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Scheme of Transliteration

Vowals

Kannada CDEFGHIAIZJKLM N O CA CB

English AAII U URREEaO O av am-an ah
Consonants

Kannada PA R UA WA Y

English Ka Kha Ga Gha Na

Kannada ;A bAA d gAhA k .

English C Ch 1Ja Jha Na

Kannada Il oA gA gqsA t

English Ta Tha Da Dha Na

Kannada VA xA zA zsA £A

English Ta Tha Da Dha Na

Kannada YA ¥sA § “sA 2AA

English Pa Pha Ba Bha Ma

Kannada AIAA gA © 2A A pA A °A %A PAé

English Ya Ra La Va Sa Sa Sa Ha LakSa



Introduction

This book is inspired by ‘Istalingada mahatva’ by Prof. S. M. Sabgji. It provides answers
to 10 questions using vacanas of Cennabasavanna. The book includes vaCanas both in the
Kannada language and its English transliteration. The meaning of each vacana is explained in
English.

Cennabasavanna is the son of Sivadeva and Akkanagamma. He is the nephew of
Basavanna. He is called the Satsthala Cakravarthi or the Emperor of Satsthala. Satsthala is the
Viasaiva philosophy that describes the six stages in a devotees’ life before becoming the Linga,
himself. Viradaivas call Basavanna the Guru, Cennabasavanna the Linga and Allamaprabhu the
Jangama. Many Virasaivas believe that the Lord Siva himself took birth in the form of
Cennabasavanna to give us the satsthala philosophy.

Cennabasavanna is considered a highly acclaimed scholar of Viradaivism. He describes
vacCanas as steps to the heavens. Vacanas of Cennabasavanna are identified through his use of
“Kidalacennasangayya” as his signature. So far, 1,792 vacanas have been found. In addition,
he wrote Karanahasige, Misrarpana, Hiriya Mantragopya, Pada Mantragopya, Sakila and others.

Thanks to Mr. Sundaresh Siddiah for his technical help and to Dr. Linga Raju for his
suggestions. I am fortunate for the support of my cousin Thontadarya and my children Asha and
Siddesh. Lastly I thank my wife Rathna for her support in completing this book.

Guru S. Bale
June 2011



Greatness of Istalinga

A person cannot be a Virasaiva just by birth into a Virasaiva family. The child must be
initiated into the religion by bestowing Istalinga by a guru or by a jangama. Without Istalinga he
is not a Viradaiva. Thus the question arises: what is Istalinga?

®AiAA UA2AAEA tAZ££AS2AVYAASZAA 22A°AUA VAEE £EAAQA!

PEA2A® upAi®gAL£YA2AVYARSZAA YAgAvAgA YAgA§aeoAs vAEE £EAAGA!
“sAPAU£A PAgAPAAdzA°e RArvAPAgA¢AzZA gAZYAAUEAAArzZAAS,
CupAO2A PA%EZAA EnAOXAG2ARA2AAZAA YAgA2A AAD £EA£AQA,
PAZqA®ZAEAR AAUA2AAZEA2A, n2AAE M®2AA

Laya gamana $tinyavagirpudu

Sivalinga tane noda

Kévala niskalarGpavagirpudu

Parata parabrahma tane noda

Bhaktana karakanjadalli

Khanditakaradinda rtpugoddirdu,

Anistava kaledu istarthavanivudu paravastu noda,
Kidalacannasangamadéva, nimma olavu

The one without birth or death is Parasiva. Parasiva is formless. A painter cannot draw a
picture of God. Sensory organs can only recognize objects with form and the mind comprehends
only those objects with name and forms. But God has no hame and no form.

Paraéiva is not Siva with the trident in his hand; moon on his head; Gange falling from
his head; Gowri on the lap and a snhake in the neck.

There are two types of lingas — Stavara linga and Istalinga. Stavara linga is the linga
housed in a temple. It is also seen under a tree, in forest and in town. Generally they are carved
in stones and placed according to rituals. Almost all lingas in temples are worshiped by a priest.
Devotees cannot worship stavara linga directly. Although some aspects of the worship are not
allowed to be seen devotees must be satisfied looking at the worship performed by priest. Many
temples charge fees to accept the offerings of devotees and also to view the idol in the temple.
In some temples one has to make an appointment several months ahead of visit to the temple
only to view the decorated idol. Even today many people in the lower class are not allowed to
enter the temple grounds.

God is omnipresent. He has all the knowledge. He is true for all times and is happy
forever; there is no discrimination; there is no differentiation or classification of people to groups.
Yet ignorant people become victims of the games played by priests and the so called learned.

If Parasiva has no form how does he exist in this world?

QjzAzA ©AdzA°e »jAiAAvAgAA2AqAVzA YAJAIAAAVE,

PAgAUAVA2AzA PAEARrAiAA°e PAjVjUA%AA vEAAgAA2A YAJAIAAAVE,
Cw AZPAE+3 YA=2AiAtCACYASAVE,

¥AgAvAgA22A°AUA2AA AzA3PAOgA£AAzADPj¥A A¢ZEN-AAzA



°AUAPAgA2AV fE EUEZAAr¥AASzAA.

'CuEZ£AgAtAAAIAIAET 2AAAVEZA 2AA»A2AIAET JAZAAZAV
YAgA§x2oAsgAL£YA2AZA "AUA2AA 2AA2AzZA£2YACAZA CRAqA2AVAIAAL
CtAgAZ£YACAzZA RArvA2AVAIAAZ vEAAgAA2AAZAA

PAZqA®ZAFAR AAUA2AAZEA2A, EzAA 12AAS ¢2A3°A EAIAAAIAIAS!

Kiridada bijadalli hiriyataruvadagida pariyante,
Karagatavada kannadiyalli

Karigirigalu toruva pariyante,
Jagadvyapakavada paravastuvu Khanditakaramada Sariradalli
Ati stiksma pramanadindirpante,
Paratarasivalingavu sadbhaktaranuddharipa
SadicCeyinda lingakaravagi nelegodirpudu.
‘Andraniyan mahato mahiman’ endudagi
Parabrahmartpavada lingavu
Mahadrupadinda akhandavagiyu
Anurupadinda khanditavagiyutoruvudu
Kudalacannasangamadéva,

Idu nimma divyalileyayya!

Cennabasavanna answers the question with the above vacana. A small seed contains all
the traits of a large tree. A small mirror shows large objects like elephants and mountains.
Parasiva who is in the entire universe exists in the stiila body. ‘Andraniyan mahato mahiman’
means God'’s presence shifts from small in the bodies of the smallest creatures to larger in the
bodies of the largest creatures. It is in the universe in which his presence is the largest. Yet we
cannot see him with our own eyes. It is possible to see him through the grace of guru and with
pure mind and heart. We attend schools and colleges to learn about lessons. Similarly we need to
learn about God from the learned. Then it is possible to see and experience God.

Allamaprabhu says God exists in this world like the fire in stone, like the reflection in
water, like the tree in seed, and like the silence behind sound. Through sadhane (perform to
achieve) a devotee experiences God. That which cannot be seen, that which exists in this world
without any attachments, that which has everything, and that which is inseparable from this
world (life) is experienced through sadhane or performance.

Basavanna says God exists in this world like the fire hidden in water, like the sweetness
hidden in the juice of plant, like the fragrance in the flower and his presence is like the friendship
with the growing girl.

Why wear Istalinga? What are the benefits of wearing Istalinga?

Parasiva has no form. Guru gives the form of Istalinga to Parasiva and places this form
on the body to instill devotion. Istalinga on the body reminds a devotee of his origin. Istalinga on
the body reminds the person not to sway from the righteous path. It destroys the hurdles making
way for the devotee to unite with Parasiva.

The following vacCana of Cennabasavanna describes the benefit of wearing Istalinga on
the body.

AiAiAAwzePA£A AiAAAvA= 2AAAVAz= AA§AzsACAZA,

'+AaUA= AOfA !+AaAiAAA YA AAIAAEA2AYAS vEGAFAAVE,

2 AUAAgAA«£EA 22A2AAAVAz 22A°AUA AA§AzsACAZA

aAA£AAdEA 2AiAAIAIAUA=2A2AA VEAA®UAA2AAZAAIAIAS.
VqA2AAgA§%iUAYA £AgAA EAgAAUAXA +AjAgAzEAAAGEAIAA°E zsAj'ZAqE,



gEAAVAIAA eA®2AA gEAAUAUA%AA £ApNAO2AYAS YAJAIAAAVE,
EpAG°AUA2AEAAUAe AAUAUEZAY: AA2AAzAjAZA “sA«AiAA “sA2A PEIAD,
PAZqA®ZA£AR AAUAAIAASEA PAgAAt3PE] YAPAIUAAZAEAAIAIAS

Yantrikana yantra mantra sambandhadinda,
Pisacigrastana pisaciyu palayanavappa teranante
Sri guruvina Sivamantra

Sivalinga sambandhadinda

Manujana mayagrahavu tolaguvudayya.
Gidamaraballigala narubérugala
Sariradondeyalli dharisidade

Rogiya halavu rogagalu nastavappa pariyarite,
Istalingavanangalli sangagolisuvudarinda
Bhaviya bhava kettu,
Kudalacennasangayyana

Karunyakke pakkaguvanayya

When a child gets sick parents seek the help of a medicine man to ward away bad
omens. He ties a paper or a copper tablet to the body. The parents make sure that the tablet is
not separated from the child body. It is their belief that the tablet has the power to cure the sick
child and to free the child from evil forces. Some people carry leaves and roots of plants on their
body as a cure to certain types of sickness. Similarly, carrying Istalinga on the body reminds the
wearer to follow the righteous path. It assists him to resists the influence of the six enemies of
the soul namely Lust (Kama), Anger (Kroda), Miserly (Lopa), Desire (Moha), Pride (Mada) and
Jealousy (Matsara). It gives the knowledge of Siva.

Is it sufficient merely carry Istalinga?

2A UAAgAA A¥AO«zsA ¢APEEAIAARVAAD

2 AS£A 2gAzAgA2AALEAIAA avAlI EAIAAEE

EMAO°AUA2AV £EAAr

CAUAzA°e AAUAUEZAY:"ZA §%PA

CzE YAet°AUA2EAzAjzAA A2AzsA£ACAzAad A EAPAA
CzA£A2AUA%AZ vAEAAAZAUA®CgA EAPAA.

EzAA +AgAtgA 2AAZAAN, YAAgAvA£AgAZAAN!

EzA£AjAIAAZEA zAA®OPAE+a¢AZA "AUA2AEAUAZA “sAAVVAgA
PAZQA®ZEEAR AAUAAIAAAEA +AgAtgEAVAA 2EAZAAN2AgAA?

$rT guru saptavidha dikseyanittu
Sisyana Siradaramaneya Citkaleyane
Istalingavagi nodi

Angadalli sangolisida balika

Ade pranalingavendaridu Savadhanadindarcisabéku
Adanavagalu tanuvinindagaladirabeku.
Idu Saranara maccu, puratanaraccu!
Idanariyadé durlaksyadinda
Lingavanagalida bhangitara
Kﬂdalaéennasahgayyana

Saranarentu meccuvaru?

Guru places the Istalinga on the body after performing several rituals. He places his



hands on the head of the devotee and instills Istalinga on the body. He instructs the devotee not
to separate Istalinga from his body. He also instructs to guard and to worship as if it is his prana.
He instructs ways to worship Istalinga.

Istalinga is worshiped by the person with pure mind and heart. A person eats food to
satisfy hunger. He stays hungry if some one else eats instead of him. The same goes to worship
of stavara linga. The person does not get benefit when a priest does the worship.

It is very important that Virasaivas worship only Istalinga. Istalinga is the gateway to
ever lasting happiness. For a Virasaiva, moksa does not mean securing one of these four states —
salokya (in the divine world), samipya (close to God), sayujya (with God) and sartpya (dressed
as God). They are not eternal. Moksa for a Virasaiva is to unite with Parasiva. Unity with Parasiva
is the only way to escape the illusions of maye and to be free from the cycle of birth-living-death.

Why worship Istalinga?

VAEAR ! 2AwAiAA YAAvAz= «AvAeCUA%AA YAgAZEA+AZEAA%AVYAAEAS
"sA2AzA°e CqAVzA DEAAZAQIAVA, 2AA£A2AAAND FEFE2AAzZAjAzAZA DEAAZA
«AV-AV¥AAGazAA £EAAQA!

aAA£A2AAAND £EFE2AAZAgA AARQIAVA, C2A£AS ! 3,

D°AV AA2AAzAjAzAzA AAR

C¢uPA2AV vEAAYAASZAA £EAAGA!

M2EA3 Cla D°AV'zA DEAAZAQIAVA

C2AgEAAQALE AzA PAZr¥Aa °ApAd

»jzAV¥AASazAA £EAAqA!

EAwA zAAz=+AOAVAZAAVE, ¥AgA22A°AUA2A

“sA2AzA°e "sA« AA2AAzAQIAVA 2AA£A2AAAND FEFE2AAZAA,
aAA£A2AAANG £E£E2AAZAQIAVA PAtAENG PAtA2AAZAA,
PAtAinO PAtA2AAzAQIAVA PAgA2AAANO YACF AA2AAZAA
PAgA2AAANG ¥ACf AA2AAzZAQIAVA

AzA CAUAzA°e »AUAZE zsAj AA2A 2ApAd2AA
¥AgA2AiA2A¢UAIAIAVYAAGazAA £EAAGA!

EzAA PAgAt, PAZQA®ZEEAR AAUAAIAASEA +AgAtgAA
"sA2A¢AzA 2AA£EI+l, 2AA£ACAZA £EAVA=PE], fEAvA®RCAZA PAgAPE]
D 22A°AUA2A ©dAIAAAUEE'PEAAAGAA

¥ACeA¢ AwicAIEAUA%AEAUACZE C® AzE DZAj AAwU¥AgAA.
Tanna pritiya putra mitradigalu Paradesadolagipparenba

Bhavadalli adagida anandakkinta,

Manamutti nenevudarindada

Ananda migilagippudu noda!

Manamutti nenevudara sukhakkinta, avanarppi,

Alangisuvudarindada sukha

Adhikavagi torpudu noda!

Omme appi alingisida anandakkinta

Avarddane sada kudippa harsa

Hiridagippudu noda!

Inti drustantadante, parasivalingava

Bhavadalli bhavisuvudakkinta



Manamutti nenevudu,

Manamutti nenevudakkinta kanmutti kanuvudu,
Kanmutti kanuvudakkinta karamutti pdjisuvudu
Karamutti pUjisuvudakkinta

Sada angadalli hingade

Dharisuva harsavu

Paramavadhiyagippaudu noda!

Idu karana, Kidalcennasangayyana $aranaru
Bhavadinda manakke, manadinda nétrakke,
Néetradinda karakke,

A éivalingava bijayangaisikodu

PUjadi satkriyegalanagalade

Alasade acarisuttiparu.

The above vacana of Cennabasavanna says: It is not enough to carry Istalinga on the body. The
devotee should feel, touch, see and worship Istalinga. These actions by the devotee bring him
close to Parasiva. He becomes happy immensely by being in the company of Parasiva. This is
explained by Cennabasavanna as follows: Parents knowing that their loving child is safe in a far
off place brings some happiness. This happiness is minimal when compared to the happiness of
seeing and embracing their child in person. Their happiness is the greatest when the child stays
always with them. Similarly, the happiness is the greatest from feeling, seeing, touching and
worshiping Istalinga than the happiness from just wearing on the body.

What benefit from wearing Istalinga all the time?

M2EA3 £E®zA°e ©OwUzA ©vAAU2A

D ©OvAAD 2EAA%EVAA PA%EAIEAA] "E%EZAA "E%A AxA

Qw0 Qw0 2AAvED ©vAAOVAD 2EZ£AzAGE,2A YAj-ALERAVEZLA, 2AAgA%AA 2AIAEA2A?
UAAgAA«vAD °AUA2A vEAAGE vEAAgEZAA

aAAgAY; 2AAgAY; zsAj'zAqE,

D EpAO°AUA2AA CrpAO2A PA%EZAA

EnAOVAS2AKA2A YAj-AEERAVEAA?

EzAA PAgAt, PAZqA®ZEEAR AAUAAIAASEA e

aAAAQUOAIAA £AgA AA2AqE

CAUAZzA°e °EgA»AUAZE "AUA2A zsAj A"EAPAA.

Omme neladalli bittida bittuva

Kitti kitti matte bittutta hodade,

A bittu moletu kaleyéri beledu

Belasaniva pariyinnentd maralu manava?
Guruvitta lingava tore toredu marali dharisidade,
A Istalingavu anistava kaledu

Istartavaniva pariyinnento?

Idu karana, Kidalacennasangayyanalli

Muktiya narasuvade

Angadalli herahingade lingava dharisabeku.

The above vatana of Cennabasavanna answers the question with an example. What
happens to the seed that is planted again and again? That seed has a difficult time to grow.
There is a greater chance it may not grow at all due to replanting again and again. The same is
true for not wearing Istalinga all the time on the body. A child cannot learn if he attends school



irregularly. How is it possible for the devotee to get benefit without being in the company of
Para-$iva? He becomes the target for Maye. He becomes a slave for illusions. He cannot be free
from samsara. He cannot escape from the cycle of birth and death. He experiences an ocean of
sadness. Those seeking freedom from samsara should wear Istalinga on their body all the time.

Previously it was mentioned the benefits of Istalinga worship.

How many times Istalinga should be worshipped?

*AUA2AAZWIAIAAEAAR 1vA32AC

aAAZ£gAA “Aj vA¥AazAad AA2AAzAAVAD2AA;

JgAqAA 2EA%E Cad AA2AAzZAA 2AAzAS2AA;

MAzAA A® YACf AA2AAzZAA PARpAOD.

F wae«zsA2A£AJAIAAZE “sAPAUgAzE2EAAZAA

AIAAAQUUEIAO £AArzAqE

aAAAQUAIAAKA2AEE £A2AAS PAEQA®ZAEAR AAUA2AAZEA2A?

Lingamdrtiyannu nityavu

Miiru bari tappadarcisuvuduttama;

Eradu bari arcisuvudu madyama;

Ondu sala pujisuvudu kanista.

I trividavanariyade bhaktaradevéndu

Yuktigettu nudidade

Muktiyanivane namma KidalaCennasarigamadéva?

A person eats breakfast, lunch and dinner daily. It is important to eat so the body is well
nourished. Before eating the food it should be offered to Parasiva. The food we eat is due to the
grace of Parasiva. By offering the food to Parasiva it is converted to prasada. Only prasada is fit
for consumption. Since we eat three times a day, Istalinga should be worshipped three times.
After the worship food is offered to Istalinga, the form of Parasiva. Food offered is received as
prasada for use. In the above vacana Cennabasavanna says to worship Istalinga three times a
day is better and two times a day is good. He suggests devotees to worship Istalinga at least
once a day. Without worshipping calling themselves as devotees is not acceptable to Parasiva.
They cannot travel in the path of Siva. They cannot be free from the bonds of samsara. They
experience sadness throughout their life.

What is the significance of worshipping three times a day?

AiAqAA2A AzAZAgAPEI

EAAzA®EEAIAA "AUA¥ACeEAIEA UAAgAA¥ACeE
AiAqAA2A AzAZAgAPEI

JgAQA£EAIAA °"AUAYACeEAIEA "AUAYACeE

v 10 1w

AiAgAA2A AzAZAgAPEI

AAZgA£EAIAA "AUAYACeEAIEA dAUA2AAYACeE 2AiAqAA2A AzAZAgAPEI
AAZgAAYACeE

F YACeE CEAAVA dfAizAAjvA zsAA A £EAAgA

PAZqA®ZAEAR AAUA2AAZEA2A AQEAiAIAV

v 1o 1o

Maduva sadacarakke



Modalaneya lingapujéye gurupije
Maduva sadacarakke

Eradaneya lingapujeye lingapdje
Maduva sadacarakke

Miraneya lingapujeye jangamapuje
Maduva sadacarakke murupije

I pUje ananta janmadurita dhamsa noda
Kidalacennasangamadéva sakslyagi

Virasaiva religion considers Guru, Linga and Jarngama as the three forms of Parasiva. Guru instills
devotion in a devotee by bestowing Istalinga, the form of Parasiva. Jafigama is considered as the
Caralinga or the linga that moves. He preaches the knowledge of Siva to people. He is
responsible for upllftlng people by disseminating the knowledge of Siva. All three are worthy of
worship. The above vacana of Cennabasavanna says the first worship of Istalinga is to worship
Guru, the second worship is to Istalinga and the third is to Jangama. They destroy the past
karma or the benefits accumulated from good and bad deeds. The worship frees from the
clutches of sarnsara and leads to eternal happiness as Parasiva.

Apart from Istalinga worship any other actions required for salvation?

PAVAU® aAAEEAIAA°zAS 2AAEAAdEAA

eEASAWAIAALERVAA 2EAVAAU £EEEZAQEAIAAZL “EXAPAUAS®AEZE
"EAQAIAA °E£AwW0 AzA£ARPAI?

aAAgAzAACAIAA ¥sA®2AA £EAAI 2AiAvAePAAIzAAgAA2AAZE,
2AwU 2AjAiAAZAEARPAI?

2AAIAO PAAgAAQA£AA PAPAOSIAO JUAAOD 2EAVAAD
£AqEzAqAZ EalvA ¥AIOt2A 2AAAIAG2ALE,

PAtAU%ARA£A PEE«rAiAAZAEARPAI?

2AAUE, A2AA3UAO=REAVAEPA2AZA

°AUAZAG£A, "AUAXjAPAEt "AUAZSAEAUAY:®zE,

D £E£ASAA, HjAPAGUE, YACeE E2AAUAUEAAAZEAAAZE
aAAAQUAIAAKA2A2EAS AIAAAQUUEIO 2AAAZA2AAWUA%A
aEAZAANZAEE, PAZEqA®ZAEAR AAUA2AAZEA2AEAA?

Kattala maneyalirda manujanu

Jyotiyanenitu hottu nenedadeyu belakagaballude

Maduva sadacarakke

Modalaneya lingapujeye gurupuje

Benkiya hottisadannakka?

Maradudiya phalavu nota matrakkuduruvude,

Hatti hariyadannakka?

Huttu kurudanu kastabattu estu hottu
Kannul!avana kai V|d|yadannakka7

Harhge, samyagjnanatmakavada

Lingarcana, linganiriksane, plje ivugalondonde
Muktiyanivavenba yuktigetta mandamatigala
MecCuvane, Kiidalacennasarngamadévanu?

Cennabasavanna says that worship of Istalinga alone is not sufficient for salvation. In addition to



the worship of Istalinga, Istalinga should be glazed without blinking the eyes while praying
with a steadfast mind. Any one of these three is not sufficient to receive the grace of God. He
narrates three examples to illustrate his point.

A person staying in a dark house cannot get light by just remembering the light for a
long time. The only way for him to get light is to light a fire. A person looking at the fruit on top
of a tree does not get the fruit standing under the tree for a long time. To get the fruit he should
climb the tree to pick the fruit. A blind person does not reach the place he wishes to go even
after long walk. He should seek the help of a person with eyes.

Though the meaning of the vacana is simple it contains a hidden message. The dark house refers
to this world. A person born has no memory of his past. Without the knowledge of his past he is
in the dark. He has no knowledge of God or how to be eternally happy. The fruit on the tree
refers to God. His performance to get the fruit is his desire and determination to achieve long
lasting happiness. The blind person is a person without the knowledge of the past. He is an
ignorant. The person with eyes guide him to his desired place is Guru. Guru has the
knowledge of Parasiva. He is the one who can guide him in the path of Siva. Determination and
perseverance of the devotee with the guidance of Guru succeeds in uniting with Parasiva. He is
happy for ever. He is free from the cycle of birth and death. This is the hidden meaning of this
vaCana

Explain a way to unite Parasiva?

°AUAzA PA"E CAvAgAAUAPE] 2EA¢ AA2A 2A®2AA
AzsAfAUA%Ae MAZAA AzsAfA2Axnce
oEA%AA2EEAA PEAY:gAAIAIAS.

PAgA¢puAO°AUAC¢ vEgE¢VAD zZAA= 10

J2E °A%AZAzAAWzZASGE,

D "AUA2AA PAAUAY%Ae 2A3! AAwU¥AAGazAA.

D 2AAAUA®2AAAIAA2AzA PAAUA%A e 2AAEA2AY)",
YAxt°AUA2AV ¥Ajt«A AAw¥AASazAA.

§%PA 2AALEAA2AAAIAA *AUA2AEAA “sEAzsA«®ezA
AA«ZAgA¢AzZA ¥Aj sA« A°®A,

D "AUA2AAZWD "sA2AzAe A2AAgA AUEAAAGAA
“sA2A°AUA2AV PAAUEZAAY: AAw¥AA6azAA,

D "sA2A°AUA2A£AA JqE«gAzE “sA« AAVAD,
£EEAAA njAPAEuE-AazA vA¥AazAZAj A®A,
+AgAt£AA HvAavAA=YAUEAV «gAf ASwYAAfAA
EzEA £A2Aa3 PAZEQA®ZAEAR AAUAAIAASEEAAQAEE
PAZqAA2A YAgA2EAAYAaiAAZAA.

Lingada kale antaranigakke védisuva halavu
Sadhanagalalli ondu sadhanavanilli

Heluvenu kélirayya.

Katadistalingadadi tereditta drusti

Eve halaCadantirdade,

A lingavu kangalalli vyapisuttippudu.

A mangalamayavada kangalalli manavanirisi,
Linganiriksaneyinda neneyalu.



A lingamarti manavaninbugondu

Pranalingavagi parinamisutippudu.
Suvicaradinda paribhavisalu,

A lingamrti bhavadalli samarasagondu
Bhavalingavagi kangolisutippudu

A bhavalingavanu edevidade bhavisutta, nenahu
Niriksaneyinda tappadacarisalu

Sarananu nityatruptanagi virajisutippanu

Idé namma Kiidalacennasangayyanodane
Kidduva paramopayavu.

The greatness of Istalinga is not small. It is the opposite. The worshipper possesses this
knowledge and worships Istalinga with great devotion. It leads towards eternal happiness.

There are many ways to please God. Virasaivas follow Slvayoga It is the simplest way to reach
Parasiva. Cennabasavanna explains Sivayoga in the above vacana. He says one of the ways to
establish the light of linga in the body is to make it a linga body. Istalinga is placed on the palm.
It is worshiped with pure mind and heart. The eyes are fixed in Istalinga without blinking. This
establishes the image of linga in the eyes. The mind prays Istalinga. This process allows the
worshipper to reach a state of ecstasy leading to Pranalifga in side his body. He views Pranalinga
and is extremely happy in the company of Pranalinga.

Parents cannot experience happiness without a child being born. They
experience happiness when they see their child. Similarly, the performer is extremely
happy seeing Pranalinga in his heart. This is possible with the help of guru. Guru instills
devotion by giving Istalinga with instructions to the performer. He worships Istalinga and follows
the instructions of the Guru. He should not stop there. He should pursue his worship with the
help of Istalinga towards Pranalinga that is inside of his body. The deeper he gets in his endeavor
he experiences enormous happiness with Pranalinga. Everyday he continues to experience this
happiness.

To experience immense happiness the performer travels inside the body through
Istalinga. It has become an art. A singer sings from his heart. The music that he hears outside
his body makes him go deeper. With this experience he forgets himself and sings with emotion
and with full of happiness. Similar is the worship of Pranalinga. The performer worships the light
of light that he sees in his body and merges in it with immense happiness. Happiness is not
possible with a wandering mind even with one’s body close to Istalinga.

The performer of Sivaydga does not carry things for his worship of Pranalinga. He converts his
feelings as things for his worship. He learns the truth about Pranalinga that is inside and outside
of body. He disregards all his affection towards his body and unites with Pranalinga. Water
sprouts due to his ecstatic state. It is used for bathing linga. His heart and mind are offered as
flowers. His worship makes his entire body as the body of linga. This is the secret of linga
worship. All other types of worships are nothing but the worship of inanimate pictures. They do
not have any meaning or give any results. They cannot purify the heart and mind. Worship with
full of feelings and undistorted mind to receive the grace of Parasiva.

The following books in English are available from the publisher



Siddalingeshwara Satsthala Siddanta - $10.00

Qualities of Veerashaiva $20.00
(Describes 52 qualities)

Divine Guides $20.00
(Biography of 62 saranas of 12t century))

Shunya to Shunya $50.00

(Explains 694 Allamaprabhus vacanas)

Karana Hasige $25.00
(With explanations)

Veerashaiva Qualities $ 5.00

(Vacanas for each 52 qualities)

Siddanta Sikhamani $50.00

(Describes verses with quotes from sruties, vacanas and Gite)



About this Book

This book presents answers to ten questions about linga. The answers are based on

the vacanas of Cennabasavanna. Vacanas of saranas are stepping stones to eternal
life.

Vacanas are presented both in Kannada and in the form of English transliteration. It
is easy to read for children and those who have no knowledge of Kannada. Also
summary of the vacana is given.

Books explaining Virasaiva philosophy based on vacanas of $aranas are in progress.
The author appreciates your suggestions and comments to make future publications
to meet your needs.
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