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Preface

Mr. H. Gangadharan, a noted lawyer
and former member of the Legislative
Assembly, Karnataka asked me to translate Sri
Madésvara Caritre written by Padmasri Doctor
B. Sivamurti Sastri. Withot saying say yes or
no, I took the job thinking that some divine
force will assist.

After returning to Edison, USA, I have
been encouraged constantly by some divine
power to complete the translation of the book.
It took about a month for complete thw work.

I thank Mr. John Robertson for helping
to edit this book. Thanks are due to Mr.
Tontadarya, former Member of Legislative
Council, Dr. Kamalakumari and Mrs. Sindu
Suresh for their assistance and
encouragements. Thanks to Mr. G. R
ParamésSvarappa, President, Sarana Sahitya
PariSat, Mysore Chapter and His brother Mr.
Go. Ru. Channabasappa, President, All India
Sarana Sahitya Parisat for their support in
printing and introducing this book to the
public.

I also thank my wife Rathna Bale and
my children Siddesh and Asha for their
support.

September 28, 2012 Guru S. Bale



Scheme of Transliteration

Vowels
Kannada CDEFGHIAIEJK L
English AAII U URREFTEai

Kannada M N O CA CB

English O O av am ah
Consonants

Kannada PA. R UA WA Y
English Ka Kha Ga Gha Na
Kannada ZAA tzl\ d gAhA k _
English C Ch Ja Jha Na
Kannada | oA gA gqgsA t
English Ta Tha Da Dha Na
Kannada VA xA zZA zsA fA
English Ta Tha Da Dha Na
Kannada ¥A ¥sA § “sA 2AA
English Pa Pha Ba Bha Ma

Kannada AiAA gA © 2A *A pA A °A %A

PAé

English Ya Ra La Va Sa Sa Sa Ha LaKSa



Prarthana Pancakam

Sioka ||

Kanda ||

Bhal| Sal

Namo nirmaya namnété
Madeésvara maha guro |
Vyaghra vahana sarmprita
Bhaktimukti pradayaka

Karnatakavasudhanatham
JayaCama mahipatim |
Satya $anti samartidham
PayanmadesSvarassada

Sri Madésvara bhavahara
Somésvarariipa $arana sankuladipa
Bhimipa jayatamarajendram

GI mahiyol subhamanitu

Pore dayeyindam

Daraniyolu parisobisuttiha |
Sarasa Karnatakhya désado |
Liruva pavanaksétravaha
Madésa bettadolu ||
Durita sankulava nivaripa
Sarnajana tinthiniya poreyuva |
Biruda dharisutirpa
Guruve 'jayanrupana’ poreye

Sangatya|| Maleya Madesane ileya palisuvane |

Neladolu malebelegalanittu ||
Saluhu Karnatka neledanma nenesihal|
Celuva Mysore bhamindranam ||

- B. Sivamurtiéastri



Incarnation of Madesvara

Kept land on ocean not melting

Kept the sky without pillars

My God, without you

Is it possible for other Gods, Ramanatha?
- Sri Devara Dasimayya

This world is an amazing museum. The
land is surrounded by the ocean glitters. In the
sky, sun and moon shine give support to
people living on the land. The land has
mountains, hills, rivers, falls, forests and other
amazing scenes. On top, the blue sky appears
without any pillars. In the sky, the stars appear
as if they are laughing at the miniscule life of
the people. In the middle of the stars, a warm
sun and cool moon excite the people
performing their tasks at appointed time. Their
ascent and descent interest the people. Wind
supports life on land breeze freely at will.

The rivers, full of waters travel to their
final destination and join in the ocean. The
fruit trees provide flowers and fruits to
humans, animals and birds. As a friend who
helps, the air with his three characteristics
(pleasant, furious and in-between) always
travels, making people happy. The koel bird
with its melodious singing makes people
happy. The bees collect honey, travel from
flower to flower, from plant to plant, inspiring



poets. The ocean waves, without resting
makes noises. Waterfall like the people without
any support falls down. Humans are not able
to understand the creator of this beautiful
world. Scholars say, Knowledge is to learn
oneself and ignorance is to forget oneself.
People have not learned who gave beauty to
peacock, brightness to precious gems and
fragrance to flowers. This is the reason
Sivasaranas of the 12th century said:
'‘Learning makes Sarana and forgetting
makes a human' (Aridade Sarana,
maredade manava).

This amazing world has huge animals
like elephants, small animals like ants, tall
mountains like Himalaya and small heaps and
humps. In the same forest both mango tree
with its sweet fruit and neem tree with its
bitter fruit grow. Though both crow and koel
birds have the same color their voice are
completely different. There are shakes make
milk poisonous. Even after drinking waste
water cows give nectar of milk. The huge
banyan tree has small fruit but the vine that
spreads on the ground gives huge pumpkins.
Ocean surrounds the earth yet it cannot give a
glass of water to drink. But the coconut tree
that grows near the ocean gives sweet tasty
coconut water to drink. There are people with
the knowledge of the creator of this amazing
world. Flea near the cow's udder does not
know the taste of milk. The frog near the lotus
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flower does not know the taste of nectar.
Similarly, there are ignorant people without the
knowledge of the creator in which they live.

Man is the most precious and intelligent
among all the animals in the world. But he is
precious in what way? This needs to be
established. Elephant, lion, tiger, water buffalo
and other animals are stronger than humans.
Humans cannot outrun horses, are not be
stronger than lions, cannot out perform an
elephant and are not be trust worthy like a
dog. This way, humans cannot stand ahead of
animals. From the point of value, he is not
ahead of animals. The skin of a tiger, the tusk
of an elephant, the claws of tiger fetch more
money than the human body

Basavanna says:

Hunter if brings a rabbit,

It is bought for a price.

For the body of the ruler

None pays even a beetle nut

Life of human is harder than a rabbit
Kiddala Sangamadeva.

Basavanna feels sorry for the human
body. Knowing the short comings of this world,
the one who learns about himself and makes
others to have the knowledge of learning
oneself is a true saint. )

In Bhagavad-Gita Sri Krisna addresses
to Arjuna as follows:
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"Yadayadahi dharmasya glanirbhavati bharata |
Abhuttanamadharmasya tadatmanam srujamya ham ||
Paritrariaya sadhianam vinasayaca duskratam |
Dharmasamstapanarthaya sambhavami yugé yugé ||

("When righteousness declines and
immorality grows then to uphold the righteous
I take birth. To punish the bad and to protect
the good I take birth in each of the yugas".
These words of Sri Krisna are truly appropriate
for the past, current and future.)

In Teétrayuga, Rama was born in
Bharata (current India) to uphold the declining
righteousness. He demonstrated devotion to
father, mother and righteous characters for
women, truth, justice, and taught other
qualities through actions. In Dwaparayuga, as
Sri Krisna destroyed the sinners and protected
the righteous ones. He also gave the righteous
path through Gite. Later in Kaliyuga, Buddha
through his life of disassociation (Vairagya)
and through his religious teachings made clear
the shortcomings of the world. Renukacarya
taught equality between Dwaithadwaitha
philosophy and the knowledge of Karma.
Sankaracarya taught the Adwaitha philosophy,
and Basavésvara exemplified devotional path
to salvation through his action and teaching.
Recently Gandhi lighted the flame of freedom
and love towards the world. All of them have
shown the path how a man becomes divine.
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God has shed light in many ways to
uphold the righteousness in Bharata. Also, He
took birth in other parts of the world. Born in
Greece, Socrates upheld the truth, took birth
as Jesus in Palestine and gave his life to take
away the sins of others. Born as Muhammad
in the Arabian Desert, he unified the Arabs and
as Confucius in China taught compassion
towards animals. These are the ways God
taking birth in this world has brought harmony.
For this reason Gite says:

" Yadyadvibhitimatsatvam srimadarjitameé vava
Tattaddévavagacrutvam mamatéjomsa sambhavam”
11-41

(Krisna says - Whichever is precious and
valuable it is from part of His glow.)

The spirit of God had taken birth both in
the world and in Bharata to bring about
equality and to uphold the righteousness. In
the land of Kannadigas too, He has taken birth
in numerous forms to instruct and to open the
eyes of those in the clutches of Maya or
illusion. The birth of the great soul is like the
sun that chases away the greatest darkness,
destroys the bad and establishes the righteous
things.

Who is the creator of these amazing
things? What is the meaning of the nature that
we see? Though from the point of value and
strength man is weaker than animals how he
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became the most precious? How to learn
oneself to become divine? The one who knows
these is a saint (Mahatma). Those who
receive their grace are the blessed ones. Truly
they are the one who make the life of humans
to follow the way towards salvation.

Sri Madésvara is one such saint. There
is no doubt that he is the soul of Parasiva. It
took birth as Sri Madésvara to uphold the
righteous among the people. He is capable of
blessing as well as punishing people for their
acts. )

In Virasaiva literature Sri Madesvara is
referred as Nirmaya Ganésvara. The
Kannada meaning of Nirmaya is Mada. In the
word Mada, 'Ma' refers to Maye (illusion) and
'da’ refers to destruction. ISvara means the
one who has achieved equality with Siva
through his tapas (Meditation). Those who
have achieved equality with Siva are referred
by Virasaivas by adding I$vara to their names.
For example: Basavé$vara, Cennabasavésvara,
Siddaramésvara, Siddalingésvara,  Sarana-
basavésvara Revanasiddésvara, Arula-
siddésvara and others.
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Lineage of Guru

There is difference
Between Hara and Guru
Guru shows Hara, Hara
Can show Guru? Sarvajfia.

Sri Mad&évara belongs to the greatest
lineage of Gurus. The lineage is pure, bright
and without any blemishes.

Basavanna established Anubhava
mantapa in Kalyana for the benefit of the
world. The chair of the President in the
Anubhava mantapa is called Sunya pitha.
Virasaiva literature refers 'Stnya’ to Siva and
'pitha’ to a place of teaching. Sinya pitha
refers to a place of Siva teachings. Sri
Madéévara was the sixth president of Siinya
pitha. He was given the name Sri Jagadguru
Nirmaya Ganés$vara. This is mentioned on page
16th of Niranjana Vams$a Ratnakara. His Guru
is Adi Ganéévara. Guru of Adi Gané&$vara is
Anadi Gananatha. Guru of Anadi Gananatha is
Siddarameésvara. Guru of SiddarameéSvara is
Cennabasavé$vara. His Guru is Allama
Prabhudévaru. This is mentioned in Niranjana
Vaméa Ratnakara. It is also in Sidd&svara
Vaana by Sri Tontada Sidda-lingésvara. It
says the pupil of Anadi Ganéévara is Adi
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Ganéévara; the pupil of Adi Gané$vara is
Nirmaya Ganésvara.

ViraSaiva Puranas say the Guru of
Allama Prabhu is Animisayya. He is the pupil of
Nandikésvara. The place of Nandikésvara is
Pattadakallu (Bijapur District) near the banks
of the river Malaprabha. From the above there
is no doubt that Sri Madésvara belonged to the
greatest Guru lineage.

Allama Prabhu received salvation in the
Kadalivana of Srisaila. Cennabasavé$vara
received salvation at Ulavi, Karwar District,
Siddaramésvara received salvation at Sollapura
and Animisayya at Animisayya Koppalu,
Shivamogga District. These places have
become places of pilgrimage. The Guru of S
Madé&svara is Sri Adi Gandévara. He received
aikya (salvation) at Prabhulinga mountain near
Kollegala. Based on the Niranjana Vams$a
Ratnakara, the lineage of the pupils follows
that of their bright Guru's. In the history this is
most interesting and amazing.

At the Siddaganga Mountain, Thumkur
District we find the aikya place of Sri Gosala
Siddésvara. Yadiyur, Thumkur District is the
place of salvation for Sri Siddalingésvara and
Gubbi, Thumkur District is the place of
salvation for Sri Gosala Cennabasavésvara.
Daily worship takes place and each year
thousands of people gather to celebrate their
birth.
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In Karnataka these places are called as
the Sarana Aikya places, where Saranas
worshiped their Linga and performed tapas.
These suggest that Sri Madésvara had a great
lineage of Guru and lineage of Pupils. Gold is
obtained only from good earth; rice is grown
only in water and pearl is grown only in shell.
Similarly great people take birth among true
families. The lineage of Sri Madéévara is the
greatest among both Guru's and Pupil's.

The earliest Guru's Nandikésvara and
Animisa dévaru of Sri Madesvara are both
saints in Sivagama ways. Pattadakallu, their
place was well known center for religious,
cultural and literatures. This was the center for
the Badami Calukyas dynasty. The famous
Aihole is near by. Later, Kalyana became the
center for religion. Then Prabhulingana betta,
after Madésvara betta became religious
centers. Later it moved to Arapanahalli.

Prabhudévaru, Cennabasavanna, Sidda-
ramésvara and others shined in the devotional
light of Basavanna at Kalyana. Vacanas written
by Prabhudévaru and his followers have unique
position in the history of Kannada language.
The vacanas are known as 'UpaniSats in
Kannada and in Sivagamas. Sri Madésvara was
born in this great lineage. Among his pupils, Sri
Tontada Siddalingésvara, Svatantra
Siddalingésvara, Gummalapurada
Siddalingayati and others were born and made
this land a land of pilgrimage. They taught the
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philosophy of Siva. The birth of Sri Madéévara
in the lineage of Prabhudéva is like the shining
gem in the center of a pearl necklace and is
like the sun in the center of the nine planets.
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Sri Madésvarahill Ksétra

On the banks of the river
Kaveéri in Kannada land |
Near the Ponnaci mountains ||
The great Nadumale |
How to explain it ||
-Gurusidda Kavi

Ksétra refers to a place. In Bharata
consider traveling to Ksétra, especially for
places of pilgrimage is considered sacred.
Some of the famous pilgrimage places in
Bharata are: Kasi, Kailasa, Ramé&svara, Pamp3,
Gokarna, Srisaila, Kanci, Badarkasrama,
Kédara, Gaya and others. Visiting these places
is considered sacred. Similarly in Karnataka
people consider places where Sivayogi's
performed tapas as sacred and worthy of
pilgrimage. Some of these places are: Ulavi,
Sonnalige, Kalburgi, Yediydru, Kotttru, Gubbi,
Prabhulingana betta, Siddara betta,
Siddaganga, Kaggere, Kuppuru, Gaddige,
Sambulingana betta, Revana Siddésvara betta,
Médéévara betta and other places where
Sivayogis performed tapas. They are all
considered sacred.

The greatness of these places is in the
belief of the people. In Kaggere, the place
where Sri. Siddalingésvara performed tapas
people does not die even if snake bites. In
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Revana Siddésvara betta demons does not
come near. In Siddagiri near Kollapura non-
vegitarian people do not live. On the
Prabhudéva's gaddige (place of Aikya or
salvation) flies do not come near the sugar. In
Kalyana, on front of Nuliya Candayya's cave
the leaves of the neem tree are sweet. In
Yadiyur devotees request are fulfilled. In
Svatantra Siddalingésvara's place families
cannot live. In Kalburgi near
Saranabasavésvara there is a child for a
thousand. In Madésvara's place husband and
wife cannot have marital relations, free from
cruelty to animals, and cannot desire for things
leading to sins. These are seen even today.
There is a power to the time so is a power to
the place. The poet Raghavanka says 'Banda
kalagunavo ninta né€lada gunavd'. It means the
time of arrival or the characteristics of the
place. The first verse of Bhagavad-Gita
explains the significance of kSétra saying
'Dharmaksétra Kuruksétra'.

For a long time the places of
pilgrimages have guarded the sanctity of the
place. Devotees visiting those places
experiences peace of mind. The worship and
other activities at these places bring out
divinity for the visitors. As such they do posses
certain mystic atmosphere. They may not be
visible but definitely experienced by one and
all.

The place of Sri Madé&évara is one such
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place. Thousands of people both from
Karnataka and from Tamilnadu visit this place
each year and obtain peace of mind. This place
is situated in the forest of Eastern Mountain
ranges. The natural beauty of this place brings
much happiness to the people who visit this
area. The beauty of this place has instigated
poets, artists and yogis. It has brought much
needed peace to the mind.

The place of Sri Madésvara is located in
the middle of the Eastern Ghats (mountain
ranges) situated in the south of Karnataka
State. It is in Kollegala Talug of the
Chamarajanagar District. For several centuries
this place has preserved the sanctity of the
place. To the east of Kollegala through
Maduvanalli, Singanalltru, Kamagere, Hanru,
Ajjipura, Ramapura, Kavdalli there is a way to
the hills. To reach the base of the hill called
Tala betta one needs to travel ahead of
Kavdalli for nine miles through the forest. From
there one needs to climb the hill. Traveling for
six miles in the path climbing and descending
seven hills to reach the temple located at the
Nadumale. From Tala betta, one can also
travel the 11 miles by a vehicle or a bus to
reach the temple.

There are two ways to reach the
temple. They are called the Basava (bull) way
and the Serpa (snake) way. The Serpa way is
steep and the passage is difficult for travel.
This is the way a serpent traveled to serve Sri
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Madésvara. Basava way is easier to travel.
This is the path of Basava traveled to serve Sri
Madesvara.

People traveling from Tamilnadu pass
through Salam, Metturu, Kolatturu,
Kavéripuram, Palar enters the Eastern Ghats.
From there they walk about 11 miles to reach
the temple. Now a day the path has been
converted for motor traffic. The place is about
39 to 40 miles wide in the middle of nature. It
is the place where Sri Madésvara performed his
tapas. This place attracts millions of devotees
each year.

Nearby to the temple there is a village
called Devarahalli. There live the priests
belonging to the Tammadi group. They all
follow Linga religion. Villages Annévala,
Kombudikki, Kokkuvara, Tokare, Doddane,
Hal€urina Marballi, Kaduru, Sulluvadi, Bidaralli,
Erasikere, Kiranahola, Tolasikere, Indiganatta,
Nagamale, Padisatta, Kondanuru surround this
place. In these villages there are priests and
followers of Sri Madésvara. They speak
Kannada and Tamil. They follow the Linga
religion. ]

Jatre takes place on Sivaratri, Yugadi,
Dipavali and Navami days. Devotees in large
numbers from Mysore region, Nilagiri,
Coimabtore and Salar districts visit this place.

The temple is surrounded by beautiful
halls called mantapas. There are 24 ankanas
(demarked area) East-West and 18 ankanas
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South-North. The temple faces West with the
pinnacle in the South. To the North is a door
called Alammbadi Basavésvara dwara. Inside
the temple there is an ankana called
Garbhagudi with the idol for worship. There is
an ankana for Sukhanasi, mukhamantapa with
9 ankanas and Navaranga Mantapa with 25
ankanas. In front of Sri Madésvara, there is a
structure consists of one ankana. It is called
Basavésvaragudi. According to a tablet, it was
built by Guruvasetty son of Honna Malagasetty
of Belakavadi in Yuva samvatsara (year), Pusya
masa (month), bahula bidige. But it is difficult
to say which 'yuva' samvatsara. There is an
idol of Virabhadra. This is the reason during
the jatre time people prepare a pit with fire to
walk and step on it. The idol of Virabhadra
indicates historically the place belongs to
Virasaivas. The time of Sri Madésvara is about
the 14th century. He was the sixth President of
Stunya chair. This is documented in the
Virasaiva literatures.

This place also consists of Saluru matha,
place of Sésannodeya, Antaragange, Nagamale
and other places of importance. Saliru matha
was established by Sanganna a pupil of S
Madésvara who traveled with him to this place.

The temple performs procession of
Madesvara idol kept on an idol of a Tiger, a
Vrusaba (Bull) and also kept in a Rudraksi
Mantapa. The first two chariots; tiger and
vrusaba are made of silver. The rudraksi
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mantapa was donated by the then ruler
Mummadi Krisnaraja Odeyar. The new chariots
were donated by the king Nalvadi Krisnaraja
Odeyar in 1935. The chariot gets decorated by
cloth draperies made by the Tanjavur artist.
During festive occasion many people come to
see the decorated Madésvara chariots.

In 1838, Mummadi Krisnaraja Odeyar
donated gold coverings to the temple. During
the same time the ladies donated silver
ornaments. Nalvadi Krisnaraja Odeyar in 1852
donated Vibhati tatanka, Sarpakundala, Gange
alankara and others decorated with precious
stones. Navab Hydaralikhan while
administering in Srirangapattana presented a
copper tablet on Saka 1698 Durmukhinama
samvatsara. The Government of East India
gave a certificate to the priest on October 31,
1812.

Sri Madésvara was a great Sivayogi
belonging to the lineage of Allama Prabhu. He
was also the sixth President of the Sunya Pitha
(Chair). Poet Gurusidda of Minya wrote about
Madésvara in Madésvara Sangatya in 1750.
Niranjana Vams$a Ratnakara also mentions
about this place. The Guru lineage of Suttur
also gives some information about this great
person. The tablet of Hydaralikhan and the
certificate by the East India Company also
shed light about this great person. There
existed a book explaining the greatness of this
place. Unfortunately it is not available.
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For the convenience of the travelers the
Government and the Temple administrators
built roads so devotees can travel in motor
vehicles to the temple. The road was opened
by the Maharaja of Mysore on February 18th,
1953. The road has been converted to a tar
(asphalt) road. There are many books written
on palm leaves scattered in the houses of
Tammadiga's and also in Saltru matha. )

In many respect the place of Sr
Madesvara is similar to that of the place of
Mallikarjuna in Srisaila. This is the opinion of
those visiting both places.

Nagamale is located seven miles from
the temple. This place is worth visiting because
it is the place of tapas by Sri Madésvara. In
this region there are wild elephants. It is safer
to travel between 9 in morning and 5 in
evening. There is no danger to those traveling
in a vehicle. Every day, there are buses travel
to and from the temple to Mysore, Varuna, T.
Narasipura, Muguru, Kollegala, Handaru,
Ramapura and Kavdalli. The maharaja of
Mysore constructed a 'Chatra' for devotee to
stay while visiting the temple. It was opened
for the public use on December 4, 1953 by the
mother of Maharaja Kempuceluvajammanni.
The temple administrators have built chatras
for the use of devotees.

Sri Madésvara spent his younger days at
Prabhusvamy betta located next to Kuntdr. It is
eight miles from Kollegala. It has the aikya
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place of Adi Gananatha. It was built by
Santamallikarjuna Svamy. At the foot of the hill
there is a place where Sri Madésvara kneeled.
There is Guru-Pupil relation between
Prabhusvamy and Madésvara hills. There is
relation between the Saluru matha situated in
Madésvara place and to the Simhasana matha
located in Prabhusvamy betta. Niranjana
Vaméa Ratnakara says the aikya place in
Prabhusvamy hill is of Adigana and the Aikya
place in Madesvara hill is of Nirmaya
Ganésvara. Both of them occupied the Stnya
Chair. Sri Madésvara Sangatya explains several
works of mystics. Near the Prabhusvamy hill
there is Sambhulinga hill where Sri Nijaguna
Sivayogi stayed in a cave. These places are
worth visiting.

‘There is another hill named Madésvara
near Sri Revanasiddesvara hills, Bangalore
District. Here also Sri Madé&svara performed
tapas. In Mysore, Mandya, Bangalore, Salam,
Nilagiri and Coimabtore have temples of Sri
Madésvara. At Suttir Virasimhasana matha has
Madesvara Gaddige. This matha also contains
the hand stone mill used by Sri Madésvara to
thrash the grain Ragi. )

Niranjana GanéSvara, pupil of S
Madésvara traveled to Nilagiri, Coimabtore,
Sélarm and other parts to preach the religion.
His time spent as a child at Suttir matha has
been described in detail. This is the reason
Nilagiri and Coimabtore regions have
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Madesvara temples. Also, the people of this
region named as Madayya in large numbers.
Sri Madésvara's influence is seen in the
southern part of Karnataka and in the northern
region of Tamil Nadu.
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Childhood of Nirmaya

Misuni todavenisi bahuvesarudaledante bha |
Visi nodalabhavanakhilarendenipa gana |
Visaravellakke Saranembe ||

Elders say do not to seek the origin of
rivers, mantras and saints. Advantages of
medicine are more important to people than its
origin or how it formulated? Who grew it? This
kind of information is not essential to the sick.
Similar is with regard to great persons.
Information about their birth and childhood is
not as important as their teachings. Birth and
childhood information may not be available or
hidden most of the time.

In the history of the world information
about great persons is usually incomplete.
Bible says that Mary, wife of Joseph the father
of Jesus, was pregnant before marriage. Later
a divine voice cleared his doubts. Similarly, in
Mahabharata, Kunty obtained children from the
power of mantras. Mahabharata says that
Karna was born from the Sun God even before
Kunty was married.

Ramayana says, Site was born when her
father Janaka performed yajfia. Mahabharata
says Dravpadi was born in the fire and Parvati,
wife of Siva, was born in the Himalayas.
Scripture mentions Agastya took birth in a pot,
Narasimha in a pillar, S Renuka and other
Aéaryas from stavara (fixed) lingas.

28



Siddalingéévara purana says Sri Tontada
Siddalingésvara descended to earth from sky.
These great persons were all born of Ayonija
(born not from the womb).

Some scientists do not agree with
ayonija births. They argue that the rules of
nature do not change. Basavanna in one of his

vaCana questions saying - 'Karnadolage
huttidavarunté?' meaning - Is anyone born
from ears? Akkamahadevi says

'Sangadindallade dehavagadu' meaning -
cannot have body without union. From these
Sivasaranas did not agree with ayonija births.
In the history of Savitri, Yama, the lord of
death, gave boon to Savitri to have children.
Then he had to give up her husband
Satyavanta. The meaning of this is that Savitri
cannot have children without her husband.

Our scriptures advocate both Ayonija
and Yonija births. Even the history of
Madesvara also belongs to the same category.

In this orderly world human birth and
death also follow the natural laws. Yet we
cannot ignore the argument for ayonija births.
When the information about the birth of great
persons is not available to devotees and to
writers, they take refuge under their pavadas
(miracles). Eating honey is more important
than questioning where from honey came?
This is the reason elders suggest not to seek
the origin of rivers, mantras and Saints.
Arguing does not give fruit.
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) We do not know about the birth place of
Sr1 Madésvara or his parents. But the book
Suttlr Guru Pararpare (Page 71, Poem 21)
mentions that Sri Mallikarjuna himself in the
form of a Jangama appeared to the people at
the Srisaila Pathala Gange.

Parasivana paramamsamundai |
Taruta balaka rupinindava |
Tarisi madesvarana namadi nindudartiyali ||

(Part of Parasiva in the form of a child
with the name Madéva stood)

It mentions Madésvara had a discussion
there. Later his presence was in Suttir matha.
Suttlr is located on the banks of the river
Kapila. Sri Madéévara is seen with Sri
Siddananjadesika, the head of Sri Suttdr
Virasimhasana matha. While staying at the
matha, S Madésvara performed some
miracles. He cured the sick cattle. He studied
Sastras. He was instructed the Virasaiva
philosophy -Astavarna, Pancacara, Satsthala
Siddanta.

Suttur matha was well known as a
cultural and religious center during the time of
Sr1 Siddananjadesika Svamy,. Dasoha at the
matha brought fame in the country. Probably
listening to the fame of Suttir matha at Srisaila
made Sri Madesvara to come to Suttdr.

Sri Madésvara stayed in Suttlr for
several years. As per the tradition of the matha
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one day Sri Madé$vara gets the turn for
trashing ragi for dasoha. When Sri Madésvara
touches the stone mill, it began to trash ragi as
if it was propelled by an electric motor. People
were astonished seeing the stone mill turned
and the information reached S
Siddananjadésika Svamy. Svamy after seeing
personally decided Sri Madésvara is a gifted
person. He embraces him with lots of love. His
eyes fill with water from over joy. Then he
addresses Sri Madésvara as follows:

Sri  Siddananjadésika Svamy:
Mégléévara, you came here as per the wishes
of Srisaila Mallikarjuna. I have learnt that you
are on this earth for a reason (Karana Purusa).
The world knows you better from the miracles
that you perform. Your presence in this matha
made it virtuous. Now I have seen the most
precious thing.

Sri Madesvara: O Guru, how can you
praise a child like this? What will happen if fruit
is cut before ripening? All this is due to your
blessing.

Sri  Siddananjadésika Svamy:
Madésvara, your humble character is really
praise worthy. Basavé$vara says - 'Enaginta
kiriyarilla ~ Sivabhaktariginta hiriyarilla® (None
lower than me and none above Siva disciples).
By saying the above does he not show the
way? )

Sri Madesvara: Sri Mallikarjuna made
me to come here. Here I have learnt Virasaiva
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philosophy. Daily discourses about Siva and
lectures made me to experience Siva. They
have given me religious information. From your
teachings I have been blessed. The dasoha
inspires me to serve people. I have been
blessed seeing you.

Sri  Siddananjadésika Svamy:
Madésvara, there is lot of work ahead for you.
Prabhusvamy hill is located near by. There
Niranjanamarty Adi Gananatha is waiting for
your arrival. You will receive higher status with
his blessings. Many people are waiting for your
arrival. From now on, we are unable to receive
your service. Let your blessing always be upon
us. Remembering your name erases the bonds
of bhava (illusions) to your devotees.

Sri Madesvara: I will follow your
orders. He bows his head and becomes silent.

Monday the next morning the Suttur
matha was decorated. The whole town is
excited, the sound of drums and pipes every
where. Sri Madesvara is ready to start his
journey to Prabhulinga betta. Sr
Siddananjadé$ika Svamy appears like Sri
Jagadguru Reénukaradya and child Sn
Madésvara appears like Kumarasvamy as if he
just came from Kailasa. The people are
shouting 'Ughé&' 'Ughé'. Sri Madésvara was
given a final farewell by the Suttur Svamy and
the people. He traveled to Prabhudévara betta.
Compassionate Guru and the action of his pupil
have brought surprise in the face of the
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devotees. Sri Mad&évara arrived at Prabhulinga
betta with jangama followers. He remembers
Sr1 Siddananjadésika Svamy's kindness. There
is a proverb 'Came to Suttlr for happiness but
there waits a basket full of ragi'. This proverb
is true even today.

Sri  Madésvara's gaddige (place of

worship) exists today at Suttdr matha. The
stone mill used by Sri Madésvara is also
preserved in front of the Somé&$vara temple.
Those visiting the Sri Madésvara temple also
visit this place to worship at the stone mill.
Suttir has gained prominence from his
miracles.
) Adi Gananatha had a dream in which
Siva appears in the form of a jangama to
announce the arrival of Sri Mad&svara. The
next day everyone waited the arrival of Sn
Madésévara at Prabhulinga betta. The people of
Kuntlr waited to receive Sri Madésvara in a
grand scale.

Prabhulinga betta is near the banks of
the river Kaveri and is closer to Talakadu and
Malangi. The fifth President of Sinya Pitha
Jagadguru Sri Adi,Gar_léévara is engaged in
jangama dasoha. Sri Madésvara arrives from
Suttir. He sees his Guru and seeks his
blessings. Guru Sri Adi Ganéévara receives Sri
Madesvara with open heart and embraces him.

As time passed by Guru teaches the
path to Siva. Sri Madeé$vara while staying
performs several miracles: converting stone
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pebbles to flowers, barren cows to give milk,
made sick to be healthy and others. These
kinds of miracles are possible with the power
of ydgas. Guru Adi Gananatha seeing and
hearing Sri Madésvara's accomplishments were
very happy and pleased. He gets the idea that
he is a fitting person to occupy the Sunya
Pitha. Learning that his time for Sivaikya is
near and wished to pass on his duties to Sri
Madé&svara. It leads to the following discussion
between Guru and Sri Madesvara:

Guru:  Madéévara, soon I will be
traveling to Sivaloka (Land of Siva). I waited
for a long time for your arrival. With the grace
of Siva you are here to serve during my old
age. This has brought immense happiness.
Before becoming bayalu, I would like to share
some of my experiences.

SiSya (Madésvara): O Guru, why are
you saying these? What will happen to a thirsty
traveler if the water in the well dries up?
Where shall a hungry parrot go if the mango
tree dries? Who can protect me? I came
trusting you. You are every thing. If you leave
me to Kailasa how can I live without your
blessing and compassion? How can a house
stand without strong and hard land? Can a
puppet play without strings? Can a violin play
without strings?

Guru: Son Madesvara, I knew you will
be sad. The relationship between Guru and
pupil is like father and son. When the old leaf
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falls it makes sure about the budding leaf
under it. Similarly Guru blesses completely his
pupils before reaching aikya. You have learnt
Viraéaiva acaras completely from  Sr
Siddananjadésikaru. Here you have
experienced Adhyatma. You have mastered
Sivanubhava, Sivagamasastra, Astavarana,
Pancacara and Satsthala. Your Brahamacarya
(Celibacy) helps to lead a life of vyragya
(without desires). Your life is complete in all
respect.

Sisya (Madesvara): O, Guru. I am
your child. If you praise what is going to
happen to me? I remembered Basavannas
sayings - 'Ennavaru ennanolidu hogali hogali
honna S$ilakkidarayya' meaning people fond of
me praising put me on a golden gallows.
Please do not leave me.

Guru: 5on, Listening your words made
me am happy. Sastra says 'Jatasya maranam
daivam'. After birth there is death. Gite
(Chapter 2-22) says:

"Vasamsi jirnani yata vihaya |
Navani gruhnani naro(s)parani |
Tatha Sarirani vihaya jirnani |
Anyani sarnyati navani dehi ||

People change their old clothes to new
ones. Similarly Jiva discarding the old body
looks for the new one. People call it as death.
The wise welcome the death. This is the
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reason Basavanna said 'Maranavé maha
navami namage' meaning for me death is a
festive occasion. This body is called 'Ghata’
joining with nine holes, with water named 'life'
seen for several years in this world. This is
really an amazing fact. Body that took birth
from Pancabiita (sky, air, fire, water and earth)
finally ends in buta. It is the natural law. The
waves that take birth in the ocean end in
ocean. The lightening taking birth in the sky
ends in sky. These are all dependent on time.
My body has ripened. It cannot stay longer.
Very shortly it must join batas. But I would like
the place of aikya to be here itself. You have to
fulfill it. This place is sacred because
Prabhudévaru performed tapas in this land.

SiSsya (Madésvara): O Guru, after
your travel to Kailasa what is ahead for me?
What is your final word for me?

Guru: Son, It has been decided you
get the Sunya Pitha tomorrow. The people
have accepted you to become the sixth
President of Suinya Pitha. You should accept it.
The Sdnya Pitha started by Bhakti Bandari
Basavanna with the help of Nandikésvara,
Animisarya, Allamaprabhu, Cennabasavésvara,
Siddaramésvara, Anadi Gananatha and others.
After becoming the President of Stinya Pitha I
have kept and retained the tradition of this
great chair. Now the Presidency of this chair
comes to you from me. This requires vyragya
(no desire), vidatta, anubhava (experience),
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anusandana, visva préma (love of world) , and
other characteristics. They are all in you. You
are required to accept and help the world. Help
those who are bounded in samsara to free
themselves. Preach Sivanubhava Sastra of Siva
$aranas to the world. It makes your presence
in this world worthwhile. The world
appreciates. It establishes peace in this world.

SiSsya (Madeésvara): O Guru, let me
know the place where I should stand for
Sivayoga?

Guru: Son, near by is Ponnaci betta,
on the side of the river Cavéri, there is
Anemale, Kanamale, Guttimale, Jénumale,
Paclenilimale Tuluvamale, Gavlamale,
Ciruvamale, Galipujamale, Manjumale and
other chains of hills (males). In the middle is
Nadumale. You perform tapas there. Your
tapas yield the desired fruits. It is your ground
blessed for performing tapas.

SiSya (Madéesvara): Today I am truly
blessed, O Gurudéva. I will serve the world
remembering your feet. So saying he holds the
feet of Guru. Guru with compassion and
happiness blesses Madésvara. )

The next day in Prabhulingana betta, Sri
Madésvara was made the President of Siinya
Pitha. Sivasaranas witnessing the occasion
happily shouted 'Ughé' 'Ughé' in the middle of
playing musical instruments. That day there
were many good omens. Many scholars
thought Sri Madesvara's presence is for the
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good of the world. The festive occasion was
filled with scholars, head of mathas and many
people from near and far. The entire place
shined like a cap made of precious stones on a
golden house.

Guru Adi Ganéévara witnessed the
transfer of the Presidency. He was very happy.
With in a few days of the festivities, he
received his aikya as if he was summoned to
Kailasa to report personally the events of the
festivities to Siva and Parvati. According to
guru's desire a samadhi was prepared near the
betta. The reason Prabhudéva performed tapas
before leaving to Srisaila. Devotees built a
temple over the samadhi. Today it has become
a holy place. Santamallikarjuna Matha, a
Virasaiva matha, is at the bottom of the hill.
There are some caves fit for performing tapas.
Daily many devotees visit this place.

Sri Jagadguru Madésvara accepted the
Presidency of Sunya Pitha. He did not go
against the wishes of his Guru. He was anxious
to go to Nadumale but he was not willing to let
any misgiving or short comings to the work of
Sunya Pitha. He discussed with his close
disciples and decided to transfer his
responsibility to his trusted pupil Sri Niranjana
Svamy. Sri Niranjana Svamy became the
seventh president of the Sinya Pitha. In
addition he asked him to engage himself in
spreading the religion. He also transferred his
27 titles to him. He made his riding bull and

38



the Krisnasarpa (Cobra) that was attending
during puja time to stay in the Prabhulinga
betta. Then he traveled towards Nadumale
along with Samsari Sangappa, all along
remembering the name of his Guru. The
people of Kuntlr with many requests tried to
stop his travel to Nadumale. When they failed
they reluctantly and with great sorrow gave
way to his travel. Before leaving from
Prabhulinga betta he kneeled facing towards
Madésvara betta. The people have built a
temple at that spot. People worship Daily at
that spot.
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Arrival to Nadumale

"Namma sanatana dharmadalli
Tirtha ksethragala sancarakke
Heccina mannaneyide,
I ksethragala samdaréanavu
Manassige $antiyanna
Buddige prasannateyannu
Jivanige I0kaparicayavannu
Dorakisikoduttave"

- Sr1 Sri Jayacamaraja Odeyaru

(Virasaiva religion encourages visits to
pilgrim places. Visiting provides peace of mind,
makes mind calm and jiva gets the knowledge
of the world.)

Sri Jagadguru Madeésvara along with
Sarsari Sangappa traveled towards his place
of tapas. He remembered the words of his
Guru each step of his way. He saw the place
from a distance. He passed by Anemale,
Kanamale, Guttimale, Jénumale, Paccemale,
Manjumale and other hills. The passage was
filled with tall trees, byambu trees and many
types of plants and bushes. Elephants roamed
freely here and there. One could also hear the
sound of tigers. The forest also had wild
buffalos, bears, Citas and other wild as well as
not wild animals. He was happy to see the
beauty of the place. Also he was pleased
seeing the free roaming animals. But Samsari
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Sangappa was afraid of the animals. He was
consoled by Sri Madésvara every step of the
way.

Samsari Sangappa: O Guru, why did
you come to this place with full of wild animals.
I have doubts. I am afraid hearing the roars of
lions and tigers. Prabhulinga betta near the
Kaveri river has calm place for your tapas.

Sri Madesvara: Sangappa, staying
with me this long, I am amazed you did not
lose desire and fear. All the animals are
created by Siva. They are created to complete
this world. Without provocation they do not
harm any one. Just like the cows, even tigers
love people who love them. They hate those
who hate them. It is the natural characteristics
of animals. Many people after receiving help do
bad things to those who helped them. This
kind of behavior is not seen in animals. So why
can't we love animals?

Samsari Sangappa: O, Guruy, I cannot
understand your words. These animals bring
out fear in persons who see them. They may
even kill and eat people who come near them.
Yet, I am amazed that you see these animals
kindly. To save ourselves, we should leave this
place and return where we came from. Sastra
says 'Jivan pradani pasyati' (first save Jiva).
I feel that we are close to danger for our lives.

Sri Madeésvara: Son Sangappa, I never
thought you as a coward. Your words are no
longer valid. They are old. Returning is not the
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right way. The wise continues his journey.
Don't you think there are cruel animals in
town? Defenseless animals like sheep, chicken,
goat, cow are killed to fill the stomach of
people. Such people are everywhere. Tiger,
lions have no choice for hunger but to kill. Man
has other alternative for his stomach. Is it
correct for men to kill non-violent animals?
From this point what difference between men
and animals?

Lion is the chariot for Parvati. Ganapati
is fond of elephants. Tiger is a beautiful
animal. Buffalo is the chariot of Yama (god of
death). Bear, Cita, fox and other animals are all
created by Siva. They are all part of Siva. The
skin of tiger is used to decorate Siva. Till now
the animals have not troubled us. They may
not give trouble in the future. They roam freely
in the forest. They are content without thinking
of today or tomorrow. They are free from
desire. Is it right to doubt or to hate these
animals? They are the weakness of your heart
and also prior hatred notions. It is not correct
for you to doubt these animals. Be strong.
Trust Siva. Sastra says 'Dairyam sarvantra
sadhanam' (from courage everything is
accomplished).

Samsari Sangappa: O Guru, You have
the greatest Adyatmika knowledge. Your
philosophy of cruel animals is of Siva. It is
beyond imagination. How can I secure this
kind of knowledge? You are Jagadguru, friend
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of the world, always a friend. But I am an
ordinary person bounded by desires.

Sri Madésvara: _Sangappa, there are
differences in the way Sivaéarana's look and
others. Akkamahadevi, as per the instructions
of Prabhudéva, went to Sridaila. Sriaila is a
mountain like this one. There are many hills
with many animals both cruel and non cruel.
Yet the strong Akka said:

Vanavella nive,

vanadolagana dévataruvella nive,
Taruvinolagaduva khagamrugavella nivé
Cennamallikarjuna viévatobharitanagi
Ninenage mukhatora endu hadidaru

(You are the forest, You are the things
in the forest, You are the animals too.
Cennamallikarjuna you are the world, when
you show your face) )

This is the way Akka enters Srisaila.
Trees, plants, animals, all of them appeared as
Sri Cennamallikarjuna for her. Upanisat says
'Sarva jividarh brahma' (God is in every
thing) and the same is said by Gite: 'Panditah
samadarsinah’.  You follow the path of
Sivasaranas. It is the truth. Open your inner
eyes. Cowardliness is the result of immaturity.
Desire leads to hesitation. So get rid of them.
Sangappa, trust Siva. Why be afraid of death
with trust in Siva? Does the snake in the neck
of Siva fear of Garuda (A huge eagle like bird)?
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Seeing Siva can you expect trouble from
Yama?

Samsari Sangappa: O Guru, Your
advice has opened my eyes and relieved my
doubts. You showed me the righteous path.
There is no reason to see this world differently.
The world is the playground of Siva. I am now
complete. The world that we love must love
us. The image in the mirror laughs if we laugh,
cries if we cry. Now I have understood it. I am
free from all worries. Let us go forward as you
wish. I am your shadow. Ox pulling the plow
doesn't worry about tax?

Sri Madeésvara: Sangappa, look, there
is Nadumale. The place suggested by my Guru
for tapas. Ah! How beautiful it is! hill, all
around and in between, a vast peaceful place.
Enough water. Truly it is divine. It is fit for my
tapas. Guru's compassion was abundant and
so is his grace.

Both arrived in Nadumale talking. It
brought happiness to both. Forrest people
named Soligas lived there. Karayya was the
head of the Soligas. He saw Sri Madésvara who
looked like Siva to him.

Glowing face, fore head like half moon,
shining eyes like sun and moon, eye brows like
rainbow, long nose, wide ears, radiant hairs,
yellow body, vibhti on his fore head, rudraksi
in the neck, kamandala (water pot) in the
hand, yogadanda in the arm, wooden shoes on
the feet (called havige), behind him is peaceful
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Sangappa. This is the way Soliga Karayya saw
Sri Madesvara for the first time. )

Soliga Karayya comes near Sn
Madéévara and falls on his feet seeking his
blessing. He was immensely happy to see Sri
Madesvara. His actions made Sr1 Madésvara to
wonder. Sangappa was standing
dumbfounded.

Sri Madéesvara: Who are you?

Karayya: My name is Soliga Karayya. I
live in this forest. I am the head of Soligas.

Sri Madésvara: What is your 'Kayaka'
(occupation)?

Karayya: Hunting, collecting honey,
cow herding.

Sri Madesvara: What kind of crops
you grow?

Karayya: Sweet  potato, leafy
vegetables, grass.

Sri Madesvara: Why you do not grow
grains like ragi?

Karayya: There are no facilities for
cultivation.

Sri Madeésvara: If you get the land can
you cultivate?

Karayya: Yes definitely we cultivate.
Elders say man is born to work.

Sri Madésvara: Very happy. Karayya I
am very pleased with your simplicity, your
honest answers and with your devotion. It is
my wish that you and your people should
prosper engaging in agriculture. I am going to
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stay here to perform tapas. I wish for your
prosperity.

Karayya: Your stay in the forest is our
fortune. It is happening because of elder's
good deeds. We will serve you to the best of
our abilities. We bring sweet potatoes, honey
and milk. Please bless us by staying here.

Karayya: Please tell where did you
come from? From what country you came?

Sri Madeésvara: Karayya, I am from
your country. I came from the neighboring
Prabhulinga hill. I am not far away from you. I
am a well wisher.

Karayya: He was pleased and was very
happy. Today we are blessed.

Sri Madesvara was very pleased with
Karayya. He was surprised with the simple and
honest behavior of a forest man.

Sr1 Madésvara stayed performing tapas
in Nadumale also called Vajramale. As
promised, Karayya supplied sweet potatoes,
milk and honey. The forest people were
curious about Karayya. Kurubara Billayya,
Landlord Rayanna, Bandalli Acari began to
serve Sri MadéSvara. As days passed the
number of devotees increased. Rayanna
donated some lands. Devotees prepared them
for cultivation. The crop growth was abundant.
Sri Madésvara tells Sangappa that this place is
going to be a place of pilgrimage in the future.
He asked him to start a dasoha matha. During
that time the Svamy of Saraguru came to visit
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Sri Madésvara. The devotees received religious
instructions between tapas. The forest people
listening to the instructions learnt the words of
Basavanna - 'Dayavillada dharma avudayya,
dayavirabéku sakala pranigalalli, dayavé
dharmada mulavu, and kolluvavanu madiga,
holasu tinnuvanu holeya, Kidala
Sangamadéva' They gave up hunting and
began to cultivate lands. These changes in the
people made Sri Madésvara gave Sivadiksa
initiation by giving Linga to Soligas, Kurubas,
Bédas. This was done by the Saraguru Svamy.
The initiation was also helped by the Kuntdr
Svamy. Kunttur Svamy was well known in this
area. The Hyderali tablet says Kuntur matha
belongs to Balihalli Simhasana. During the
same time the bull and the serpent left behind
at the Prabhulinga hill came to Nadumale
looking for Sri Madésvara. Sri Madésvara was
pleased seeing his beloved animals. The road
took by the bull is called Basava path and the
path took by the serpent is called the Serpa
path. The Basava path is wider and is easier to
travel and the Serpa path is narrower and is
not for the feeble bodies.

The bull and the serpent traveled nearly
50-60 miles looking for Sr1 Madésvara. He was
very much pleased for their devotion. Both the
animals stayed there for some time serving Sri
Madésvara. They received salvation from Sri
Madesvara. Whether it is a serpent or a bull
the thought is important.
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Day after day the number of devotees
kept increasing. Billayya and his wife
Annasalamma had a son named Sésannodeya.
Her name is engraved in a copper tablet. It
says Annasalamma belongs to Tammadi group
and she is one of the oldest. Her son
Seésannodeya was a divine person and there is
a place near the temple called S€ésannodeya's
place. Another devotee named Honnidéva
became divine through his good behavior.
Ellatammadi became famous in the lineage of
Billayya. Another famous person is Tammadi
Dundayya. They all served Sri Madésvara. They
lived in a village called Devarahalli.

Dévaki, daughter of Rayanna Raja was
the most beautiful girl around this place.
Falling in love with her, a Kongara king came
with an army to Nadumale. With the grace of
Sri Madesvara Rayanna defeated him thus
saving his daughter. His victory increased Sri
Madésvara's fame. People were happy and
shouted 'Ughé' 'Ughé&' every where.

Sarmsari Sangappa with the help of
Saluru Svamy established dasoha matha. The
land donated by Rayanna and the groceries
donated by the people made dasoha possible.
Even today the dasoha matha on top of the hill
is known as the one started by Sarnsari
Sangappa. But, Saluru Svamy was the first
guru of this place. So it is called Saltru matha.
Sangappa was responsible for giving Linga to
the people living in the seven mountains. He
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improved the dasoha matha. He was
responsible to increase the devotees of Sri
Madésvara. Sangappa received his aikya thus
ending his kayaka on earth to Sri Madésvara.
People show his place where he lived in the
mountain.
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Teachings of Sri Madésvara

Dumbi pididide pulupu durnbiyane nenenenedu
Dumbiye tanada ritiyante
Yogi mahésvaranar nenedu mah&sanappante

(Caterpillar thinking of the butterfly
becomes a butterfly, Sivayogi thinking of Siva
becomes Siva himself.)

A woman named Bévinakali lived near
the foot of the mountain. She was giving
trouble to the people. She is none other than
Dithi, wife of Kasyapa muni. She reincarnated
as Bevinakali to take revenge against divines
through her two sons Sravana and Durina. Siva
incarnated as Sri Madésvara to kill Bévinakali,
Sravana and Durina who were a menace to
divines and humans. He frees 77 jangamas
from jail of Sravana. He protects Joisya Oddina
Ranganatha. He performs many miracles in
Nadumale. One day Sri Madesvara was in
Sivasamadhi, elephants stood near keeping
away the sun rays from Sr1 Madésvara. Seeing
the elephants when he awoke from
Sivasamadhi he blessed them. That place is
now called 'Ane Taledimba' (Elephant pillow).
The place of Oddina Ranganatha is in the
middle of the hill. He performed tapas in
Nagamale. That place has a temple for Sri
Madésvara.

Kuruba Billayya became one of his best
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devotees. Appreciating his devotion, Sri
Madésvara initiates Siva dikse by Kuntlru
Svamy according to tradition. The Hyderali
copper tablet indicates Kuntir Svamy is a
traditional Aéarya of Balehalli Sirhhasana.

"Agama $astradindali pancakalasava |

Bégadim guru padavididu ||

Nigida bhava bandhanavu billayya ni |

Gagi lingava dharisidaru ||

Lingava dharisikondagama mididu sa |

Nrangati bhisita rudraksi ||

Kangalu mirulla madésvaranige

Hingade karava mugidanu |

Nimma pujeya maduva kramavavudu ||

Gammane krupeya madenalu"--

- (Ma sangatya, lingava kanda sandhi,

33,34,35)

Siva devotee Billayya requests Sri

Madéévara to instruct the way to perform
Lingapuja. Listening to his request Sri
Madesvara was pleased and explains how a
Linga wearer can seek salvation.
, Sri Madesvara: Billayya, from
Sivadikse, jiva loses fondness towards the
body. It develops affection to Siva. Today you
are like assayed gold. Today you have a new
life.

Billayya: I am like the iron that
touched gold. It is all due to your kindness.
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Sri Madésvara: Son, from Linga dikse
you are free from three kinds of taints namely-
Anavamala, Mayamala and Karmikamala.
Aéarya of Kuntliru matha gave you Linga dikse.
It made you a Bhakta (devotee) from a bhauvi.

Skanda Purana says:

"Krimikita pantégébhya
Pasavah prajfiayadhika
Pasubhdpi narah
Srépthahtésu Sankarapijakah"

Among all the animals of the world the
life of humans are precious. According to
Védavyasa Muni, receiving dikse makes a
person a Siva disciple. The life of a Siva
disciple is better than human.

Billayya: O, Guru, what is the secret of
Linga puje?

Sri Madeésvara: Son, you asked the
right question. This is the characteristics of
your soul. Listen. Linga means it includes
creation, protection and absorption of this
world by God. That God is called Linga by
Sivadaranas and by writers of Sivagama $astra.
The Linga has no name or form. Virasaivism
has three types of Lingas. They are Istalinga,
Pranalinga and Bhavalinga. Guru during
Sivadikse initiation performs three types of
dikses namely - Méda, Kriya and Manu. These
dikses are for the three types of bodies
namely- Stula, Suksma and Karana (Tyaganga,
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Yoganga and Bhoganga) bodies. They are
associated with the three types of Lingas
namely Ista, Prana and Bhava. Now you are
with these three Lingas.

Billayya: The information you just
mentioned is difficult to understand. I can only
see Istalinga. I do not have Prana and
Bhavalingas. How to worship them? Where are
they?

Sri Madeésvara: You asked the right
question. To climb up you need the support of
a ladder. Istalinga is the support to learn
Pranalinga-Bhavalinga. Pranalinga is glowing in
the heart of a Bhakta. The image of the idol
you create in your mind is Bhavalinga. Worship
of Pranalinga and meditation on Bhavalinga
give you the desired salvation. In this regard
Kuntdr Svamy gives directions. You need not
be afraid. The information is not hard to grasp.
There is nothing that cannot be reached with
devotion and determination. Prana-Bhava
Lingas are hidden in you like the friendship of
a young girl.

Billayya: O, Guru, What is the name of
this religious path I follow? What is its goal?

Sri Madeésvara: It is essential to learn
the road that takes to the town. Similar is your
question. The mind swerves. Make it steadfast.
Then it is easy to understand.

Billayya: O Guru, seeing the king can
one afraid of prison? Being in your presence
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how can my mind go any where? I listen to
you.

Sri Madésvara: Son, the religion that
you practice is Virasaiva religion. It leads to
salvation. It is also called the religion of Linga,
Sivagama religion, Dwaithadwaitha religion,
Sivadwaitha religion, Sakti Vsistadwaita and
other names. The goal of this religion is to free
Jiva from the bonds of samsara and to lead to
salvation (Moksa, becoming the Lord).

Billayya: How to perform the religious
duties?

Sri Madésvara: The way to perform is
through Astavarana, Pancacara, and Satsthala.
Astavarana consists of Guru, Linga, Jangama,
Padodaka, Prasada, Vibuti, Mantra and
Rudraksi. As the name indicates Asta means
eight and Avarna means circle. Action is
predominant in these eight. They are like eight
forts that give protection from the outside
forces. They provide protection to a devotee
(Bhakta) increasing his devotion, knowledge
and vyragya. They chase away lust, anger and
miser. They should be learnt from the face of
Guru or from listening to Sastra. They should
be followed with truth.

PanCaCaras are Sadacara, Lingacara,
BhrutyaCara, Ganacara and Niyatacara.
Morality is predominant in them. Morality is
very important to humans to live in this world.
Not to touch others wealth and others woman,
follow the path of Siva, protect Siva philosophy
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from invasion, devotion to the three Lingas,
and to follow the path of religion without any
deviation. Not to curse others and not to praise
self, be polite to others and pure inside and
outside. These are the secrets and the goals of
pancacara.

Satsthala are six states of a devotee.
They are Bhakta, Mahe$a, Prasadi, Pranalinga,
Sarana and Aikya. Stala in this religion means
'Siva' Jiva passing orderly through the above
six sthalas becomes Siva (Linga) himself. Here
knowledge is predominant. This information
can be learnt from vaanas of Sivasaranas or
from Sivagamas. Knowledge is predominant in
the Satsthala path. It is a difficult path. In the
beginning, the Satsthala path appears to be
dwaitha but at the end it is adwaitha.

By practicing Astavarana, Pancacara,
and Satsthala, as per the saying of Sivagamokti
'Ekéna janmanama muktihviranantu
mahésvara', Sivabhakta receives salvation in
one life. Previously, Aarya Révanasidda,
Sarana Dasimayya, Gurupanditaradya, Anna
Basavanna, Akkamahadevi, Kareya Padmarasa,
Palkurike Somanatha, Sarvasile Cennamma and
others following this path became the stars for
this world. From many good deeds you are in
the path of Saranas. Your accomplishment,
family and your lineage will prosper.

Billayya: O Guru, You instructed the
path for accomplishing the religious goals.
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Could you please instruct the philosophies of
this religion?

Sri  Madesvara: Billayya, Your
questions are meaningful. You are asking me
to tell you the secret of the essence of 28
Sivagamas and 16 million vaanas of
Sivasaranas. This kind of question only comes
from divines. Listen carefully. There is only one
God as per Sivanubhava Sastra, Nigamagama
sarasamasva and in the religion of Sivasaranas.
He has no parents. His is without and with
form. Linga has no name or form. He appears
in the form of Linga for devotees. Basavanna
says the same as 'Dévanobba nama halavu'
(One God many names). The same in
Védasastra is 'Ekarnsat viprabahuda vadanti',

The origin of this world is Sivasakti.
People call it as Parvati-Paramésvara. Flower-
fragrance, diamond-its shining,  sound-
meaning, milk-taste, moonlight-coolness, these
are inseparable. Similarly Siva and Sakti are
inseparable. Saranas do not accept the 36
varnasramas or discrimination by caste. For
them the entire world is Bhavi or Bhakta. They
do not believe in cruelty to animals. They do
not perform or encourage performing yajnas
and yagas because they are cruel to animals.
They believe in working. Their motto is
'Kayakavé Kailasa' (work leads to Kailasa).
Karma cannot bond them. There is equality
between men and women in this religion.
During the early part of practice they
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experience dwaitha and at the later stage
adwaitha. Bhakti, knowledge and YOga are
equal in this religion. It did not exist among
Saranas. They are in the service of the world
with the idea of 'dasbham’. Saranas accepts
Sivadikse as per the ten-traditional ways (Dasa
samskaras).  This is the religion of the
Sivasaranas that gives salvation. Seeing
Sivacaryas and learning the philosophy you
have become the administrator in the Linga
religion.

Billayya: O Guru, Your instructions
have brought happiness to my ears and peace
to my mind. I was the water of a small stream.
But now I am the water of river Gange after
joining the river. I am like the crow reaching
the mountain. From your instruction I have
been saved.

Caterpillar thinking of the butterfly
becomes butterfly itself. I have learnt the form
of Sivasaranas religion., Understood 'Harana
mla is Guru' (Origin of Siva is Guru).

Sri Madesvara: Billayya, understand,
learn and practice the instruction I have given
so far. For the benefit of others instruct them.
Sivasaranas wish well for all. Sivasaranas call
this as purvaydga or submitting to Siva
(Sivarpana). This religion gives importance to
devotion (Bhakti). Basavanna says 'Bhakti priya
namma Kudala Sangamadéva' (God is fond of
devotion). As a Siva disciple you are blessed.
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Billayya: Today, I have been blessed.
He kneels and bows his head in front of Sr
Madésvara. His wife and children accept Linga
initiation. It was like the stalk getting to
heaven along with the flower. Billayya's family
was blessed.
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Madeéesvara in the form of Linga

For 12 years Madésvara performed
tapas in Nadumale. As a result there were
changes in the forest. Soligas, Kurubas, BEdas
took Sivadikse, gave up hunting and began to
cultivate land. Saluru Svamy developed the
Matha started by Samsari Sangappa. It served
the visiting people seeking the blessings of Sri
Madésvara. In addition his power of tapas was
extended to the wild animals like tigers,
elephants, bears and others. While he was
performing tapas, a tiger came daily seeking
the blessing of Sri Madésvara. This is possible
for miracle persons. Some of the miracle
persons are: Sivayogi Manmata Svamy of
Maharastra who rode a tiger. Sri Adavisvamy of
Siddagange who trained tigers by the power of
his tapas. But the miracle person of Karnataka,
Sr1 Madésvarasvamy is the first to travel in the
forest sitting on a tiger. This fact is recorded in
the literature and also well known among the
persons of this region. For this reason during
the festive occasions the temple performs puja
of Sri Madésvara on an idol of tiger.

In ancient times, Vasista, Kanva and
other sages had wild and domestic animals in
their huts like tiger, lion along with cows,
peacocks, goats and deers. Sri Madésvara had
both types of animals in Nadumale.
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Poet Sadaksara says the Sivaéaranas are
great miracle workers.

Vrutta || Padivar badabavahniyam
Midivaraditvéndu bimbangalu
Kudivar saptasamudramam
Podevrasadantiyarn kiltumé
Liduvar Meruvanottisuttituduvéer
Sésahiyarn paytupo ||
Ydodevar padmabhavadamam
Mrudana bhaktar ballidar bhuvara ||

(-Rajasekara vilasa, asvasati, padya 118)

Its meaning: Sivaéaranas through their
mystic power can hold the hidden fire in the
ocean. They can stop sun and moon without
effort. They can drink the ocean by their
powers of yoga. They can catch the elephants
coming from eight directions. They are very
strong. They are the disciples of Siva. How can
they be ordinary?

The words of the poet should not be
taken lightly. Siva disciple sage Agastya drank
the seven oceans. It is in the Puranas. Basava
purana says Basavanna stopped the movement
of the sun. Virasaiva literature says Cola King
Satyéndra went to Kailasa with his people. The
King of Palagurja went to Kailasa with his
kingdom. Padmaraja purana says king
Padmarasa brought Gange water from the
head of Siva to fill the lake he built at Bailuru.
Siddésvara Purana says Tontada
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Siddalingésvara gave life to the dead serpent
at Kaggere where he performed tapas. In
Dasimayya purana says Dasimayya brought
Siva with his serpent to a serpent cage in the
court of Pottalikere Jayasimha. The great poet
Hari$vara while sitting in the court of Halébidu
put out the temple fire in front of Hampe
Virupaksa. While standing in the back of
ViréSvara temple sang 'Misalu Kavite', the
history of Virésha made Virabhadra to appear
in front of him. They are in Harihara Mahatva
and Raghavanka kavyas. Sivasaranas have
accomplished many things that an ordinary
person cannot. Similarly Sri  Madésvara
performed many miracles. )

Billayya had a son named Sesannodeya.
He was married and had a child named
Birayya. There is a place named after
Sesannodeya. Later Tammadi was born in this
lineage of Billayya. Then Dummadi was born.
They are the original persons for the Tammadi
families. They are the blessed ones.

The birth of Sri Madésvara is hidden and
so is his Aikya. No one knows when or how he
became Linga. None of the literature gives
clues regarding this. But the following
information tells how Sri Madésvara Linga
appeared in this world.

One day Billayya went to the forest to
bring fire wood. He went to the forest with an
axe. He was cutting a tree for wood. While
cutting, his axe touched Sivalinga which was in
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the bush. It made him to sleep as if he was in
a coma. His wife Annasalamma herd the news
came running to the spot of Billayya. She
began to cry seeing her husband. Many people
came there. A lady singer (Kani singer is a
story teller) approached Billayya and sings not
to worry. Her husband received the blessings
of Sr1 Madésvara. Previously Sri Madésvara was
in the form of a jangama. Now he is in the
form of Linga. Billayya and the people should
worship Sri Madésvara who is now in the Linga
form. At Kalahasti Parasiva was pleased with
the devotion of Bédara Kannappa. Similarly, Sri
Madesvara is pleased with the devotion of
Billayya. She disappeared so saying. Billayya
woke up from his sleep. He learnt what had
happened. They worshiped the Linga of Sr
Madesvara. They were sad for his departure.
He proclaimed that Sri Madésvara is the God of
Nadumale and his family.

Bandalli Acari installed an idol of
Vrusaba (Bull) in front of Sri Madésvara Linga.
In addition he donated a chariot of Vrusaba for
use during festive occasion.

Guru-Linga-Jangama is the forms of Sat-
chit-ananda of Siva. Baraguru Virabhadra,
Palamale Siddésvara, Ponnacihills Paramésvara
surrounds Madesvara hills. These three are
standing guards to Sri Madesvara.

The news of Sri Madésvara taking the
form of Linga spread the entire land. Hearing
the news, the head of mathas of Nanjanagudu,
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Yaragamballi, Suttir, Hondarabalu, Kuntur,
Kanakagiri and others came to the hills to view
Sri Madésvara in the Linga form. At the same
time Virakta Hampayya came to the hills and
worshiped the Linga with lots of devotion.
Nadumale became a place of pilgrimage.
Magha, bahula, Sivaratri day is the festive day
at this place. On this day thousands of people
visit seeking the blessings of Sri Madesvara.

One Siavaratri day the people in the
temple herd the following:

"People, today the mountain is a great
pilgrimage place. This place is Kailasa (abode
of Slva) on earth. It is the second Sriaila. In
this place drinking alcohol, eating meat,
relation between husband and wife and other
actions leading to sins are prohibited. Those
who go against my wishes experience hardship
in their life. Those following with devotion are
blessed. Bhakta Billayya lineage Tammadis
serve me. It brings good to them”.

The above message of Sr1 Madésvara
was heard by thousands of people. They all
agreed to follow his wishes. This message
spread the entire country. Even after many
centuries people still follow the wishes of Sri
Madesvara. Is there any opposition to the
voice of Saranas?
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Anubhava Ghosthi

Koti janmarjitai punyaih

Sivé bhaktih prajaya teé ||

Ista purvani karmani

Tévacarati manavah ||
-Sivagita

The news of Sri Madésvara becoming
Linga spread the country. Sri Jagadguru
Niranjana Svamy, the pupil of Sri Madésvara
was traveling in Nilagiris, Coimabtore region
spreading Siva philosophy. He was very much
disturbed by the news. He decided to return to
the hills along with his 27 titles to view the
Linga of his Guru.

The news of becoming Linga brought
the head of the mathas of Nanjanagudu,
Yaragarnballi, Suttir, Hondarabalu, Kuntur,
Kanakagiri and others of this region to
Nadumale. They began to think of the future
plans for the hills. Virakta Harmpayya domiciled
in the hills and the Saraguru Svamy joined in
their discussions. They all agreed that the
discussions should be held under the direction
of Sri Niranjana Svamy. While this discussion
was going on in the hills Sri Niranjana Svamy
arrived from Nilagiris. They welcomed him
happily

Sri Niranjana Svamy was sad for losing
his Guru. He wore saffron clothes, vibhuti on
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his fore head, rudraksi garland in his neck,
yogadanda in his arm, and kamandala (water
pot ) in his hand, jade mukuta on his head and
havige (wooden shoes) on his feet. At the hills
he left behind his 27 titles and went to see his
Guru on foot. He bowed his head to his Guru.
He remembered his Guru and praised him in
many ways. He felt very unhappy that he could
not serve his Guru during his final days. His
eyes filled with water expressing his sadness.
Sri Niranjana Svamy welcomed the head
of mathas who came to see him. He was
happy to hear the miracles of Sri Madésvara
and his work to propagate the Virasaiva
religion among the people. Together they
decided to call for Anubhava ghosthi to chalk
out plans to improve the hills. They sent out
invitations to devotees and to head of mathas
to attend the Anubhava ghosthi.
Anubhava ghosthi near Sri MadesSvara
Linga was organized under the leadership of
Stinya Simhasanadiévara Sri Jagadguru
Niranjana Svamy. The following three subjects
were put forth for discussion. They are:
1) Development work of this place
2) Promoting teaching of Sri Madésvara
3) Festivities and other program in this place.
The above three important topics were
placed for discussion before the Anubhava
ghosthi.
The head of the mathas of Suttdr,
Yaragamballi, Saragur, Kuntir, and others
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attending the ghosthi unanimously agreed to
construct a temple at Sri Madésvara Linga and
to continue to worship of Linga according to
the lineage of Sivayogis. As per the wishes of
the Guru even married people should practice
brahmacarya, no consumption of alcohol and
no meat eating in this hill. Also, Tammadigas
of Billayya lineage should continue to worship
Linga. The assembly agreed to the proposal.

The voice heard by the people at the
temple was on Maghamasa Sudda Caturdaéi
day. That day was selected to perform on a
grand scale the annual festivities (Madésvara
Jatre). If possible perform festivities on a
smaller scale during Depavali, Navaratri,
Ugadhi and other days. Jagadguru Niranjana
Svamy gave permission for the above
festivities at the hill. It was agreed by the head
of the mathas and the people.

Sri Niranjana Svamy: We are here to
decide upon great things. Though the ghosthi
is small its goal is big. Jagadguru Madesvara
teachings need to be publicized in such a way
it leaves no doubts among persons. This is
utmost important to both of us. The teachings
depend upon how well they are grasped by the
people?

Suttur Svamy: Niranjana Guru, the
topic in front of us is very important for all of
us. It is necessary for all the heads of the
mathas, Virakta Hampayya and others to share
their opinions.
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Kuntlir Svamy: Sr Guru Madéévara
performed several miracles at Kuntir during
the time of his Guru Sri Adi Ganéévara. Behind
them shows his devotion to Guru and his
Sivasakti. In his teachings he gave
predominance to Bhakti yoga. )

Yargamballi Svamy: S Guru
Madeésvara taught these forest people Siva
philosophy and changed them to engage in
agriculture kayaka. It is my opinion he did not
reject karmayoga.

Hondarabalu Svamy: The teachings
of Guru to Karayya, Billayya and Sarnsari
Sangappa contained wisdom and Siva
knowledge. Without the support of knowledge
there is no benefit from devotion or from
karma. It is my opinion his teachings took
predominance with Jhanayoga.. ]

Nanjanagudu Svamy: In Suttur Sn
Guru Madesvara cured the illness of animals.
At Kunttr he cured the iliness of people. At
Nadumale he taught Sangappa all animals are
the form of ISvara. In this region he has asked
us to follow non-violence. Guru received
services from serpent. Tiger became his chariot
for travel in the hills. He gave salvation to both
serpent and the bull for serving him. All these
events support your sayings.

Virakta Hampayya: O Guru, Niranjana
Svamy. Everyone is expressing their opinion.
You are sitting silently. What is your decision
regarding this? Please tell us.
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Niranjana Svamy: Head of mathas,
and the people listen. Till now some heads of
mathas gave their opinion about Guru's
teachings. They are all valid to his teachings.
Now it is our duty to make them equal.

It is my opinion Guru Madesvara taught
according to the Sivasaranas experience in
achieving salvation. The life of Sivasaranas
follow devotional path. According to Sruti,
Sastra and Pankti, the blessing of Siva itself
give motherly status to devotion. Bhakti and
salvation are related. Saranas say without
bhakti there is no salvation. This is the reason
Basavanna took the path of devotion and
received salvation.

The teaching of Guru gives importance
to Karma. The world is made of Pancabhiitas
(Sky, Air, Fire, Water and Earth). Without
karma it is not possible to survive. Karma is the
natural characteristic of every jiva. But it
should enhance jiva not bond Jiva. Life can be
compared to a jack fruit. Those who wish to
taste the fruit should cut the thorny fruit and
get to the fruit evading the sticky material
inside. For these reason wise use the help of a
knife to cut and smears oil on the palm to
avoid the sticky substance. He gets the fruit
without any obstacles. Similarly, those seeking
happiness from samsara named Jack fruit
requires a knife to free from the thorns of the
fruit and seeks the help of vyragya to keep
away from the sticky substance. In other
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words, persons in the clutches of samsara
desiring to be free require being free from
anger, greed and pride. Sivasaranas call them
as 'Kri' or kriye. The teachings of Guru Sri
Madesvara are free from the bonds of karma.
It is called Sivarpanayoga.

In jAanayoga, JAana provides salvation
easily. But to obtain jhana is difficult. Pure
jfiana is like the sky and it is not in reach.

This is the reason Saranas said karma
with jhana is easy and vyields fruit.
Cennabasavanna says - not to see other
woman is jiiana but to act accordingly is kriye.
samayuktarmn Virasaiva laksanam'. It is like the
bird with two wings reaches its place sooner.
Similarly jiva with the help of legs named
karma and eyes named jfiana reaches his
destiny (salvation) sooner. This is what Sri
Guru taught.

Let us consider bhaktiyoga. In the
religion of Sivasaranas bhaktiydoga is important.
There are four Purusarthas namely - Dharma,
Artha, Kama and Moksa. Saranas adding bhakti
to this group called them as Panca purusartha.
The sound of karma and jfhana follow neither
masculine nor feminine gender but Napumsaka
gender (in Sanskrit). Bhakti and Mukti are
classified as feminine gender. To see the
queen 'Mukti' it is necessary to seek the help of
a maid named 'Bhakti'. In other words, to see
the lady mukti the help of bhakti is more
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important than the help of napumsaka karma
or jhana. In the opinion of Guru, bhaktiyoga is
closer to salvation than karmayoga or
jianayoga. The writer of Agamas and Saranas
say 'YOgéna apar’ to bhakti. There is no
separation between mukti and bhakti. Bhakti
with karma - jfiana is what Guru Sri Madéévara
taught. Sivasaranas followed the same path.

Virakta Hampayya: Guru, I remember
well all the things you just said. Even Sri
Madésvara often taught the same to the
devotees. I have heard myself many times. He
answered the following to one of my question.

"Karma is gone walking, jfiana is gone
in water and bhakti is like flying in sky". S
Guru often mentioned the 63 puratanas,
Basava and Saranas. Harihara and other great
poets, Prataparudra and other great sages
received salvation following the path of bhakti.
Your sayings appear like explanation of Sri
Guru's teachings. We are free from many
doubts. We are truly blessed.

Saluru Svamy: Guru, a question is
troubling me. You are the right person to
answer it. If you permit me I will ask.

Nanjanagudu Svamy: Ask. Questions
lead to progress.

Saluru Svamy: Which path is easier for
salvation, the path of samsara or the path of
sanyasa?

Nanjanagudu Svamy: The question is
simple but the answer is not.
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The difference between sanyasa and
samsara is desire. With desire jiva becomes
samsari and without jiva is sanyasi. For
salvation there is no discrimination between a
samsari and a sanyasi. Listen to the words of
Prabhu at this time-

'Hennu maye embaru,
Hennu mayeyalla,
Mannu maye ermbaru,
Mannu mayeyalla,
Honnu maye ermbaru,
Honnu mayeyalla,
Manada munde aseyé
Maye kana Guhésvra'.

(People say gold, woman, and wealth
are maya. But they are not. Maya is desire.
Desire to seek pleasures, desire to obtain gold,
desire to own wealth, and desire to possess
woman are all maya ).

This vaCana says desire makes a person
experience unhappiness during his life. This is
true for both samsari and sanyasi. Previously,
Devara Dasimayya, Kereya Padmarasa,
Palkurike Somanatha and others all led a life of
samsari. Winning over their desire they
achieved salvation. Even our Samsari Sangayya
had wife and children received salvation
serving our Guru. Many pretend to be sanyasis
wearing saffron clothes end up in hell because
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of their desire. The proverb 'Stléya papa
sanyasige' is famous in this regard. Samsara or
sanyasa does not prevent a person achieving
salvation but his desires do. Even Upanisat
says 'Mana eva manusyanam karanam
bandhamoksayoh'. This is also famous in the
above sense.

Kanakagiri Svamy: Guru, from your
discourse we learnt that asrama does not
prevent moksa but desire. Guru
Prabhudévaru, once to bhakti bandari
Basavanna says 'Basavanna Sri padakke namo
namo enutirpanu' (salutation to the feet of
Basavanna). This is appropriate to your
teachings. Basavanna was a samsari. In the
religion of Saranas being in samsara is not low.
) Kunturu Svamy: In the religion of
Saranas, bhakti is more important than karma
and jAana. The teachings of Guru Sri
Madésvara taught the same path. Can we
come to this agreement unanimously?

Niranjana Svamy: What I said is true.
Basavanna himself said: 'Omme nicCi karedare
O! ennane namma Kidala Sangamadéva'. Also
he said:

'Védapriya $ivanen’1baru,

Véda priya Sivanallavayya.

Nada priya Sivanernbaru,

Nada priya Sivanallavayya.

Védavanodida brahmana talehohitu
Nadavanodida Ravanange areayusyavayittu
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Veéda priyanu alla, nada priayano alla
Bhakti priya namma Kiidala Sangamadéva.'
(Siva is not fond of Véda or music. He is
the lover of devotion).

The verse of Gite supporting says:
'Sarvadharman parityajya mamakarn Saranar
vajra'. So Jagadguru Sri Madeés$vara taught
Karayya and Billayya to uplift the common
man. This is my opinion. 'Sarana sati Linga
pati' also has the same meaning.

The head of mathas and the people
unanimously agreed Sri Niranjana Svamy's
assertion of bhakti. It is the reason for mukti.
They all agreed that bhakti is dominant in the
teachings of Sri Madesvara. Later it got
publicized by word of mouth.

The assembly decided to perform
festival of Sri Mégléévara every year on Magha
Sudda Caturdasi Sivaratri day in Nadumale.

As per the wishes of Sri Madésvara, the
ghosthi agreed to keep the hills with
brahmacarya, free from cruelty to animals and
to perform dasoha. This decision should be
carried out together by Salltru, Sutturu,
Eragamballi, Vandarabalu, Nanjanagudu and
Kanakagiri heads of mathas. The head of
Saluru matha should perform dasoha at the
matha and the people who come to the hills
should follow his orders. Jagadguru Niranjana
Svamy presented the above at the ghosthi.
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They were all approved unanimously. These
made things easy for devotees to visit the hill.

Jagadguru Niranjana Svamy stayed in
Nadumale for a while serving his Guru Sri
Madésvara and worshiping Linga. He was very
pleased. The work of his Guru was well
received by the people in that area and also at
other places. He was very happy to see the
beauty at Anedimba, Ponnadihills, Sarpamale
and other places where his Guru Madesvara
performed tapas. Devotees came regularly to
hear his teachings and to receive the blessings
of Sri Madésvara.

Jagadguru Niranjana Svamy knew his
place of Aikya. He desired to travel to Kalyana
the place of Prabhudéva and the origin of
Sunya Pitha. With the permission of the head
of five mathas and the head of Saltru matha,
temple Tammadis and numerous devotees
Jagadguru Niranjana Svamy along with 27
titles traveled to Kalyana with the blessings of
his Guru. Kalyana is to the North of Sr
Madesvara hills. On the way to Kalyana he
visited Bairava Rajana Sasalu, Kereya
Padmarasa, Béluru, Harihara, Raghavankara
Pampaksétra and other places. Finally he
reached Mari Devara Gudda near the
Tripurantaka Lake in Kalyana. He stayed in
Rudramuni cave located in-between thousand
bilva trees.

He received lingaikya in the Rudramuni
cave. Before lingaikya he transferred the 27

74



titles to his successor Sri Jfianananda Svamy
with the approval of devotees and others at
Kalyana. Even now the gaddige (place of
aikya) is there. It is worthy of worship.

After seven heads, the Siinya Pitha of
Kalyana returned to Kalyana with Sri
Jhanananda Svamy. Sri Jfianananda Svamy is
the eighth head of Stinya Pitha. Previously
Sinya Pitha was at Ulavi, Sonnalige
Prabhudévara betta, and Madésvara betta.

The lineage of Sri Madésvara is still
active. The heads of Suinya Pitha at Citradurga,
Hubballi, Gadaga, Uravakdoda are of Kalyana
Stnya Pitha lineage. There are many Sakha
matha belonging to them. Sri Murughéndra
Sivayogi and Sri Hanagallu Mahasvamy who
started Sivaydga Mandira belong to Sri
Madesvara lineage.

The lineage of Sunya Pitha has influence
in the country. Kalyana, Ulavi, Sollapura,
Yadiyuru, Siddara betta, Haradanahalli, Gubbi,
Kaggere, Siddagange and other places belong
to the Slinya Pitha lineage. This is how Sri
Madésvara's mystic work and fruit of his tapas
shows even today.

Sri Madésvaraya Namabh.

Sri Madésvaraya Namah.
Sri Madésvaraya Namah.
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Splendor of Jatre

Sangatya: )
Kasi, Kédara, Srisaila, Ramesvara vi |
Sesada kurmbha tirthavanu ||
Sasiravele snanamadida phala vi |
Sésavu ida kélda janke ||

Gurusidda says listening to the vybhava
(splendor) of Sri Madésvara jatre is the same
as thousands baths at the piligrm places like
Kasi, Kédara, Srisaila, Ramé&svara and others.
On Sivaratri, Yugadi, Navaratri and Dipavali
day jatre takes place on a grand scale. The
jatre on Sivaratri day is the biggest, elaborate
and most precious. Sivaratri is a holy day for
Hindus. PUrana says that day is most precious
if stayed away from food (practicing hunger)
during day time and worshiping Siva through
the night leads to salvation. Bédara Kannappa,
Sivaratri Sankanna and other devotees got the
blessings of Siva on that day. The ancient and
prominent pilgrim places in India - Kasi,
Ramésévara, Kandi, Kalahasti, Papa, Gokarna,
Srisaila, Parali, Kollipaki, Savrastra, Somésvara,
Ghrusnésvara and other places worship Siva in
a grand scale with lots of devotion. Elders say:
a year worth of virtues can be secured on a
single Sivaratri day. Veédavyasa describes the
greatness of Sivaratri. The following verse is
mentioned in Purana.
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Ratri $Sivakacana sannidatté |
Viloané jagratamapramutte |
Samanadharmayuvayossakase |
Sakhabhavisyatya Ciréna kascit ||

Meaning: O! Eyes, there comes a
precious day named Sivaratri. Be awake. Do
not forget. Spend Sivaratri night with devotion
to Siva. You will get a friend equal to you.

Veédavyasa says by performing Sivaratri
gets an equal friend. An equal friend is of
significance. In this world it is a greatest gift to
secure a friend, that too an equal friend. Even
poet Somésvara says 'Sakharindunnatavastuve'

The jatre of Sri Madésvara is one of the
most famous jatre in Karnataka. Many
devotees come walking several miles in hard
terrain to the jatre. Mysore and Kollegala
region people sing janapada songs (folk songs)
about jatre. The following Janapada songs are
written by poet Gurusidda of Minya. He
describes the jatre's vybhava beautifully. The
translation of the Kannada songs follows:

Magha bahula caturdasiya divasadali |
Nagadarana malegagi ||

Sagi baruva pariseya Srungarava |
Nigi p€luva mudadinda ||
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Kormbu tammate sammélana karmsaleyu |
Imbagi nudiva dhamarimi ||

Kumbini doregalu podeva bhériya dani |
Sambhramadinda nadedaru ||

Guruva gambiraru sirivantaru guru |
Hiriyara kandu namisuva ||
Varabhaktaru 'harahara' endu stutisuta |
Harusadi bandararthiyali ||

Kanikeyanu kattikondu madésana |
Manade neneva jganarige ||
Kanisutiha nadumalege unnatavagi |
Janaru baruva dariyolu ||

Bella béle hannu kayi kadale kabbu |
Olleya eleniru kaya ||

Ella akkiyu béle hérugalanu hottu |
Nillade baruva ettugalu ||

Kariyu bélle kendanu batta cincena |
Karavullavu modalagi ||

Dariyolage héranu hottu |

Baruva Srungaranéna héluvenu ||
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Kildugombegalu séruvegombu modalada |
Gudugoleya mandegonbu ||

Nidida sagaragonbu ettugalalli |
Ridhigisana malegagi ||

Herina ettu kelavu lekkavillada |
Herugalanu hottutaralu ||
Araru bhannisalalavé basavana |
-garava ballante pélve ||

Kombinanasu sarapani gejje gante mukha |
-rarmbavu kalagaggaravu ||

Nambidavara salahuva basavanu bahu |
Sambhramavéna héluvenu ||

Nillade nalku dikkinali sandanisiye |
Mellane nadeda rogginali ||
Ella devarugala vallabhaniha male |
Galli bandaru harusadali ||

Srungaravagi nadeva satiyarugala |
Angavaninnu héeluvenu ||

Hingade tamma purusaru makkalu saha |
Hengalu nadeva rogginali ||
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Pattabaraha sanna sire bilidanuttu |
Tottaru misunidodigeya ||

Kattida toradurubu kanniganjana |
Yittu tilaka phaneyolage ||

Haladi hasuru tiligavi biledanuttu |
Belatigeganna nireyaru ||
Kalenamoga sogemudi perenosalina |
Kalahamsagamane nadedaru ||

Battamukhada bhavakiyara kucagalge |
Drustitagitendu bega ||

Totta ravike utta dévangavu adi |
Yittaru madagajadante ||

Eralegannina telugalla aligurilina |
Korala muttina saradinda ||

Taraleya kucabharake nadubalukuta |
Teralitu ele pengalaga ||

Karamincugalante kanna belaguva mada |
-varanadantadiyiduva ||

Nirapéru diya mélmusukittukondu ta |
Nariyareyda rogginali ||
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Taliradi nundode selenadu nalitolu |
Kalasakucada baleyaru ||

Bilalu mudiya battamukha telugallada |
Nalinaksiyaru nadedaru ||

Tanna purusanallade anyapurusara |
Tanna sodararendu bageva ||
Mannaneyali patibhaktiyoliruva sam |
-panneyareydarogginali ||

Harava tegedu kucake singaramadi |
Haruvaranya purusara ||

Nari tannaya gandana manassige baha |
Jaravennugalu nadedaru ||

Bala yavvaneyaru lolaksiyaru tri |
-$tladharana malegagi ||
Lileyindali makkalanettikolluta |
Kalaharana bhajisutali ||

Sutara béduva satiyaru ondu laksa |
Gatiya bayasuvavaru kelavaru ||
Pativrateyaru muttaide tanava bédi |
AtiSayadinda nadedaru ||
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Allalli annadanavu aravattige |
Bellada panakadinda ||

Nillade dariyolage upacarisuta |
Mellane nadedararthiyalli ||

Intu baruva pariseya Srungarava |
Nentu pé€luvaralavalla ||
Kantuharana rupaninde carisuvaru |
Muntusuruve mudadinda ||

Ksatriya Brahmana Vaiéya Stdrarugalu |
Mattasrayadali janisi ||

Vistarisiye parvavalidu $r1 gurulinga |
Vittamahatmara pugale ||

Irade janara bhaktara madi muktara |
Karunisi krupeyinda koduva ||

Srurana vairiya rupataldu martyadolage |
Yiruva mahimeya pogaluvenu ||

Astamadangala metti karanéndriya |
Sutttruhida yogigala ||

Srustigilidu bandu drustava torida |
Drustimdrulla kanda ||
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Sappeyalinga uppinahalliya swami |
Kappugorala tontadayya ||
Muppuravairi kottira basavalin |
Gappanu bolabasavésa ||

Kattigayyanu biksada mahantayyanu |
Dittanu pasupatiswami ||

Nettane nirvana basavalingésanu |
Srustiyolage pogaluvénu ||

Vasudheyolackariyesuva mahatmaru |
Hesaru padeda malegagi ||

Bisiganna madésvarana noduvanendu |
Dasamukhadayya cittaisi ||

Sanku burugu cinnagale nagariyu |
Onkara gantejagateya ||

Binkadi carisuva caralingamdrtigalu |
Bhonkane cittaisidaru ||

Kante khatvanga kamandalu karadalli |
Pinte pidida dandu kolu ni ||

-Scintaru kappara jolige saha ka |
Lantakarugala. cittaise ||

&3



Bhasita rudraksi kenjede sulipallina |
Misuniya karnapatragalu ||

Eseva atita pujeya ganadhiSaru |
Pasupati iha malegagi ||

Kase kaiyolage manda katti vankudi |
Pasava jareda viraktar ||
Aseya kaleda udasi martigalu bhava |
Nasavappavaru cittaisi ||

Jangama lingavu mangala hRudayaru |
Angaja vairiya rupa ||

Hingade taldu martyadolu calisuva be |
-dangina mahimaraididaru ||

Nanjanaguderaganbali suttur |
Hodarabalu kuntdru ||

Ranjisutiha panamathada mahatmaru ni |
-ranjana yatigalaididaru ||

Prutviyolage carisuva mahattige |
Bhaktanagiruva virakta ||

Muktiya padedu oppuva hanpayyanu |
Cittaisida nadumalege ||
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Gavi gahvaradolagiruva tapasvigalu |
Bhavaharanadiya dhyanisuta ||

Tave bhajisuta munipatigalu bandaru |
Bhuvanakadhika malegagi ||

ViraSaivaru vratasilaru parama |
-caryaru harana pujakaru ||

O rante $ivadaranaru bandaru nere |
Marariya malegagi ||

Bandaru sure gandharvaru malegagi |
Sandanisitu ganavrunda ||

Kundade allalli lingada mahime mu |
Kunda ajanu pélalaridu ||

Adésadi nelasiruva lingavu kidi |
Madesaniha malegagi ||
Bhédavillade cittaisidarenbuda |
Adaradinda pé&luvenu ||

Sandaniyanu tolagisi ha ha endu |
Indudharana olagadi ||
Nandi mahankalaru edabaladalli |
Nindu binnaisidaraga ||
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Podavigadhikavenisuva sthalaveduyendu |
Madivaladolage tanelasi ||

Bidadevolidu solagittige mujaga |

Dodeya bandavane cittaisi ||

Nantumadiye paravage nambyannage |
Kuntaniyagi nadesida ||

Dantahalliya Sivalarnkarésa visa |
-kanthadharane cittaisi ||

Hanbalisuva bhaktarige nanbigeyittu |
Kanbaladolage tanelasi ||

Anbu aidullana vairi siddésa tri |
Yanbakathéva cittaisi ||

Bantanagiye banana bagila kayda |
Gantakaddanu ganapatiya ||
Kuntanagiye marehokka $alyada nila |
Kanthé&svarane cittaisi ||

Vusaraviya nelasida vairikappura |
ISanu sarvésanu ||

Sésabhiisana Sivalankarééanu banda |
Yisa madésa cittaisi ||
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Kandihevendadi mudiyavadisi mun |
Kondu nudiye haribrahma ||
Bandehalliyali nelasidalamésa bha |
Mandaladodeya cittaisi ||

Halavu padarthava olidu pakavamadi |
Tolagisi hingadisidanu ||

Alagumtleya mallikarjunadévaru |
Sulabhadévane cittaisi ||

Bannisipadi Sivana mareyanu hokka |
Hennige gandu rupitta ||

Kannanirdlu ninda Sivalankarésa mu |
Kanna harane cittaisi ||

Kunbhini pati ballala satiya kode |
Ranbige SiSuvagirdu ||
Tryanbakadévanu tummanaciya linga |
Sanbhu bandavare cittaisi ||

Hemadriyindali premadi kanpana |
Simeya bhaktarigolidu ||

I mahimeyolu gajinorolu nelisida |
Someésvara cittaisi ||
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Mannaneyindali munna kalyanadi |
Cennagi nidi jangamakke ||

Innu bhaktara saluhuvenendu nelasida |
Minyada basava cittaisi ||

Agamasastra kagocara kasiya |
Begadi ksetradi bandu ||

Yogadi nelasida Sivanankarésvara |
Nagabhtsanane cittaisi ||

Ballida mujagadodeya nenasikonde |
Billinolage partha badiye ||
NallGroliha Sivanankarésvara kabbu |
Villana vairi cittaisi ||

Hammanadina brahmanige Sikseyamadi |
Gammane nimma pdjisalu ||

Nirmala padaviya nittamaratahalli |
Brahmalingave cittaisi ||

Andu daksanige Sikseya madendu |
Kanda virésage pélei ||

Bandiga baragiru bettadolage ninda |
Pandesvarana cittaisii ||
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Kalana Siladekatti bégadi matte |
Lileyindali tanu volidu ||
Palamaleya siddésvara dévare |
Siladharane cittaisi ||

Ponnacibettadolage ta bhaktara |
Mannisi karedvaravittu ||

Cennagi salehuva panna gabharanane |
Ponnemallésa cittaisi ||

Ondu kusuma kanditendu kangalakittu |
Andu nimmadiyolagirise ||

Bandu hariyu béganindu kaimugidanu |
Indudarana cittaisi ||

Ajanu hanseya vahanavérikondaga |
Trijagava srjisabékendu ||

Nijavagi appaneyanu kélibandanu |
Bhujagabharanane cittaisi ||

Surapati gajavahanaveérikondiga |
Yirade bandanu nadu malege ||
Purahara madesvarane salahu endu |
Eraginindavane bhaktiyali ||
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Nuggudaivada ganda madesvaragemana |
Higgiyeragi bhitiyali ||

Agni tagaravahanaveérikondu ta |

Sighradi bandanu malege ||

Yamanu konanéri gamanisi allinda |
Kramadinda payanagatiyalli ||
Dyumaniyasuta tanna manihadoliruvanu |
Yamanu binnaisidanaga ||

Niruti naravahanavérikondu ta |
Baruta pritiyali nodidanu ||

Purahara madesSvaraniha malegagi |
Harusadi bandanartiyali ||

Varuna dikkina gadiyanu kadirutiha |
Bidade negala nérikodu ||
Sadagaradinda varuna sagi bandanu |
Bidade made&sana balige ||

Vayavya dikkinolageyiru ninendu |
Dévaru kattumadihanu ||

Vayuvu tanna vahanavéri bandanu |
Bhavajavairiya balige ||
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Uttara dikkinolage oppirdanu |
Kirtivadedu harusadali ||

Matte turugaverikondu kubhéranu |
Kkatru madésana balige ||

Nandivahana vérikondu 1$anyanu |
Bandanu tanna dikkininda ||
Nindunodida nadumaleyolu nelisida |
Indudharana baligagi ||

Avava mattada hiriya mahattu ma |
Ttava gaviya yatigalu ||

Avava sthalada lingavu bandavu yendu |
Devanu kelda madésa ||

Bandaru hariyaja suramuni nikaravu |
Nindaru dikku palaru ||

Indu madésvara nelesida maleyolu |
Sandanisittu allalli ||

Mulokadodeyanu nelasiha giriyolu |
Kalada gelida mahimara ||
Siladharanu madésévarandlaga |
Saleyolirparartiyali ||

91



Ranbe urvasiyu tilottame ménaki |
Yenba satiyaru sarnbramadi ||

Tunbara narada garudha gandharvaru |
Inbagi padalogginali ||

Kinnara kinpurusaru suralokada |
Kanneyarugalondu deseya ||
Pannagadharana Olagadolagirdaru |
Munnuru muvattu koti ||

Maddale talagatige naliyuta béga |
Muddu mukhada nariyaru ||

Diddimi dhimirendu maddalegatige ma |
Tteddu nRutyava nadidaru

Intoppuva olagadolagirdaru |
Kuntuharanu madésa

Santosadali bhaktargemuktiya kottu |
Cintayaka krupeyinda ||

Allalli lingavu allalli jangama |
Allalli munitapasigalu ||

Allalli paruvavu allalli pariseyu |
Yella thavinoledevidade ||
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Harivahallavu keretopina tadiyali |
Hiriyaru Sivanapujeyanu ||
Parimalavulla patreyu puspamodalagi |
Harana arcaneya madidaru ||

Bindige pasale addanigegalanu |
Tandu harivanadolirisi ||
Cendavagiye tatte battalu edemadi |
Nindu kaimugidu cittigaru ||

Mounadindali japadyanavu manimantra |
J~janayetigalu maduvaru ||

Bana prakasa lingavu karadalli suyi |
Dani hiriyaresediharu ||

Magha bahula caturdasi candravara Siva |
Yogavaratri jagaradi ||

Agama stotra mantravanacarisuta |
Bhogibhusanana arciparu ||

Astadidharcane sodasa upacara |
Istalingarcanemadr ||

Ghattigolisi manavanu sancalisida |
Ditta mahatmaralliharu ||
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Muditu parise paruvavu allallige |
Rudhigodeyana maleyolu ||

Beédida pancamrutava jangamakede |
Madisidanu madésa ||

Happaluppinakaye kadubu kajjayadi |
-tuppa tailavu begadali ||

Tappade nidisidanu hiriyarige kan |
Darpaharanu madésa ||

Kunbala badane baleya hagala hire |
Yenba kaygala pakamadi ||
Sanbaradindalesava padarthava |
Sanbhramadinda madidaru ||

Gulladahannu mavinakayi ninbeya |
Alli haraleya hannugalu ||

Kallede magale kalale uppinakayi |
Nillade edeya madidaru ||

Bisuhorige garike ennehorige |
Leésada uddina kadubu ||
Sasalundege doseyu kajjayava |
Isa jangamake nididaru ||
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Payasa tuppavu parikara keladalli |
Toyasalyannada bhaksya ||
Mayakolahalanenba viraktarige |
Kayaja haranu nidisida ||

Bhakta mahésaru satyasadacari |
Nitya prasada dehigalu ||

KatRu va neneva janakke madésvara |
Arthiyindali nidisida ||

Halu sakkare jénu panaka elaniru |
Baleyahannu bégadalli ||
Stladharana riipatalda jangamarige |
Kalaharanu nidisidanu ||

Uttara daksina pirva pascimadolu |
Matte carisuva jangamake ||
Nityanidisida madésvaranahudendu vi |
-raktamurtigalu kondadi ||

Artiyindali saduruciya mahattige |
Bhaktaradéva nidisida ||

Matte dévalayake madésvara banda |
Itta tammadi belagage ||
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Bandaru madesvarana sévakaragi |
Gandapuspavu modalagi ||
Bindige aggani abhisékavanamadi |
Candadi puje madidaru ||

Kanikeyanu kailipididu ktdida jana |
Manade bhayabhaktiyinda ||
Ksoniyodeya madesanolagake |
Janaru stutisutta baheru ||

Honnu hanavu kasu banna bangaradi |
Kannu maniyu modalagi ||

Cinna madesvaranadige kanikeyikki |
Kanne sutara bédikondu ||

Cinnadapuspa belliya puspavatandu |
Cennadigirisi kaimugidu ||

Binnaisi bedikondaru bega satiyaru |
Ennayya sutana kodendu ||

Bhuta sonkidavaru banje baradiyaru |
Sutaka tappiyiddavaru ||
Bhitipattiruvantha satiyaru duritakke |
Dhatugundiye barutiharu ||
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Vasa kansaleya nudisikondu ma |
-desanghrige namoyendu ||
Bhasepalaka duritana poreyendu vi |
-ré$ana kondadidaru ||

Daksanavairi virésana duritana |
Siksemadendu ta besasi ||
A ksanadalli ké$annanigoppisi |
Taksanadalli horadisida ||

Duritakke kulita satiyaru taleduge |
Tirugutta matanadidaru ||

Iralamma vendu beralakacci bhuta pa |
-lgiridu binnaisidudaga ||

Bittoduva bhutana hiditarisaga |
Kattumadida virésa ||

Muttalammevu nimma padadaneyu yendu |
Stadikkige odidavu ||

Uriva uddndane harana kumarane |
Karunisu varava begadali ||

Harasi kanikeyikki karaniye salahendu |
Karava mugidu bédidaru ||
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Bédida varava kottu madésvara |
Rudhiya janarige béga ||

Adida llleyindale maleyolu here |
-stidiva abhavanoppidanu ||

Jatreya parise hariyitu tammdurige |
Khyatipadeda lingavanu ||
Pritiyindali lingava kaludaraga |
Bhitaladodeya madésa ||

Ondajaharisurapati dikpalara |
Indudaranu kaluhidanu ||
Endinandadi nadumaleyoppirdanada |
Nandivahananu madesa ||

Srustigadhika kailasavenipa nadu |
Bettadolage nelasirdu ||
Istartha varavanu bégadi janarige |
Kottanu madésvaranu ||

Gurusiddappa has described the jatre
with devotion. He has seen the jatre. He says
jatre is attended by the three Gods, their
followers, kings, scholars, heads of mathas and
thousands of devotees.
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The song 'Teru sagitamma nodidare,
I dehavemba teru sagitamma nodire'
brings out devotion. Téru is chariot to carry the
idol of Sri Madésvara in a procession. There
are six wheels to a téru. In the center is the
idol of God. The body is compared to a téru.
The pinnacle on top of the téru resembles the
human head. There are six wheels of power
inside the body of a person and the soul is in
the center of the body. Jatre consists of many
types of procession. Jatre ends with
‘Teppotsva' (procession of idol on water).

Sri Madésvara jatre takes place on
Sivaratri, Dipavali, Navaratri, Yugadi and
monthly on Sivaratri days and also on Bahula
Caturdasi days in each month. Thousands of
devotees visit the temple during Mondays in
November, on Gowri festive day and in
December. Jatre supports business but
devotion is given importance.

Once in twelve years the temple
performs jatre for Sésannddeya, the devotee of
Sri Madésvara. Antaragange (lake) water is
considered sacred. People take bath here. It is
the same as taking bath in the river Gange.
This is similar to the Patalagange located at
Srisaila. In Nagamale the Sivalinga is decorated
in the form of a serpent. This is also a place of
Tapas.
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Temple Administration

Scriptures say visiting pilgrim places like
Kasi, Ramé&svara and others, at least once
during life time, is an essential part of every
Hindu family. Rama, the incarnation of God,
Ramana Maharsi, Sri  Vivékananda took
pilgrimages. Visiting such places provide peace
of mind and creates feelings of God.
- People close to Sri Madyuvarani
For the last 650 years, Sri Madésvara
temple has been improved in an orderly way.
Hyderali tablet says Alambadi Junjégowda
constructed the inner house of the temple
(Garbhagudi where the Linga is housed). That
room has a door in the north called Alambadi
Basavésvara. This door probably led to
Alambadi from the temple. Currently, there is
no town named Alambadi except in the
Government records. It is difficult to pinpoint
the expansion of the temple when and by
whom it took place. Till 1914 there was a stone
wall around the temple. Temple administrator
Rao Sahib G. P. Mallappa of Kollegal
constructed mantapas around the temple. This
work was done with the help of the Saliru
matha Svamys - Pattada S
Kempananjasvamy, Pattada Sri Santalinga
Svamy and Pattada Sri Mudduvirasvamy. These
improvements contributed to increase the
number of devotees attending the temple.
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The administration of this temple for
over 650 years was entrusted to the head of
Saluru matha and to the temple Tammadis.
The Tammadi's belong to Billayya and
Sesannodeya's lineage. It is mentioned in the
copper tablet of Hyderalikhan. The
development of this temple is mainly due to
the head of Sallru matha Svamijis and the
Tammadis. This is indicated both in the tablet
given by Hyderalikhan and in the notice given
by the East India Company.

Now a day Tammadi's perform pujas.
The temple administration was taken over by
the Government.

In earlier days the chariots -Tiger,
Vrusabha were made of wood. They have been
replaced by silver chariots. The glory of the
procession increased with the silver chariots. In
1935, Sri Nalvadi Krisnaraja Odeyar, the king
of Mysore, donated new chariots of Rudraksi
and precious jewels. They increased the
splendor of the procession. Inside the temple
there is a wooden well. It has been replaced
with stones. The administration has built a
flower garden. They have built resting houses
for the use of travelers. The travel was difficult
and they were not sure they will return from
the pilgrimage. People visiting the temple were
send off with tears in their eyes. Yet many
traveled to the temple. Even today people
believe violating the rules of the hill make a
person to become food for the tiger.
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In 1917, the walkway from Tala betta to
the temple was improved. The road was
improved so motorized vehicles can reach the
temple. Now a day the roads leading to the
temple from Mysore and Madras side have
been asphalted.

Earlier the administration was entrusted
to the Talug committees. In 1926
administration was transferred under the
Madras Endowment Act. In 1951, Madras
Mujarahi department performed work with the
assistance of the Trust and the Executive
offices.  On January 11, 1956 the area
belonged to greater Mysore and its
administration was entrusted to the
Government of Karnataka.

The income derived from various
sources is used for the ©puja, pay
remunerations and to improve facilities to the
travelers. The roads have been improved so
motorized vehicles can travel with ease. To
help devotees to stay in the hills, Sri
Jayachamaraja Odeyar have constructed a
rooming house. Also other rooming houses
have been constructed by temple authorities.

To provide good water to travelers,
several projects were undertaken. As a result
running water is available in the hills. There is
a pump house with diesel engine to pump the
water. More projects are on paper for the
benefits of devotees. Dasoha at Saltru matha
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is also getting bigger every day. This definitely
made Sri MadésSvara happy.

The pinnacle of the temple faces south.
It is not known who built the entrance door to
the temple. The idol Ganapati at the entrance
of the temple was due to Sri Timmannééz‘;r,
Mysore Palace Contractor. In 1930, Sri
Timmannacar as per the tradition of putting
the 'Dupa’ after viewing Sri Mades$vara Linga
left the temple in a hurry. Somehow he lost his
way and spent the entire night in the forest.
There he realized his mistake of not putting
'Dupa’. He requested forgiveness of Sri
Madesvara. Next morning he returned to the
temple and decided to establish the idol of
Ganapati at the entrance. People narrate many
similar events even today.

People visiting the hills without devotion
and those who do not serve Sri Madésvara
with the feeling of brahmacarya do not get
fruit of their visit. The person who visit with
the idea 'Adantagali Madappana jatre'
(whatever happens at Jatre) is like an idiot
who sows the land without tilling first. His
efforts are wasted!
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Summary

Yadyedacarati $résthah tata dévo tardjana |
Sayat pramanam kuruté Iokasta dhanuvartaté ||
-- Bhagavadgita

The history of Sri Mad&évara is hidden in
many ways. There is more hidden than known.
More experienced than heard. Sri Madésvara is
well known but his early and later history is not
Clear.

The history of great souls encourages
people. The light from sun and moon, water
from rivers like Ganga and others, cool breeze
are helpful to the world. Similarly, for the life
to improve with morality, history of great
personalities is essential. From this point Sri
Madesvara's history is important and worth
examining. The famous Ramayana and
Bharata, recently history of Gandhi-Nehru,
Paramharnsa Ramakrisna, Vivékananda,
Ramatirtha, Ramanamaharsi, Aravindaghosa
Thagur, Malaviya and others have impacted
the lives of many individuals. Similarly, in the
land of Karnataka, history of Sivasaranas and
others with their teachings have made lasting
impact on many lives.

The great souls of the world can be
classified as knowledge (Sira, head, mind)
based. The other group is heart (words
touched heart) based. Sri Sankaracarya,
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Ramanujaéarya, Anandatirtha, Sayanacarya,
Madvacarya, BaskaraCarya, Lokamanya Tilak,
Dayananda, Sarasvathi, Srikaracarya belong to
the knowledge group. In this group knowledge
is predominant. )

In the heart group, Sri Krisna, Govtama
Budda, Jesus, Sakratis, King AsSoka, Sri
Basavésvara, Prabhudévaru, Talstoy,
Ramakrisna. Viveékananda, Gandhi, Martin
Luther King and others belong. This
classification does not mean the former group
did not have heart or the latter did not have
knowledge. It means they depicted knowledge
over heart and the latter depicted heart over
knowledge. Sri Madésvara belongs to the
second group (heart).

There are no existing documents
mentioning Sri Madésvara's teachings. The
document containing the history of -
Niranjanavams$a Ratnakara was not available.
The information in this document was collected
from the glory of this place.

Sri Madesvara hills are not only a place
of pilgrimage but it also a place where Sri
Madésvara is in an awake status. It is the
belief of the devotees that Sri Madésvara is still
performing tapas. The truth lies in the miracles
experienced by devotees.

Food, Knowledge and God are the three
things required for an individual, to a society
and the country. With these three there will be
peace. Where there is peace there is no desire,
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hesitation and greed. The secret of Sri
Madésvara's presence is to create such an
atmosphere. He had no desire in women,
wealth and gold. He did not have any fear of
ferocious animals. There is no harm in calling
him as a great reverend. Kayaka of
Sivasaranas rid hesitation and increased his
virtues and strength.

Sri Madésvara did not wish salvation for
himself. With the people of his town Satyéndra
Cola and with his country Palugurja got
salvation. For this reason, Sri Madé&sSvara
elevated the Soligas, Kurubas, Okkaligas and
Bedas by giving Linga initiation. This indicates
Sri Madesvara was strong in all respect. The
lotus flower stays in water but not attached to
water, copra staying inside the coconut is not
attached to the shell. Similarly, Saranas stayed
in samsara without being attached to it.

Staying in sarmsara without attachment
is called Karma Yoga (YOogah karmasu
Kavéalar). Saranas called it Sivarpana yoga.
Gandhi called it Anasakti yoga. One of the
Sivasaranas says 'Good to play with snake after
removing teeth, good to play with tiger after
removing the paw and canine teeth'. Snake is
referred to samsara and its teeth to pride. Also
love towards tiger is referred to canine teeth.
Removing them is to stay in sarmsara. It is not
easy. We see Sangappa, Karayya, Billayya
leading a life of $arana's staying in samsara. It
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was possible through the blessings of Sri
Madésvara.

Sri Madeésvara became Linga needs
some explanation. In the religion of
Sivasaranas there are three forms of God
namely Guru, Linga and Jangama. These are
the forms of Sat-Cit-Ananda of Parasiva. Guru
is the form of knowledge, Jangama is the form
of Ananda and between them is Linga with a
form. This is interesting. Sivagama says
"Ekamrty trayobhagarh gurulingaca jangama'-
three forms of Parasiva is Guru, Linga and
Jangama.

The face of Linga is Jangama and
'Lingabhogopa bhaogigal lingigal' both indicating
adwaitha form of Linga and jangama. Service
to jangama is service to linga. It is the secret
of $arana religion. Worship of Linga ignoring
jangama is against Sarana religion. This is
supported by a story in Basava Purana.

One day Basavanna was engaged in
Linga puja in his house. At that time Allama
Prabhu with Siddarama came to Basavanna's
house from Sonnalige. In spite of hearing the
news of Prabhu's arrival, Basavanna continued
Linga puja ignoring Allama Prabhu at the door
of his house. Then the radiance of his Istalinga
disappears. Basavanna remembers Jangama is
the face of linga. He rushes to the door to
welcome the jangama Allama Prabhu. He seeks
forgiveness for not coming earlier. Allama feels
sorry for Basavanna and says 'Stavarakke
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alivuntu jangamakke alivilla' (There is no end
to jangama, a moving Linga but there is to a
stavara or fixed linga).

According to Upaniséat part of
Parabrahma is more in Jangama than in
stavara. Keeping this in mind, Basavanna said
'Kallanagara pujisi ditada nagara hode embudu'
(worship stone idol and Kkill living) is not
correct. Saravjna says 'Unuva jangama baralu
unabadisalolladée edemadi namisuva
banagugala noda' (not feeding the live but
offer food to linga. He calls them lower class.
The bottom line is jangama is higher than
stavara. This is the reason Sri Madésvara took
birth as a jangama and taught the philosophy
of Linga before becoming Linga himself. Even
today there is preference to please jangama in
his presence. Sivagama says about linga:

'Liyaté gamyatéyatra jagadetacCaraaram |
Tade tallinga mityuktvar ligatatva visaradaih ||

It means Linga is the reason for
creation, existence and its ending

Linga puje and wearing of Linga is an
ancient tradition in Bharata. Kasi, Kedara,
Ramésvara, Pampa, Gokarna, Srisaila and
other places in Bharata are pilgrim places for
Siva devotees for a long time.

Visnu brahma dayodévah munayo gavtamadayah
Darayanti sadalingam uttamangé visésatah
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Visnu, Brahma and other divines,
Sananda, Agastya, DadiCa, Upamanyu and
other sages wore lingas. The idols Vithala at
Pandarapura, Bhavanidévi at Tulajapura
Padmanabha at Anantasayanern, Laksmidévi at
Kollapura, all have lingas on their head.
According to a story in Skanda purana, Sri
Anjanéya the pupil of Sri Virabhadra has Linga
on his fore head. It is seen at the Pralayakala
Virabhadra temple of Gavipura, Bangalore.
Linga established by Anjanéya at Ramésvara is
well known. Father Herass says worship of
Linga existed during Harappa and Mohenjadaro
time. During the time of Ramayana, Rama in
Pampa and in Rameés$vara worshiped linga. In
Mahabarata, Arjuna worshiped Linga made
from sand at Indrakila. Linga worship was
famous at one time in Srilanka, Malésiya, Java,
Arabistan, Egypt, Afghanistan and other places.

The form of Linga is round and the color
is black. It need some explanation. The round
form shows Linga has no beginning or end.
The black color shows it is like the sky, or like
the ocean, it is hidden. The history of Linga is
great. It is the reason for Sri Madeésvara took
the form of linga.

Disappearance from this world by
Siva,éaranas is called lingaikya. The presence
of Sri Renuka and other Aéaryas are called
'lingddbhava' (rise from linga). It is the practice
to install Linga on the Aikya ground of
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éivaéaranas. From these it is easy to
understand the reason for Sri Madesvara is in
the form of linga. )

Devotees believe Sri Madeésvara s
engaged in yoga secretly. Yet he is fulfilling the
wishes of devotees.

Svamy Ramatirtha says of five types
varga (groups) namely; Silavarga (stone),
Sasyavarga (plants), Pranivarga (animals),
Manusyaverga (humans) and Dévaverga
(Divines). The wise wished to move up from
human to divine. To reach the divinity, Stone,
plants and animals need to rise up to the level
of humans. Then they can rise to the level of
divines. How to rise to the level of divine
without losing the feeling of jiva?

Today Bharata is a free country. Bharata
is ruled by her own citizens. It is the duty of
the citizens to protect, preserve the religion, its
culture and the scriptures of the country. In
this regard the great saints like Sri Madesvara
and their teachings, reading and hearing them
play an important role. This book is written to
fill that role. Let us not forget Sri Madesvara is
a Kannadiga, did miracles in Karnataka, taught
in Karnataka, and finally decided to stay in the
hills of Karnataka. They made the land a
blessed one before, now and in future.

|| Orh Santih Orih Santih Orh Santih ||
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Appendix
Some Related Information:

This section gives some additional
information  regarding the history  Sri
Madesvara.

1. Madesvara Sangatya: This book is
written about Sri Madésvara. It describes many
of his mystic works at Nadumale. The book has
three chapters and 362 poems. The author
Gurusiddappa is from Minya, Kollegala Talug.
His father is Halagiiru Akkasale Dévanna and
Guru is Basavalingayati of Vatalamatha. He
lived during 1750 according to History of
Kannada poets, Part 3, Page 105. The poems
are easy to read. It describes the Jatre. It is
published by Sarana Sahitya Male.

2. Niranjana Vams$a Ratnakara: This
book is  published by  Sivanubhava
Granthamale, Bijapura, 1933. It describes Sri
Madesvara as the 6th President Nirmaya
Ganésvara, Stinya Pitha. The author says he
collected the information from the history of
the hills. So the information in this book is
acceptable.

3. Sutturu Virasimhasana
Guruparampare: This is a book in Satpadhi
(six line poems) printed in 1933 at Mysore.
This book contains information regarding Sri
Madeésvara's history. This book says Sri
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Madésvara first visited Jangama tinthini at
Srisaila before coming to Suttdr. At Suttlir he
performed several miracles. There is a Gaddige
at the Virasimhasana matha, Sutttr. The stone
mill at the Somésvara temple is witnesses to
his mystic works. Devotees visiting Madésvara
hills also visit Sutttur matha. The tablets and
scriptures related to this matha are well
known. From them the history of matha can be
traced.

4. Kuntur Virasimhasana Matha: It
is well known. Sri Madésvara stayed in Kuntdr,
Kollegala Talug. There are many stories about
Sri Madéévara in this region. At the foot of the
Kuntliru betta, Sri Madesvara kneeled before
proceeding to Nadumale. It is preserved by
constructing a mantapa. Kuntliru has a
Virasimhasana matha. As per the instruction of
Sri Madésvara, the Svamy of this matha
performed Linga initiation to Billayya and his
wife Annasalamma. Billayya was the head of
the Tammadi tribe. Hyderalikhan copper tablet
indicates Kunttr matha belongs to Balehalli
Simhasana and also mentions Linga initiation
ceremony to Billayya. There are stone tablets
and scriptures indicating relationship between
Kunturu matha and Saluru matha located in
Nadumale. Sri Madésvara served as Jagadguru
Adhigananatha at Prabhulinga betta located
near Kunturu.

5. Panca Maha Mathas: In Madésvara
Sangatya and in the Hyderali tablet the five
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mathas located at Nanjanagtdu, Suttlru,
Vandarabalu, Kuntlru and Eragamballi have
prominence. These five mathas were in the
forefront during Sri Madesvara's time. The
famous singer Sri Muppina SadaksaraSvamy
belonged to Eragarballi matha. The famous
vacana writer Sri Ghanalingadévaru was the
head of Sri Suttlru Virasimhasana.

6. Lineage of Tammadis: For several
hundred years the priest at the temple
belonged to the lineage of Birayya and
Annasalamma. The son of Billayya is
Sesannodeya. His son is Birayya. In his
lineage, Ellatammadi, Kalamada, Kempumada,
Cinnamada, Bolamada, Tolamada, and others
belonged. Among them Dundayya is a well
known Tammadi. Hyderali Tablet mentions
Tammadi's belong to Annasalamma lineage.

From the Hyderali tablet and from the
notice by the East India Company, it is clear
that Tammadi's are the worshippers of Sri
Madésvara for several hundred years. Even the
Sangatya indicates they are the original people
of this area.

7. Saluru Matha: Saluru matha is
famous in Madé&svara hills. It was started by
Sumsari Sangappa. The first Svamy of this
matha performed lingadharane and also was
responsible for improving the temple. Even
today the head of this matha receives first
prasada from the temple. There is close
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relationship between the temple and matha.
Here dasoha is performed.

8. Alambadi Bedagarnpana Rajya:
When Sri Madésvara arrived to Nadumale only
Soligas, Bedas and Kurubas were present. That
area was called the kingdom of
'Bédagarmpana’. Rayannanayaka was the head
of this area. He donated lands to Sr
Madésvara. This is mentioned in Sangatya
book. Hyderali Tablet also mentions his name.
It says he is the Pattégara of the land. The
King of Konga came with an army seeking
Dévaki, the daughter of Rayanna. With the
grace of Sri Madésvara, Rayanna defeated the
King of Konga. It is described in detail in
Sangatya book. It is also in the copper tablet.
Many songs mention Alarmbadi. It is the capital
for the kingdom of Beédagarmpana. This place
does not exist any more. Junjegowda who built
the inner temple (Garbhagudi) belongs to this
place. It is mentioned in Hyderali tablet.

9. Information about some people
related to the history: Some names are
mentioned in Sangatya, Hyderali tablet and
also in Janapada literatures. Among them
Sumsari Sangappa, Bhakta Karayya, (Soliga)
Virakta Harmpayya, Saragurayya(?), Bandalli
Acari, Sesannddeya the son of Billayya, Birayya
son of Sésanna, Honnidéva, Kuntdr matha
Svamies(?), Saragiru Uppligasetti (?) are
important. Saragurayya is important among

114



these. There are stories he traveled with Sri
Madésvara on a tiger.

10. Hyder's Copper Tablet: In 1761
Hyderalikhan was the sole administrator at
Srirangapattana. Till the death of Tippu in
1799 the administration was in their hands.
Fourteen years after Hyderali became the sole
administrator he went to Sri Madé&évara hills
(Salivahana Saka 1698, Durmukhi sarmvatsara
Sravana $udda 3rd) and gave the copper
tablet. It contains historical information about
Sri Madésvara. The story mentioned in the
Sangatya agrees with the information in the
tablet. Also it confirms Tammadigas performed
pujas as priests in the temple. Hyderali decided
disputes regarding who the priests should be in
the temple.

This tablet indicates Kuntur Svamy
performing lingadarane to Bédagampana and
Rayanna. The army of Kongas crossed
Tungabhadra river(?)(It should be Kavéri and
not Tungabhadra. Not knowing the name of
the river the person engraved wrong name of
the river).

The tablet says to expand the temple from
Gattimadanari. But Gattimadanari who was or
what is not known. )

In this tablet, Hyderali addresses Sri
Madésvara as 'Jagadguru Madesvarasvamy'. It
shows his tolerance to other religions. This
tablet is more than 200 years old. The tablet
has the pictures of Sun, Moon, Linga and
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Basava (bull). This tablet resides with the
Tammadis in the hill.

11. East India Company Notice: This
document is in Tamil language. It was written
on February 16, 1842 at Coimabtore. It is
about 172 years old. The Company made Kadu
Mada Tammadi as the Dharmakartha
(administrator) of the temple.

12. Sri Madésvara in Janapada
Sahitya: Many poets have written about Sri
Madésvara. There are many tablets from kings.
More than these people sing divine folk songs.
They can be heard during festive occasions
and while people traveling to the hills to
participate in the festivities.

13. Stories about Sri Madeésvara:
There are many stories about Sri Madésvara in
Nadumale, Kuntur, Suttdru, Nilagiri and other
places. Some of the stories are: Winning over
Bévina Kali, Release of Jangamas from prison,
Kiling of Sravana, Saving of Ranganatha,
blessing of elephants, war over the king of
Konga and others. It is difficult to prove all of
them. Yet, Sri Madésvara was a mystic person
and there is no doubt that he has done some
marvelous things. This may be the reason for
people sing about him. )

14. Toru Gaddiges of Sri
Madéesvara: Temples and Gaddiges of Sri
Madésvara are at Mysore, Kollegala, Nilagiri,
Coimabtore and other places. His temple and
place of tapas is Nadumale. People built
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gaddiges in the places where tapas and
Sivapuja and miracles were performed. In
Mysore and other parts of Karnataka, children
are named Madayya for boys and Madamma
for girls. It shows belief of people in Sri
Madesvara. Near Bangalore, near
Revanasiddésvara betta there is a Madesvara
betta. Sri Madesvara performed tapas here.
Also another Madésvara betta is near
Arasikere.
] 15. Sri Nanjunda Odeyar, Kunturu?,
Sri Nanjunda Odeyar was the head of Sri
Virasimhasana matha when Sri Madésvara
came to Kuntdr. For some time Sri Madésvara
served him. Also he ruled as the king of the
region under the name of Madarasa. He was
famous as Madarasa. This is in the book
Maleya Madésvara Caritam. It is written based
on Rajavali stories. There is no historic proof.
Also it is questionable that a vyragi ruled as a
king. The stories in Ravali are of recent times
and so it is hard to accept without further
proof. Information about Sri Nanjunda Odeyar
needs to be confirmed from the history of
Kuntar matha. ]
16. Sravana: In Nadumale Sri
Madésvara initiated lingadharane to forest
people, cured the sickness of cattle, and
performed other miracles. He won over
Sravana who poisoned 77 jangamas and also
some divines. (See History of Madésvara by Sri
Puttamallappa) This story is also in Madésvara
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Sangatya. Who is this Sravana - Jainamuni?
Where did he come from? There is no
information about this person. In the 6th
century there was a Jain named PUjyapada in
Bastihalli, Kollegala. So it is possible during the
time of Sri Madésvara there may be some
Jains. It may be possible some of the
Jangamas were poisoned by them and
ViraSaiva Jagadguru Madésvara might have
released them from prison. These require
historical proof.
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Bahadduru Hydaralikhan
Copper Tablet

Sri Mahadévrada Madeévarasvami |
Siddeésvarasvamy Brahmesvara
Sivalenkarésvara |

Yirimaduvalada svamy |

Pancamathakke kartarada guruvé namah

Salivahana $akhabah 1698 né& durmikhi
sarm| Sravana 3, Sri Madesvarasvamy devara
sannidige Srirangapattanakke adhipatiyadanta
Baddara Sabiyavaru Sri maha Jagadguruvada
Madésvarasvamy tammadigalu Anasalarnmana
varms$astharada Kempamadavaderu
Kalamadavaderu Bolamadavaderu santatiyada
kaduvira tarmbadi makkalige baresikotta
tambrada $asanada kramavénendare yi
Madésvarasvamy kartalli rajyada ripu konkana
8 laka désakke bandu $ravanaralli samasta
dévarugalella  sereSikkiyidduddu nodi a
Sravananannu samharavannu madi jagakkélla

tané deéevaragi vajramaleyalli  nelegoda
Alarmbadi Junjégowdanida 1 ankana nivésana
kattisikondu bhusuraninda byadara

karnnaiyaninda pujisi kondu byadara
kamnaimyyani  drudakke mecéi  avanige
moksakottu gundippe nagasimeyalliy iddum ta
byadakampanada rayamna naykanamaneyalli
kongadorehmnar keliddarinda yivaru
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kanadahage barutayiralu tungabhadranadi (?)
datalarade S Mahadévana bajisalu
nadhiyibbagavagi dari bittitu yivaru tarmmali
Sisuhuttidare bhadra |

Bhadri yembanamadéhaviduttévendu
nisCaisi anadhi bandudati neériya kereyalli
sthalavagiyiralu balalli Simhasana Kunttru
mathada svamiyavaru bandu bédagampanke
lingadharanemadi rayamnanaykanu  okuli
savege kartanamadi 1 Mahadévanu saragdrinalli
iruva Uppalige Settige validu guddanamadi
yannimajjana syavege kartanamadi yiralu gatti
madanariyinda vistaravagi dévastana
vuddharisitu. Yidakke pUjakartaru kaduvira
tammadi makkalu pujaviruddha madikondu
piriyadige baralu yidakkagi piriyadige
yadulaliyada y1  hudugara  manavanige
mumnepalinasivagada  (Sivaydoga)  $avege
némisi y1 hudugara pujakattara madi ivaru
vutta bhumige terigeyilla dagu pattagaranada
Rayamnaya(ka)nige bili Catri pacli madi
todabale $alu name saha kottu yikarmpanakke
kartanendu ninu jati paddhati prakara
anadarastarana Siksisabahudendu némisidakke
untada tarmbrada S$asada. Sri Vahadévanada
Madésvarasvamy | Siddeésvara | Brahmeésvara
|Sivalankarésvara | Hirimadavala dévaru |
PanCa dévasthanada karta Sri Mahadéva |
Pancamathakke karta Kuntiru matha |
Idakkella Pattagara Rayana Nayka kartanendu
nisCaisitu. Sr1 Guruvénamah
Lingaraja arasinavara kai baraha
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Madrésrira Odanna Sdresri Odanna
Bramisi Odanna | Nalaru aimya Odanna |
Maduvalla aiyanige Odanna |

(The copper tablet contains the image
of sun, moon, Linga and bull. It weighs 56
Tolas, length 15 inches and width 8 inches.
Reproduced the contents of the copper tablet
in English transliteration) )

Giving the authority to worship Sri
Madéévara to the children of Kadavira
Tammadi, Calling Sri Madésvara as Jagadguru
and honoring Pattegara Rayanna Nayaka by
giving Silver umbrella, toda bangles, shawl and
others show the generosity of Hydaralikhan.

B. Shiva Mirty Sastri.
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East India Company Contrct
(Written in Tamil)

Principal Collector J. E. Ratten,
Coimabtore District

To

Kadumada Tammadi
Mahadésvara betta
Kollegala Taluq

Notification

On February 16, 1842, the Government
notifies, deciding to appoint a Dharmakarta to
oversee all works of the temple. This order has
been notified. Based on the proceedings on
dates of July 5th and September 19th, the
following is ordered:

1. Based on the decision to appoint a
Dharmakarta you are appointed as the
Dharmakarta for the Madésvara temple. It is
ordered to the Kollegal Tahasildar, you to take
possession on November 1, this year, the idols,
ornaments made of gold and silver, clothing,
bronze and other vessels, chariots, flag posts
and iron and wooden articles, cattle and other
animals, account books of the temple, Gobbali
and other trees. You should take possession on
that day and prepare a list in triplicate of all
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items including their approximate weights with
the signature of you, temple officers,
Syanubog, Patel and related people. The
document should have the seal of the
Tahasildar, Sirastedar. Two copies of the list is
left there and the other copy should be with
the accounts of the temple. The list should not
be kept with you.

2. The income derived in the temple is
reported to the Government. The amount
given to the temple for performing puja and
for other expenses is now stopped. You as the
Dharmakarta should see pujas and all other
traditions are continued. The wages for
employees are given from the income derived
by the temple. Hindu tradition is followed.

3. The regular employees cannot be
removed. A vacant position because of death,
their next of kin is appointed to that position.
Any illegal actions of Dharmakarta belong to
the court jurisdiction.

4. Government employees have no
jurisdiction over the information about the
administration of the temple. Any disputes and
thefts are handled by police as per the law.

5. If you are not willing to accept the
position of Dharmakarta, or due to death,
becomes vacant, the vacant position is filled by
a qualified next of kin. If there are no qualified
next of kin, then they can select a qualified
person among themselves.
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6. All the work of the temple should be
performed so that the people appreciate the
temple development. Let the temple prosper.

Coimabtore

(Witnesses 4 persons)

(Translated from Tamil to Kannada and

then to English. Translation portrays the
content of the order).
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Services to Sri Madésvara

The following are the timings for services and

to perform ‘Utsava’ in the temple:

1. Abhiseka, ArCana and other services are
performed from 4.30am to 6am and
from 10.30am to 12 noon. During
evenings they are perfomed from
6.30pm to 8pm.

2. Viewing is from 8am to 10.30am and

from noon to 6.30pm. At these times

Arcana and 'Utsava' are also performed.

Viewing is between 8.30pm and 9pm.

On new moon days (Amavase), during

the monthly worship with oil, in the

month of Dhanurmasa (December) and
during jatra time, puja is performed at
3am to 6am instead of 6am and
10.30am worships. Only ticket holder
during jatra time is allowed for viewing.

Other times ticket holder and an

additional person are allowed for

viewing.

5. Prasada is served for devotees in the
dasoha between 1pm to 3pm and
between 7pm to 9.30pm.

h W

To fulfill the wishes of devotees the
following pujas are performed. There is a fee
for each puja. Devotees wishing the puja
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service should pay the fee at the office and
obtain a receipt.

Name of Services Fee* (Rs)
1. Maha Rudrabhiséka 7,500
2. Samrajyotsava 10,000
3. Panca Kalasa with Navaratna
crown wearing 500
4. On €kadasi days Rudrabhiséka
Wearing the crown 600
5. Siva astotara bilvarane
During Jatre time 150
_ Other times 100
6. Siva sahasra bilvarcane 250
7. Pancamrutha abhiséka
During Jatre time 250
Other times 125
8. Rudra Trisati 125
9. Naming Ceremony (Namakarana) 50
10. Ladu service — Jatre time 150
Other time 125
11. Urotti service 125
12. Ganapati sankasta Caturthi 150
13. Golden chariot 2,001
14 Morning special utsava 400
15. Tiger chariot 150
16. Basava chariot 150
17. Silver crown chariot 150
18. Electric lighting - 1 hour 1,000
1/2 hour 600
1/4 hour 400
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19. Ladu each 12
20. Kallu sakkare each packet 12
21. Anna Brahmotsava-25kg lavajave 2,500
22. Sahsra Kumbabhiséka

(in Sravana month) 400
23. Sahsra Rudrabhiséka

(1 Kurnbabhiseka) 200
24. Laksa BilvarCane 200
25. Sahasra Vahanotsava 200
26. Special Entrance fee 40

*The above fees are as of August 2013. Check
in the Office for any changes in the fee
schedule.

During Jatre time Rs 500 is charged for
special Utsava. The service is performed in the
name of the person who pays the fee. Each
year the service is performed in the name of
the person depositing Rs. 5,000. The interest
earned is used towards the fee.

Gifts (Kanike) of gold, silver and bronze
should be given in the office. They should
receive a receipt for the things given to the
temple.

There are several locked boxes at
various places in the temple. They can be
used to put any valuables and currency. Do not
give or place in boxes that are not sealed and
locked. Inform any short comings to the
temple administrator.
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Rooms are available for devotees to stay
during their visit to the temple. Devotees have
the option to have their own rooms by paying
50% of the estimated cost of the room. Room
can be reserved for their use by writing to the
Temple office at least one week prior to their
visit.

The following fee is charged for the rooms:

Name of place Fee
Gurudarsini (24 rooms) 300
Gurudarsini (2 rooms 25&26) 250
Mahades$vara Bhavana 200
Mahades$vara Atiti Gruha 300
Sambram védha Gruha 1 & 6 200
Sarmbram védha Gruha 1 to 5 150
Siva Darsini 350
Srisaila Bhavana 300
Sriman Maharajara Chatra 5 & 6 100
D type Kutira 300
D type Kutira (first level for 10) 300
D type Kutira 1 and 2 125
D type Kutira 3 100
E type Kutira 150
E type Kutira first floor 150
E type Kurira 2 250
BSPS 150
PRH Kutira ) 150
SCCP Lipigram Sed 400
RCPP Lipigram Sed 400
1,2,3,4 BPS Rooms 200
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Sankamma NilayaRrooms 125
Karayya Nilaya Rooms 125
Billayya Nilaya Rooms 125
Sésanna Nilaya Rooms 125
Mat Rental 2
Useful telephone numbers
STD code 08225
Fax No 272123
Temple 272121
Office of Administrator 272126
Administrator — Residence 272122
Giridarsini guest house 272119
Giridarsini counter 272131
Dasoha house 272109
Gurubhavana (President) 272129
MahadesSvara Guest house 272124
Sankamma Nilaya 272152
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Notice and facilities

Shops can be set up in the temple Jatre
ground which is in front of the tourist
bungalow. Those setting a shop should pay the
prescribed fees to get permission from the
temple administrator. Shops are not permitted
at other places.

For the benefit of devotees coming to
the temple buses have been arranged. There is
a separate bus stand for this purpose. There
are daily bus services from Mysore and
Kollegala to the temple. Also there is bus
service from Palar to the temple. There are
special bus services during jatre time.

During Jatre time drinking water
facilities are provided. Also street lighting are
made for those traveling by foot from
Talaguppa to the Temple.

Deevotees donating money and other
valuables should give them in the office and
receive printed receipts. Money may be
deposited in the sealed boxes placed in the
temple premises.

Services like Rudrabhiséka, BilvarCane
are performed during Jatre time. During the
worship time entrance to the inside of the
temple is prohibited. After the worship prasada
is distributed inside the temple to those
offering services.

During jatre time between 6 and 8 in
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the morning and between 6 and 8 in the
evening devotees can offer camphor (karpura)
service. During this time only those offering Rs.
1 camphor service get admission to the
temple. At this time there is no entrance to the
public.

Devotees sending gifts by mail to the
temple adminstrator receives both Prasada and
a receipt by mail.

Before the start of jatre, devotees who
have constructed rooms should reserve them a
week in advance by writing to the
administrator of the temple. Else rooms cannot
be reserved.

To fulfill the wishes of devotees, the big
and other silver umbrellas are available for the
procession every Vijaya Dasami day between
the hours of 4 and 5 in the evening.

Devotees are requested to follow the
rules of the temple and assist the
administration. Administration requests
devotees and travelers to be peaceful during
their visit to the Temple and receive the
blessings of Sri Madésvara.
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View of Sri Madgé$vara hills

Inside view of StT Madesvara Temple
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