

Vakyamabhasata |

Adya prabhrti sadho tvam

Tripundram bhasmana vahal|

Sarvangoddholanam nityar
Kuru dharmaparayanah |
Agnirityadibhir maiitraih
Srimatparmcaksaréna va||

Rudramantra japabhyasa
Paro bhava samahitah |
Yavajjivamidam dattam
Istalingarh samarcayal|

Karabja pithé vinyasya
Taddhyanasaktamanasah |
Lingangasangina vatsa
Punarjanma na vidyate ||

Yugapad jianasiddhih syat
Tato moksamavapnu yat |
Tasmattvar pranalinga
Angasarhbandhih bhava sarva da||
~ Sveta was a rich person. His son Pingala becomes
sick. Svéta hears the greatness of Jagadguru Sadananda
from devotee Harapriya. He goes to Srisaila with his son.
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Jagadguru Sadananda cures his illness with Padodaka and
Prasada. He performs dikse by giving Pingala with Istalinga,
Bhasma, Rudraksa and Mantra. He suggests he spend time
praying Siva.

This information in Skanda Purana indicate Sriaila
is one of the ancient Ksétra. On the North wall of
Mallikarjuna temple (Sivaji Tower) can see the five images
with "Danda and Kamandalas" (Arm stick and water pot)
with medians in front. This indicates, Panditaradya Pitha
Jagadguru invited the other four Jagadgurus (Rambhapuri,
Ujjayani, KEdara and Kasi) make a procession.

The carved memorial can be seen on the wall even
today. Ghanta Matha (Ghantakarna Matha) belongs to
Kédara Pitha. The idol of Ghantakarna is in the Matha. The
second is Nandi (Nandula) Matha. It belongs to Ujjayani
Pitha. The third is Rudraksi Matha. It belongs to Kasi Pitha.
The fourth is related to Saranga Rambhapuri Pitha. Vagisa
Panditaradya mentions the above facts in the book
"Visvadharmavada Virasaiva" page 5-8.

The Andra king Nanne Coladéva created scripture
"Kumara Sambhava" in Andra language (Telugu). He
offered it to Jangama Mallikarjuna. It clearly confirms the
knowledge of Jangama Mallikarjuna, mastery in yoga and
as the Jagadguru of Sriaila Simhasana Pitha. This scripture
was printed and published in 1909 by Ramakrisnakavi of
Rajamahéndra Nagara. .

Dasimayya of Mudaniru attained Sivaikya between
900 AD and 1140 AD. Cilaktri Narayana says the head of
the Sriaila Pitha instructed Sivadvaita to Dasimayya. This
suggests the glory of Srisaila Pitha prior to the 10t century.

From ancient time many Aéaryas of this Pitha have
preached Viraaiva religious philosophy in Andra Pradésa
and other parts. Some of the names of Aéaryas of this Pitha
after the first Panditaradya is give below: )

Sadananda Sivafarya, Mallikarjuna Sivacarya,
Gajakarna Slvacarya Sangama Slvacarya Rangustha
Slvacarya Avyaya Sivacarya, Pabhu Sivacarya, Gokarna
Sivacarya, Mancana Panditaradya, Sukésa Slvacarya
Mallikarjuna Sivacarya, Mallikarjuna Panditaradya Sivacarya,
Iévara Slvacarya Pattada Pramatesvara Slvacarya Siddha
Mallikarjuna Sivacarya, Trilinga Cakréévara Sivacarya.
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Among these Aéaryas, Panditaradya, Mancana
Panditaradya and Mallikarjuna Panditaradya were famous
pandits. In Andra they were called "Panditatraya".

Sripati Panditaradya

Sripati Panditaradya lived during 10™ and 11™
century. He wrote Saktivisistadvaita explanations to
Brahmasutra according to Viraéaiva Philosophy. They are
well known as Srikarabhasya. He wrote at Jemmidoddi
(Samivatika) of Bejavada town, Vijayavatika (presently
known as Andra Prad&sa).

Sripati Panditaradya tied fire in a silk clothe to a
Banian tree near the Bejavada MalléSvara temple to prove
devotees of Siva are better than sages. This is documented
on a stone tablet by the king Pallakéta. The same is also
indicated in Basava Purana in Sanskrit.

Itihasantaram vakse

Srnu rajan mahamate |

Sivabhakto mahayogi

Sriman sripanditah ||

Sastravadatikusalo
brahmananarm sabhantare|
Anantapalabhupala
Samaksam bhakti tatparah |

..~ —

NitvangaracCayarm param ||

Pattavastrantaré nyasya

Babandha sadrdhar param |

Sripati Panditaradya with his mystic showed the
greatness of Siva devotees. Basavanna reported it to King
Bijjala.

Basava Purana by Palkurike Somanatha mentions
the greatness of Sripati, Panditaradya. Mallikarjuna Pandit
wrote Telugu scripture "Sivatattva Saramu" describing many
glories of Sripati Panditaradya. This suggests Sripati
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Panditaradya lived before Basavanna, Palkurike Somanatha
and Mallikarjuna Pandit.

Mallikarjuna Panditaradya

Mallikarjuna Panditaradya is well known in Andra
Pradésh. He is a native of Andra Pradé$a. He wrote
"Sivatattva Saramu" in Telugu. Apart from this he has
written Gana Sahasra Namavali, Lingodbava,
Dévagaddamu, Rudramahime, Amaré$varastaka and
Parvata Varnamu. This is mentioned by Gurudéva
Sivacarya, Navilugunda.

Palkurike Somanatha, in 1195 wrote "Mallikarjuna

Panditaradya” history book in the language of Andra
(Telugu).  The poet Gururaja wrote "Sri Mallikarjuna
Panditaradya Caritarn" in Sanskrit.. Nilakanta Sivacarya
wrote the history of Mallikarjuna Pandit in Kannada.
A The Sanskrit book Mallikarjuna Panditaradya
Caritarh, verse 40, mentions Mallikarjuna Panditaradya
Caritarm was the son of Bhimana Pandit and Gowrambadévi.
Bhimana Pandit was the head priest for Bhimesvara Linga
at Draksarama Ksétra.

Prataparudra belonged to the lineage of Ourangal
Ganapathy. In 1300 he took over the Srlsalla kingdom.
Iévara Sivacarya was the head of the Sridaila Pitha. He
became his pupil and donated 70 villages. He gave the
head of the Pitha the responsibility for the daily worship of
Mallikarjuna with all formalities. There is a stone tablet
about this in Srisaila Pitha. This has been explained in detail
by Krisnasastry, Archaeology Department. Gurudéva
Sivacarya has printed in the history hand outs.

The 17% century copper tablet of Penagonda
Puravaradhisvara  Kaaksipala  suggests  Jagadguru
Pramathé&svaradévaru of Srisaila Siirya Sirhhasana Pitha was
very influential.

Till 1791, some of the heads of the Pitha were
famous for teaching Siva philosophy to the kings of
Kadamba, Vijayanagara and others. During the period
1793-94 the Pitha suffered due to the invasion of Muslim
rulers. The head of the Pitha to save the religion moved to
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Kanil, Atmakira and Guntakal establishing Mathas. Even
today they are under the administration of Srisaila Pitha.

Among the lineage of this Pitha, Siddhabiksavrtti
Sivaéarya was known for his worship of Siva.
Nagalttibiksavrtti Sivacarya became the head of this Pitha.
He is the son of Sannavirabhadrayya and SannaraCamma of
Isagyalu village, Nandikdta Talug, Karndl district. He was
the head of this Pitha for 32 years. He traveled in Andra,
Karnataka and Maharastra. During his time the Pitha found
its glory days. He participated in the Pancacarya conference
held in the year 1918 at Kasi.

Because of poor health, on July 7, 1940, at the
Guntakal Matha, Nagalttibiksavrtti Slvacarya in the
presence of the head of Ujjayani Pitha, Jagadguru
Siddhésvara Sivacarya, chose Vagisa Sivacarya of Mudeéndru
Brhanmatha as the head of Srlsalla Pitha. He was named Sri
Jagadguru Vagiéa Panditaradya Sivacarya. Nagalitibiksavrtti
Sivacarya attained Lingaikya on Wednesday July 31, 1940
(Vikra Sarhvathsara, Asada, Wednesday the 12t).

Vagisa Panditaradya

Vagisa Panditaradya is from Mudéntru village,
Ranibennur Talug, Darwad district. Basayya and Rudramma
were his parents. He was born in Kilaka Samvathsara, Jésta
masa, Krsna paksa, Trayodasi Friday the June 26, 1908,
afternoon 14 ghalige 24 Pada. His birth was in the star
Rohini 2" part, he was named "Vagisa" At age 8, he
received diksé from Pancaksara Sivacarya, the head of the
Rambhapuri Pitha, at Yadiyur Ksétra.

Vagisa studied Kannada and Sanskrit in Banavara,
Badagi, Bhagilakote, Athani and other places. He went to
Kasi for higher studies with the encouragement of
Kasinathasastry. He stayed at Viévaradya Gurukula of
Jhanapitha. In 1927 with financial assistance he attended
Tikamani Sanskrit school and Sarada Sanskrit school for
higher studies. In spite of many obstacles during his
student years he completed examinations "Kavyatirta"”, then
"Sahityacarya" and "Védantacarya". With the help of
students he started "Kasi Virasaiva Vidvat Sanga" in
Jangamavadi Matha. It published Mahanarayanopanisat,
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Siddhanta Sikhamani, Saktiviéistadvaita Darpana,
Mrcchakatika, Mudraraksasa and other Sanskrit books in
Kannada.

During his student days, 1936, he marched with
Mahatma Gandhi in the Salt March against the British
Government. For six years he served in Sévadala bringing
him closer to many influential persons.

On July 7, 1940, Sri Jagadguru Vagisa Panditaradya
Sivacarya. became the head of Srigaila Pitha. On Sivaratri,
February 22, 1941 Sridaila had grand festivities with the
procession of the Jagadguru. He organized Sridaila Viraéaiva
Conference. Even today both the festivities and the
conference are held on Sivaratri day.

Vagisa Panditaradya traveled extensively in
Karnataka, Maharastra and Andra Pradéa preaching the
Virasaiva Philosophy. For the benefit of the travelers, with
great efforts and with the help of the government, highway
was constructed to Sriaila in 1956. He constructed
boarding and lodging houses at Guntakal and Atmakdr for
the benefit of travelers.

On his Invitation the President of India, Rajéndra
Prasad visited Srisaila. He introduced the greatness of the
place in Hindi to the President. He Persuaded the
Committee of Srisaila  to request the President for
constructing a dam at Patala Gange to produce Electricity
which was approved by the President. His effort made the
entire Andra Pradé$a to enjoy light from electricity.
President Sarvapally Radakrisnan visited the Srisaila Pitha
and received blessing from the Jagadguru.

He reconstructed the Pitha of Jagadguru
Panditaradya located next to the resting place of Jagadguru
Jangama Mallikarjuna. They are situated between the
temples of Srisaila Mallikarjuna and Bhramaramba. This was
possible by generous financial help from devotees in
Bangalore.

In 1961, the temple commissioner argued that
there is no Pitha of Panditaradya. In 1967 the Government
of Andra, in the court of Karndl District agreed the
existence of Panditaradya Pitha and the resting place of Sri
Jangama Mallikarjuna and Srigaila Sidrya Sirhhasana
Panditaradya Sivacarya as the temple administrator. It was
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agreed "Padakanike" belongs to the Sriaila Jagadguru. This
is in OS. No 61/64; O.S.N. 24/67. )

To help devotees visiting Srisaila, he has
constructed "Sri Jagadguru Vagisa Panditaradya Nitya
Mandira" and "Sriaila Jagadguru Yatra Nivasa". He is well
versed with many languages, Sastras, and also is a poet. In
several places he has started schools. He started in
Guntakal, Jagadguru Panditaradya Higher Secondary
School, in Santebenndru, Sivamogga district, Sri Vagisa
Panditaradya High School, In Siralakoppa, Pancamatha
Hostel, in Harihara, Visévadharama Vidyapitha and Vagisa
Panditaradya college.

During the Silver Jubli celebration held at Guntakal
in 1965, performed Pancacarya gathering. Later brought
language harmony through literary conference among
Karnataka, Maharastra and Andra Pradésa.

In 1981 golden Jubilee celebration was held at Sridaila. At
that time Umapatidévaru, Basavana Bagévadi, Bijapur
district was named Sri 1008 Jagadguru Umapati
Panditaradya Sivacarya. During this occasion the head of
Rambhapuri, Kasi and Ujjayani were present.

Vagisa Panditaradya believed in equality. He tried
hard to unite debating Guru-Virakta arguments. He believed
n:

Basava philosophic devotion be the light|

Vitara Sunya philosophy

With equality Ibe the light]]|.

Jangama lineage be the light|

Devotees lineage be the light|

Without darkness of

Hate and jealousy be the light ||

Let us hope this brings equality among people Let
us hope darkness due to hate and jealousy get replace by
the light equality. )

Vagisa Panditaradya was the head of Srisaila Pitha
for forty-six years. He attained Lihgaikya on Monday the
September 9, 1986. He was eighty-eight years old. As per
his wishes, his resting place is at Pancacarya Mandir,
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Davanagere. At this place Syamaniiru Savitramma Kallappa
marriage hall, Pancacarya worship hall, Bhramaramba
school, a well named Patala Ganga are being built. These
makes the place replica of Srisaila. Also a temple is in the
process of construction at the resting place with the
generous support of Subhadramma wife of Martandappa
and their children.

The head of the Pitha is Jagadguru Umapati
Panditaradya Sivacarya. There is no doubt the head of this
Pitha will undertake more social and religious works.
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Lineage of Sriéaila Suryasimhasana

(There are many Jagadguru in Sridaila Pitha. Only
the available names are included here from the book
Virasaivada Panca Pitha Pararhpare by H. H. Candrasekhara
Slvacarya Svamiji, Pancacarya Electric Press, Mysore, 1988)

At the beginning of Krtayuga:

81 Jagadguru Caturaksara Svacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Trétayuga:

81 Jagadguru Caturvaktra Svacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Dvaparayuga:

Sri Jagadguru Dénukarna Svacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Kaliyuga:

St Jagadguru Panditaradya Sivacarya Bhagavatpadaru

Sti Jagadguru Sadananda Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Mallikarjuna Sivacarya 940AD
Sr| Jagadguru Sankara S|vacarya
Sr| Jagadguru Sri Panditaradya Sivacarya 1060AD

Sr| Jagadguru Ganakarna Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Sangama S|vacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Trirangustha Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Avyaya Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Kalyanapandita Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Umadhava S|vacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Prabhuti Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Gokarna Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Mancanapanditaradya Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Surésa Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Mallikarjuna Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru MaIIlkarJuna Panditaradya Sivacarya 1195AD
Sr| Jagadguru I$vara Sivacarya 1300AD
Sr| Jagadguru Pattadapramatesvara Slvacarya 1700AD
Sr| Jagadguru Siddhamallikarjuna Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru TrilingaCakrésvara Sivacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Siddhabiksavrtti Slvacarya

Sr| Jagadguru Nagalutibiksavrtti Slvacarya 1908-1940
Sr| Jagadguru Vagisapanditaradya Slvacarya 1940-1986
St Jagadguru Umapatipanditaradya Sivacarya 1981-

Sri Jagadguru Cennasiddarama Panditharadya Sivacarya
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Lineage of Kasi Jianasimhasana

In India, Kasi is well known for pilgrims. "Kasyatée
prakasyate iti kasi". Kasi has its own qualities. There are
numerous devotees who cannot afford to travel to Kasi.
They can say "Kasi, Kasi, Kasi' three times with devotion in
their own place. It is the belief they receive the benefit of
traveling to Kasi.

People of all faith, all languages and many regions
of India live permanently in K3si. To see people of different
regions of India need only to visit Kasi. Even many foreign
visitors first come to Kasi.

In K3$i, there are 300 Mathas belonging to different
faiths and more than 1500 temples. According to the
census, there is a monk for every 240 people. Many of
them are devotees of Siva. Among all the Mathas in Kasi,
Jangamavadi Matha is the oldest. Vaidyanatha Saraswati, in
a Hindi daily news paper dated November 26, 1986 wrote

the following:
"Kasimé jitaneé bhi jivita mathahai unameé
sabase pracCina hai virasaivonka

jangamavadimatha, jisaki sthapana chathi

éathabdime huyimani jati hai| Inameé

sarvadhika sankhya una mathonki hai jinaki

sthapana 1801 se 1968 ke bica huyi hai|".

The meaning is: Among all the Mathas in Kasi,
Virasaiva Jangamavadi Matha was established before 6th
century. Other religious Mathas in Kasi established between
1801 and 1968.

After visiting the temple Visvanatha, devotees visit
Jangamavadi Matha to view the Pitha. Many thousands of
people visit Matha on Sivaratri day.

Incarnation of Visvaradya

Viévaradya incarnated on Sivaratri day. He established the
Kasi Pitha. As per the wishes of Siva, Visvaradya, one
among the Pancacaryas, incarnated to establish Virasaiva
philosophy on earth. The following verse are from
Svayambhuva Agama and  Suprabhddha  Agama
respectively.
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Kasyar visvésalingacca
Vséaradyasya sambhavah |
Sthanarh $ri kasikaksetre
Srunu parvati sadaram||

Skandagotradhinathasca

Mahasimhasanagranih |

Visvaradya iti khato

Jagadguriittamasca sah||

As per the Agamas.lViévérédya having a body
incarnated from Jyotirlinga Sri Visvanatha Sivalinga on
Sivaratri day. Svayarmbhuva Agama further says:

Ete yugacatuske tu Pancaradhya yathavidhi

Mama lingamukhodbiita lokavisrutakirtayah||

From the face of I$ana of Siva, Jagadguru
Viévaradya in each yuga has appeared on earth. He is
called Pantaksara Svadarya in Krta yuga, Pancavaktra
Svacarya in Tréta-yuga, Visvakarna Svacarya in Dvapara
yuga and Viévaradya Sivacarya in Kali yuga.

Viévakarna Svacarya, the head of Kasi Pitha in
Dvapara yuga taught Virasaiva philosophy to sage Darvasa.
The place where Visvakarna Svacarya taught is known as
"Jhana Pitha or Jangamavadi Matha". In Kasi Khanda it is
called "Harikésa Nandanavana". Many sages have
performed penance at this place and they have installed
Linga before passing away. Many visitors to this place also
have installed Lingas in memory of their elders.
Jangamavadi Matha appears more like a place of Linga to
those visitors. )

Visvaradya Sivacarya took birth in Kali yuga from
the Visvanatha Jyotirlinga. He performed many miracles
and taught Virasaiva philosophy through out North India for
1100 years. He gave the authority of the Pitha to his pupil
Mallikarjuna. He attained Lingaikya in Kasi Visvanatha
Jydotirlinga.

Jagadguru Mallikarjuna Sivaéarya

After Visvaradya, his pupil Mallikarjuna became the
head of Kasi Pitha. The Pitha lineage indicate he was the
head of this Pitha before 2040 BC. He was the head of the
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Pitha for 311 years from the power of Sivaydga. He attained
Lingaikya through Nirvikalpa Samadhi (buried alive).
Because of this he is called "Gadisvamy". His samadhi in
Jangamavadi Matha is worshiped as "Kartrgaddige".

Mallikarjuna Sivacarya was a great person. Those
becoming head of this Pitha after him all 75 took
Mallikarjuna as their name. In the lineage of this Pitha their
names are mentioned as Mallikarjuna Sivacarya.

Historical Documents

Kasi Janngamavadi Matha not only has mythical and
historical documents. The most important historical gift
document is from Jayananda. It is the oldest document that
exists about Jangamavadi Matha.

The 51st head of this Pitha, Jagadguru Mallikarjuna
Sivacarya (Mallikarjuna Jangama) was head of this Pitha for
125 years from 553AD to 674AD. The king of Kasi,
Jayanandadéva made documents gifting lands to
Mallikarjuna Sivacarya on Vikrama sarhvathsara 931
(574AD) Prabhodhini Ekadasi (Kartika Sddha Ekadasi). This
document is more than 1500 years old. The document is
written in Hindi as follows:

Sri Ganésayanamah
] Pata Sahi
Sri Visvésvara

Svasti Sri Maharajadhiraja Sr| Sri Sri Maharaja Jainandadéva
Kasi Narééa adésati Sri Sri $ri Visvaradya Simhasanakamha
gosahi Mallikarjuna Jangamakamha bhumidinha
Kardamé&svara Mahadéva gangajiké madya goucaranavana
madyé Slvaprltlne désika pramana purva pasCima parag 800
uttara daksina paraga 800 ehi bhimimaha jé kibhu
utpanyahOpa ésabha gosahi Mallikarjuna sarmpradaya sada
sarvada bhoga kara hi &hi bhUmipara j€é mandadrstiné
dekhéga so dhokha uravéga

Svadattam paradattam

Va yo haret prthivimimam |

Sasti varsasahasrani

Vistayam jayate krmih||
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Aditya ¢andravanilosnalaksa |
Dyaurbhumirapo hrdayar yamasca
Ahasca ratriééa ubhé ¢a sandyé
Dharmasca janati narasya vrttam||

Dhanapalanayormadhyeé
Danacchreyosnupalanam |
Danatsargamavapnoti
Palanadadbhutar padam||

Svadattaddvigunam punyar

Paradattanupalanam|

Padattapaharena svadattam

Nisphalrm bhavet||

Miti Kartika sudi dévotthana ekadasi sarmvat 631. ...
631 me Jainandadéva Kasi naré€Sané josanada diya tha
usaka avikala pratilipi hai yaha hamané dekhaliya usake
purana honéké vajahasé yaha tamra patpara likhagaya
sarmvat 1982 mih Asadha badi 8||

Prabhunarayana Sirmhah
_ Kasirajah

Seeking the blessing of Siva from the head of
Vjévérédya Matha Simhasana Mallikarjuna Jangama Gosayi
(Sivayogi) the vast land from Kardamésvara temple to the
bank of river Ganga where cows roam is gifted seeking the
blessing of Siva. The use of the crop that grows in this area
is under the administration of the head of Matha
Mallikarjuna Jangama and to their successors. Any one
occupying this land definitely experience destruction.

The document was written on paper. The paper
was in bad condition. Sri Prabhunarayana Simha Kasiraja,
belong to the same lineage, Vikrama Sarhvat 1982
(1908AD) Asada Suddha Astami, this document is rewritten
on copper plate. It was given to the Matha for safe keeping.
( I have some doubts about these dates Vikrama Sarhvat
1982 (1908AD)).

Kasi Hindu University was established in 1916 at
the place donated by the king of Kasi. There is a small
village called "Jangamapura" behind the University. Also
there are two graves belonging to the head of the Matha.
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People worship the place of the graves saying they are the
"Graves of Jangamababa". )

Jagadguru Virabhadra Sivacarya became the 80t
head of this Pitha in 1879. He worked hard to improve the
Pitha for twelve years. Before he was the head off Bodana
Matha in Andra Pradééa. To improve he started a
Visvaradya Bank in the Matha. The bank received deposits
from people. The bank even gave interest on the deposit.
In time the bank became famous. The Matha arranged food
for the visitors and also to the local poor. For students who
came to Kasi for studies the Matha arranged boarding and
lodging. )

Jagadguru Virabhadra Sivacarya attained Lingaikya

on August 18™, 1891 at the age of forty-eight. His pupil
Rajeésvara was chosen as the 81 head of the Pitha as per
the will of Jagadguru Virabhadra Sivacarya. He belonged to
"Rajamahéndra" Matha in Andra Pradé$a. He came to Kasi
for studies. He was chosen to head the Pitha by the people
for his generosity and other qualities. The people called him
"Jangamaraja".
] The motivation of Jagadguru  Rajesvara,
Sivakumara Miéra Sastry wrote explanation to the Virasaiva
scripture "Lingadharana Candrika" in Sanskrit. It contributed
to the greatness of Virasaiva Vaidika Philosophy. It was
published in 1905 from the Pitha.

Jagadguru Rajésvara was rewarding generously the
pandits from the Visvaradya Bank. While he was returning
from visiting Mysore, he brought 200 students from
Karnataka, Maharastra and Andra Pradésa to study Sanskrit
at Kasi. He made arrangements for their boarding and
lodging. The money deposited in the bank was spent for
charity. He was the head of Pitha for thirteen years. He
attained Lingaikya on July 31, 1907. He was 80 years old.

Sivalinga Svamy was from Maharastra. He was one
of his favorite pupil who was caring the Pitha. He was
chosen as the 82 head of the Pitha as per the will. On
March 23, 1918, he invited the heads of the other four
Pithas. In memory of this he started "Visvaradya Gurukula"
in the Matha itself.

Jagadguru Sivalinga Svamy was the head of the
Pitha for twenty-five years. He tried very hard to rectify the
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bank business. Yet he could not fix the problem. The
financial situation of the bank was not publicized. So the
bank continued to operate. On 1853 Magha Suddha Dvadasi
February 19, 1932, his pupil Pancaksara Sivacarya of
Hirematha, Tasagav, Sangli district was selected as the
head of the Pitha. He is the 83 head of Visvaradya
Simhasana Pitha. On 1853 Phalguna Krsna 30, Tuesday the
April 5, 1932 Jagadguru Sivalinga Svamy attained Lingaikya.

The bank deteriorated after Pancaksara Sivacarya
became the head of the Pitha. Finally the bank became
bankrupt. The depositors went to Benaras Sub Judge Court
seeking payment by selling the property of the Matha.
Pancaksara Sivacarya informed the Court it cannot sell the
gifted property. Jangamavadi Matha has a long history.
Many Hindu and Muslim kings donated lands with
documents. He approached the Court on Novemberl2,
1932 to reimburse the depositors with the income the
Matha derives. He submitted the Court all the gifted
documents. Among them the document given by the king
Jayanandadéva in year 524 was the oldest.

Babu Vindyavasi Prasad was the Court Sub Judge
After examining all the documents he gave the judgment in
favor of the Matha by upholding its historical evidences.

Some argued that Jayanandadéva was not the king

of Kasi in the year 574. How can he give a gift? The court
did not agree that argument and wrote the following:
"True, history shows that about the 5th century the Raja of
Kanauj had obtained mastery over Benaras, but there is
nothing to show that the Raja of Benaras was deprived of
all his powers. What appears to have happened was that
Raja of Kanauj became the suzerain power. But the Raja of
Kasi continued under him. He continues unto this day.

The defendants' contentions as regards this
document therefore fails. I hold that Ex. 1 is a genuine
document and Ex 2 is its copy on copper plate. True about
the copper plate theory, there is the evidence of the pontiff
only, but it stands un-rebutted and although the defendants
had ample opportunity to prove that is was not genuine, yet
they did not summon any one from Benaras State to
establish it. The presumption is in favor of genuineness."
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Vijaya Vajra Vilasa by Gandadhara Bhatta, an
ancient history book indicate the people of Kasi considered
Jayanandadéva as a person of God. He father Anantadéva.
Jayanandadéva had a son Govindadéva. He was brave hero
(2/5-6). Vyomakeséa, a writer from Allahabad, in the
monthly magazine Navanita, published in Hindi by Barati
Vidyabhavana, Bombay (Varsa 33, Anka 5, May 1984, page
106-107) says "Jangamavadimatha Kasi mé suraksita
caudaha sau varsapurana sasanadésa". This appeared
at the right time giving evidence that Jayanandadéva was
the king of Mandalika, Kasi. From this it is evident Kasi
Jangamavadi Matha established prior to 6th century and is
the oldest.

There are land grant documents from 1530 to 1668
from Humayidn, Akbar, Jahangir, Sajahan, Ourangazéb and
Mahamad Sa. In all there are 17 land grant documents. The
land gifted in these documents cover 300 to 480 bigha. One
bigha is 3 acres. The Mogul kings gifted 1440 acres of lands
to Jangamavadi Matha. Among this land 480 acres is in
Kasi. The rest is in Cunara (Virjapura district), Allahabad
and Gaya.

During that period there were more Jangama
monks in Cunara (Virjapura district), Allahabad and Gaya.
They were great vairagis. They were pupil of the head of
Jangamavadi Matha. The Mogul kings were with the
impression to pass new laws with the grace of Jangamas.
There are many documents in the Matha with new laws that
indicates their belief.

Benaras Gazette page 123 reports the head of the
Jangamavadi Matha traveled in air (not by plane) to their
Sakha Mathas located at Nepal, Allahabad, Gaya and other
places. It says:

"The Mahants are credited with power of
performing miracles and it was through the display of this
power in the shape of a journey through the air to Nepal
and elsewhere before Aurangazeb that matha building was
preserved".

It is said - Ourangazéb was cruel and hated Hindus.
He destroyed the Viévanatha temple. He then went to
Jangamavadi Matha. At the gate of the Matha he saw a
dark broad idol with red eyes that stopped him and went
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towards him to swallow him. Afraid Ourangazéb submitted
by giving land as gift to the Matha with documents. In that
his experience is documented with his signature. The
document is in the Matha.

Land grant documents to the Matha was given
during the 71 through 77 heads of the Matha. All the
documents were presented to the Bemires District Court in
Allahabad. All of them were examined by the court in 1932
for their authenticity. The court accepted their authenticity.

There is a Sakha Matha at Bhaktapur (Bhatagarva),
Nepal. There also it is called Jangam Matha. The King of
Nepal, Viévamalla gifted lands to the 51st head of the Pitha
Jagadguru Mallikarjuna Sivacarya. The gift was given on
Vikram Samvathsara 692, Jésta Suddha Astami (Year 618).
It is imprinted on stone. It exists in the Nepal Matha. In the
Matha the Jangamas are viraktas but they are gruhastas.
They all have Janngama as their family names. Govindahari
Jangama's sons Bharatamani Jangama, Puskaramani
Jangama and other are living there. They visit Kasi often for
dikse, Lingadharane and other religious performances.

Jangamavadi Matha at Sisoriya extension of Gaya
was under the Pitha till 1932. The Pitha lost it because no
one belonging to this Pitha lived there. But the Matha
Daraganja extension, Allahabad is under this Pitha. It has
ample facilities for travelers to stay. A Jangama is appointed
to perform worship and other functions.

Kasi Pitha, so far had 84 heads. The 79" head of
this Pitha Harisvara ($iddhalinga) Sivacarya was the head
between 1825 to 1879 or for 54 years.

Krsnaraja Odeyar, the king of Mysore invited
Hariévara Sivacarya and requested to provide prasada to 12
Mahégsvaras daily. He promised to send 600 Rs every year
on his Birth day. On July 10, 1846 the king gave a copper
tablet indicating his wishes. The Matha received the funds
till it got united.

_ All the heads of this Pitha are well educated and
were Sivayogis. The 84th head of this Pitha was Jagadguru
Mallikarjuna ~ Sivacarya alias Jagadguru  Virabhadra
Sivacarya. He was well educated and was highly respected
among the scholars.
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Virabhadra Sivacarya was born  to
Nagabhiisanasastry and Samalarmmbha, Vira Ghoti Cidire
Matha, Nalagonda, Andra Pradé$a. It is near Kolanupaka,
the place of Jagadguru Rénukaraya's incarnation. His father
Nagabhisanasastry was well versed in Vaidika, Astrology,
Ayurvéda, and others.

Sivalenkayya, Pranalingayya, Gangadharayya and
others of Cidire Matha were known in their own way. At the
age of 45, Nagabhusanasastry had his son. He was named
Virabhadrayya. )

Virabhadrayya alias Virabhadra Sarma got his
primary education in his village Nalagonda. By the age of
thirteen he studied unto 9™ grade Telugu. Because of
difficulties faced by the family, he became a primary school
teacher for a year.

Virabhadra Sarma was not happy with his
education. He went to Hydrabad and studied Sanskrit and
Urdu. After studing for one year. He went to Niradagumbha
for higher Sanskrit studies. He joined Siddalingasvamy
Sanskrit school. He did not know the Kannada language. He
studied hard for six months resulted in learning both
Kannada and Sanskrit well. Interested in higher studies he
went to the Sanskrit School located in Narayanapet.
Staying there for three years he became proficient in
Pancakavya, Laghukaumudi, Sanskrit drama, Mathematics,
Astrology and other subjects.

Santavirasvami of Gurumatha conducted Nijam
province Virasaiva conference at Itagi. The conference was
presided by the High Court lawyer Bapurao D&Smukh.
Virabhadra Sarma became the favored speaker of the
conference by addressing eloquently. Haradekar Manjappa
and Mrtyunjayasvamy, the head of Murugha Matha, Darwad
were very much pleased. He was given 80 Rs honorarium
as a token of appreciation.

Lawyer Bapurao Désmukh was very much pleased
with the presentation and oratory of Virabhadra. He
announced to the conference that he will pay all
educational expenses of Virabhadra. Virabhadra was happy
to hear the words of the lawyer Bapurao D&Smukh.

There was some discussion and disturbance at
Vaidyanatha Ksétra. There was some argument whether
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Virasaivas has the right for the V&da. Virabhadra went there
and learnt the greatness of studying Védas. He went to Kasi
to study Védas. He stayed in the JAiana Pitha. After three
years of study he completed the "Véda Tirtha" examination
in 1930 securing first rank. The examination was conducted
by the Bengal Sanskrit Association, Calcutta. After
completing the examination, he came to Parali Ksetra. He
performed Rudra Abhiééka to Vaidyanatha. Thus he proved
Virasaivas has the authority for Védas.

Indian culture is the oldest. Scholars believe Indian
culture is beneficial to the world. This culture is in Veda,
Agama, Purana, Upanisat, Sankhya, Yoga, _Mimarhsa,
Nyaya, Vais$ésika, Jyotisya, Vyakarana and other Sastras. To
safeguard the culture it is necessary to guard the above
Sastras. Knowing this, Virabhadra stayed in Kasi for ten
years. During these years of his efforts resulted in
successfully completing "Kavya Tirtha examination in 1931,
Smrti Tirtha in 1934 and Dar$ana Tirtha in 1935. None of
the Southern Indian scholars have completed this many
Tirthas till today. In addition, Virabhadra completed
"Sahityavisarada" and  "Dharmacarya"  examination
conducted by Mathuravajra Mandala. Virabhadra was well
versed in Véda, VEdanta and other Sastras.

Sanskrit Sahitya Samaja of Kasi is the oldest
organization. Each year it organizes annual celebration. As
part of the celebration it selects a scholar and gives a
certificate of award. On March 2, 1935, it held its 10th
anniversary celebration. Mukundaja was the Presiding
guest. On that Virabhadra was chosen. He was honored by
awarding the title "Vidyaratna". This is one of the proudest
days for Virasaivas. The head of the Kasi Pitha, Jfiana
Simhasanadhisvara 1008 Jagadguru Pancaksara Sivacarya
honored him awarding the title "Vidyanidhi".

Virabhadra was a bright and intelligent person. He
had mastery in Sanskrit, Kannada, Hindi, Telugu, Marathi,
Prakrta, Pali languages. He had some knowledge of Urdu,
Bengali, Tamil and English.

Virabhadra wrote many books. They are
Lingadharana Siddhanta, Sanskrit Vajfinamaya PariCaya,
Malavikagni Mitra Drama, Virasaiva  Vivahavidhi,
Lingadharanavidhi, Rgvédanuvada (Prathamastaka),
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Sivapancastava, Rénukavijaya Purana and others books in
Telugu; Andra Virasaivaru, Mimarnsa Paribhasa, Tarka
Sangraha and others in Kannada; Kasi Pithace PraCinatva
and others in Marathi. They are the proof Virabhadra was a
master of several languages.

He wrote several books to curb bad traditional
habits. Samaja ka Agnikunda"”, "Lagna Ya Bhagna",
"Varasulka Vyaghra", "Rupayankaripa" and other short
stories promoting to curb bad habits in the society. They
are useful to the Samaja even today.

Ha gave many speeches and also published many
articles. He himself collected them and they are available at
the Library of Jangamavadi Matha. Also available are his
radio speeches made at Mysore Akasavani.

Virabhadra not only a master of several languages,
he was also had mastered about 40 ancient Indian scripts.
While traveling in Gadavala, Uttar Prade$ researching for
ancient documents, he came across a pillar with
inscriptions. He read them and published the explanation in
Hindi paper "Puratatvanka". He was praised by many
historical scholars. Even the Royal Asiatic Society praised
him. Till 1933 the writings on the pillar was not explained to
every one satisfaction.

Virabhadra wrote an article on "Vijayadityana
Ammanagi Tamrasasana" (Copper tablet of Ammanagi of
Vijayaditya). Rao Bahuddur Gowriéankara Hiracanda Ojha,
famous historian, in his congratulatory book published on
1937 (Vikram Samvathsara 1991) in Prayaga. It gave new
light to the history of India.

The book "Kalikala PariCaya" is very helpful to
historians. This book starting form the beginning of Kali
yuga till 1986 he introduces the time line. Also he has given
direction to continue the future time line.

His collection of stone and copper tablets and other
ancient documents and artifacts are beneficial for the
historians.

Virabhadra was in Kasi for 10 years for his studies.
In 1934 he started an organization "Kasi Virasaiva Vidvat
Sanga". Through this organization students were
encouraged to write articles and to be good public speakers

83



in Sanskrit, Hindi and other languages. This organization
still exists performing many useful works.

"Ksanasah kanasasCaiva vidyamarthanca
sadayeéet". As per this verse Virabhadra without wasting
time studied hard for ten years. During that time he gained
a wealth of knowledge. To share that knowledge he was
invited to Sollapura, Dar$anala, Barsi, Pandarapura and
other places where Virasaiva meetings were held. For his
services he was recognized by many scholars with awards.
He was invited by Cennavira Sivacarya of Brhanmatha,
Hotagi to many village meetings to share his knowledge
about Virasaiva philosophy.

Yadagiri Sankara Sanskrit College Committee was
very much impressed by the knowledge possessed by
Virabhadra Sarma. In 1935 the committee appointed
Virabhadra as the Principal of the college. Virabhadra was
very much interested in education. He accepted the job. He
stayed there for a year. He resigned the job because of
internal quibbles. He returned to Sikandrabad.

Teaching Sanskrit at the college gave the name
Virabhadra Sastry. He left teaching at the College but
teaching did not leave him. He wanted to start an
independent school to teach Sanskrit. He left Yadagiri to
Sikandrabad. He met one of his pupil Mathake Nagayya. To
fulfill the desire of his Guru he donated a house worth
25,000 Rs. On September 1936, Virabhadra Sastry started
Virasaiva Gurukula at that place. He himself taught the
students. He arranged boarding and lodging facilities for the
students attending the school.

Virabhadra was very much interested in research.
He collected many historic documents and copies of
documents. He started a library at 4265 Sajan Lala Street.
It was named "Saivabharati Bhavana". It hosed printed and
hand written documents in Sanskrit, Hindi, Marathi, English,
Tamil, Urdu, Bengali languages. It was one of the best
library in the Nijam province.

Virabhadra learnt the usefulness of paper than
books to spread the Virasaiva philosophy to many house
holds. He started "Vibhuti" paper in Telugu. It helped to
spread his knowledge through out Andra Pradésa.
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Virabhadra was gifted. He had the title "Balyakavi".
In Sanskrit, Hindi, Telugu, and Kannada languages, he had
the gift to compose poems. Many occasions he has come up
with orderly poems.

Virabhadra and his work was known to the 83 head
of JAana Sirmhasana 1008 Pancaksara Sivacarya. On April
20, 1944, he wrote a will naming Virabhadra to become the
head of the Pitha. On April 26, the head of Kasi Pitha
attained Lingaikya.

On Wednesday, September 27, 1944, afternoon of
Vijayadasami day Virabhadra was made the 84" head of the
Kasi Pitha. The head of Rarhbhapuri Matha, Jagadguru
Sivananda Rajéndra Sivacarya was present on this occasion.

Within a few days after becoming the head of Kasi
Pitha, Virabhadra constructed a library building "JAana
Mandir". It was opened on March 2, 1946. He transferred
the contents of "Saiva Bharati Bhavana" he started at
Sikandrabad. Today, the Kasi library has more then 10,000
printed books and many thousand documents written on
"Talegari Leaves". This has been one of the best library of
ancient documents in Kasi. The Oriental Research Library in
Mysore made copies of many documents for their use.

Virabhadra through the library in Jangamavadi
Matha have published religious books in different
languages. He wanted to prepare "Virasaiva Visvakosa in
Sanskrit. Before completing many things of the Pitha, he
attained Lingaikya on January 25, 1948 (Pusya Caturdasi).
Though he was the head of the Pitha only for four years, he
accomplished many memorable things.

Virabhadra made a will on January 7, 1948. He
chose Jayaguru Sivacarya, the head of Kyasanir Matha,
Sivamogga Talug to succeed him. As per his will, on
Monday the November 14, 1948 (Shalivahana Saka 1870
Sarvadhari sarmvathsara, Kartika , Traydodasi morning 9.43
to 9.57 in Dhanur lagna Simhams$a) Jayaguru became the
85™ head of the Kasi Pitha in the presence of the head of
Ujjayani Pitha Siddhésvara Sivacarya and the head of
Rarnbhapuri Pitha Vira Gangadhara Réjé,ﬁdra Sivacarya. He
was named 1008 Jagadguru Visvésvara Sivacarya.

Jayaguru was born on March 20, 1917 to
Hirémathada Paramé&$varayya and Rudramma, Masiruy,

85



Hirekariru Talug, Darwad District. He had his primary
education at Rattihalli, Kadenandihalli and at Sn
Madvirasaiva weekly Sanskrit Pathasale (School). He went
to Kasi for higher studies. In Kasi, he studied law from
Sivadatta Misra at Government Sanskrit Maha Vidyalaya. He
also studied literature from Taracarana Battacarya at
Tikamani Sanskrit Vidyalaya.

At the age of 39 he became the head of Kasi Pitha
worked enthusiastically to improve the status of the Pitha
even at the age of 69. After he became the head of the
Pitha the income from thousands of houses in twelve towns
during 1951 and 1956 were lost. This loss was due to the
new laws by the Government. In addition there was
pressure to pay previously existed loan of lacks of Rupees
all at the same time. Jagadguru Visve$vara Sivacarya did
not lose faith. With the grace of previous heads and the
generosity of devotees made the Pitha free from all loans.

As the head of the Pitha for 38 years Jagadguru
Viéveésvara Sivacarya took care of the Pitha. To improve the
financial situation, he constructed Visvaradya Market.
Students coming to study Sanskrit and other subjects and
the visitors to Kasi are provided with lodging and boarding
from the rent received from the market.

Jagadguru Viévésvara Sivacarya traveled
extensively in the 26 districts of Maharastra for the
awareness of Virasaiva philosophy. He started "Visvaradya
Boarding House" in Pune, and in Mangalavédhe for the
benefit of students. Both are under Kasi Jangamavadi
Matha. He collected funds in support of Virasaiva hostels in
Nagapur and Ourangabad.

One of the greatest achievements of Jagadguru
Visvésvara Sivacarya was the start of Sakti Visista Védanta
division at Kasi Samptrnananda Sanskrit University. This
University taught many different religious philosophy for
200 years. But it was not teaching Sakti Visista Védanta
philosophy of Virasaivas. This gap was filled by Jagadguru
Visvéévara Sivacarya. Candrasékharasarma of the
University Védanta Division helped to a great extent.

Sakti Viista Veédanta Division started in 1983. at
the Sampdrnananda Sanskrit University. In the Sakti Visista
Védanta Division, Candrasékhara Sivacarya himself teaches
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both Sastry (under graduate, B.A.) and Alarya (Post
graduate, M.A). He is instrumental in providing financial
aids to students by contacting various organization both in
Karnataka and Maharastra. )

Jagadguru Viévéévara Sivacarya giving more
interest about publishing religious books. The Pitha
published Sakti Visistadvaitha text books used at the under
graduate and post graduate levels. The Pitha plans to
publish many ancient Sanskrit books.

This Pitha from ancient times spread knowledge
without regard to caste and religion. It provided both
boarding and lodging facilities for those coming in search of
knowledge. Among those studied here many became heads
of this Pitha, Niranjanamurties, Sivananda, Sastry and
Siddharida ways. Kasi Virasaiva Vidvat Sanga plans to
publish a document about Great Lineage of Kasi Pitha (Kasi
Pithada Bhavya Parampare).
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Lineage of Kasi Jianasimhasana

(There are many Jagadgurus in Kasi Pitha. The
names are included here from the book Viréaiva,da Panca
Pitha Parampare by H. H. Chandrashekhara Sivacarya.

A=n—

Svamiji, Pancacarya Electric Press, Mysore, 1988)

At the beginning of Krtayuga:

Sr Jagadguru Pancaksara Svacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Trétayuga:

Sri Jagadguru Pancavaktra Svacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Dvaparayuga:

Sri Jagadguru Visvakarna Svacarya Bhagavatpadaru.
At the beginning of Kaliyuga:

Sri Jagadguru Visvaradya Sivacarya Bhagavatpadaru

(Note: The head of this Pitha are all named Mallikarjuna
$ivééérya. They are addressed Sri Jagadguru Mallikarjuna
Sivacarya. Their names are mentioned when available)

. Mallikarjuna Sivacarya (Gadiswamy) 2001-1690 BC

. 1690 - 1576BC 3. 1576 - 1501BC 4 1501 - 1400BC
. 1400 - 1275BC 6. 1275 - 1195BC 7 1195 - 1131BC
.1131-1076BC 9 1076 - 1019BC 10 1019 - 956BC
11 956- 881BC 12 881 - 847BC 13 847- 802BC
14 802- 765BC 15 765- 699BC 16 699 - 668BC
17 668 - 643BC 18 643 - 626BC 19 626 - 611BC
20 611- 590BC 21 590- 513BC 22 513- 478BC
23 478 - 438BC 24 438- 393BC 25 393- 342BC
26 342- 314BC 27 314- 300BC 28 300- 233BC
29 233- 214BC 30 214- 190BC 31 190 - 168BC
32 168- 116BC 33 116- 78BC 34 78- 36BC
35 36- 7BC 36 7- G5AD 37 5- G59AD
38 59- 81AD 39 81- 105AD 40 105- 131AD
41 131- 155AD 42 155- 214AD 43 214- 228AD
44 228- 285AD 45 285- 354AD 46 354 - 417AD
47 417 - 438AD 48 438 - 449AD 49 449 - 521AD
50 521 - 553AD 50 553 - 674AD 52 674 - 759AD
53 759 - 793AD 54 793 - 829AD 55 829 - 882AD
56 882 - 940AD 57 940 - 996AD 58 996 - 1009AD
59 1009 - 1057AD 60 1057 -1103AD 61 1103 -1122AD

COUT N =
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62 1122 - 1187AD
65 1275 - 1347AD
68 1429 - 1442AD
71 1527 - 1547AD
74 1631 - 1639AD
77 1710 - 1750AD

78 1750 - 1825AD
79 1825 - 1879AD
80 1879 - 1891AD
81 1891 - 1907AD
82 1907 - 1932AD
83 1932 - 1944AD
84 1944 - 1948AD
85 1948 -

63 1187 - 1201AD
66 1347 - 1356AD
69 1442 - 1460AD
72 1547 - 1583AD
751639 - 1663AD

64 1201 - 1275AD
67 1356 - 1429AD
70 1460 - 1527AD
73 1583 - 1631AD
76 1663 - 1710AD

(Alias Sivalinga Sivacarya)
(Alias Haresvara Sivacarya)
(Alias Virabhadra Sivacarya)
(Alias Rajésvara Sivacarya)
(Alias Sivalinga Sivacarya)
(Alias Pancaksara Sivacarya)
(Alias Virabhadra Sivacarya)
(Alias Visvesvara Sivacarya)

From Vijayavani 20200118 News Paper

(Alias Chandraéekara Sivacarya)

89



Originator of Virasaiva religion

In the Virasaiva religious documents - Sivagamas
namely Kamikagama to Vatulagama say Siva himself taught
Virasaiva philosophy to his wife Parvati. Rudra taught the
philosophy to Brahma. Since they taught the philosophy in
the heaven they are not considered as the originators of
this religion. )

Siddhanta Sikamani 3/70-71 has the following:

Madadvaitapararm $astram

Veédavedantasammatam |

Sthapayisyasi bhuloke

Sarveésam hitakarakam||

Mama pratapamatular

Madbhaktamsca visésatah |

Prakasaya mahibhagée

Veédamarganusaratahl||

Sivadvaita philosophy that I have taught is
complete in all respect. Establish this philosophy on earth
for the benefit of humans. On earth show them Siva
devotees are higher than Siva. As per the desire of Siva,
Rénuka and other Panéa A&aryas taught this Siva
philosophy on earth. Rénukacarya taught the philosophy to
sage Agastya. It is compiled by Sivacara Sivaydgi as
Siddhanta Sikhamani. It is also called as Reénuka Gite.
Viradaivas agree that Panfa Aéaryas are the originator of
Virasaivism on earth.

The head of the Panca Pitha are selected from
Viramahésvara (Jangama) families. They practice celibacy
through out their life. Once selected they are given the title
of "Jagadguru". The five Pancacara Mathas are located in
Balehonnur, Ujjyani, Srisaila, Kasi (Varanasi) and
Kedaranath. These five Mathas have established many
Mathas in many parts of the country. They provide
religious, economical, educational and other services to the
communities.
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